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ON the northern fliore of Sicily are ftill • 
to be feen the magnificent remains 
of a caflle, which formerly belonged to the 
noble houfe of Mazzini. It ftands in the 
centre of a fmall bay, and upon a gentle 
acclivity, which, on one fide, flopes to- 
wards the fea, and on the other Tife/i into 
an eminence crowned by <!ferk woods. 
The fituation is admirably beautiful and 
piftiirefque, and the ruins have an ah* 
of ancient grandeur, which, /contrafted-- 
with the prefent fplitude of the fcene, im- 
preffes the traveller with awe and curiofity. 
During my -travels abroad I vifited this 
fpot. Aa I walk^ii over' the loofe frag- 
ments of ftp&e, whkE la,y fcattered through 
theimmenfe ares^ of the fobrick, and fur- / ^ 
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veyed the fublimity and grandeur of the 
ruins, I recurred, by a natural afibdatioa 
of ideas, to the tunes when thefe walls 
ftood proudly in thdr original fpleridour, 
• when tfbe ixdili ,v^re t|ie ic^es of bofpi- 
fality and feftive magnij(i||ence, and when 
they refounded with the voices of thofe 
whom death had long fince fwept from the 
«aith. <* Thus/' faid I, « fliall the pre- 
fent generation — ^ he who nqw finks in mi- 
i fery •— and he who now fwifns in pleafure, , 

I s^like pafs away and be forg<?tten.*' My 

heart fwelled with the reSedion ; and, as I 
turned froni the fcene with a .figfa^ I fixed 
xny eyes upon a friar, ^hofe venerable 
t-^figure, geK^^ly bending towards the earthy 
"^^ - formed Ao uninterefting objefb in the 
pi£ture« He obferved fuy emotion ; ^9nd, 
.^ as my eye met nis, (book his hisad, and 

^- pointed to the ruin, ** Thefe \ walls," 
' ~ faid he, ^* were once the feat of luxury 
^ and vice^ They exhibited a fingular- in- 
ilance*of .the retribution of . heaven, and 
were from that, period forfaken, and aban- 
doned to .466ay/' liis words ex^eH my 
. f ^"* ,J^ curi- 
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curiofity, and 1 enquired further concern- 
ing their meaning* 

^^ A folemn hiflory belongs to this 
caftle/*Jaid be, "^^ which is too long and 
intricate for me to relate. It is, however, 
contained in a msoxufcript in oor library, of 
which I could, perhaps, procure you a 
fight. A brother of our order, a defcen- 
daot of the noble houfe of Mazzini, col* 
leded and recorded the mod ftriking inci- 
dents relating to his fanaily, and the hiftory 
thus formed, he left as a legacy to our 
<:onvent. If you pleafe we will walk tbi* 
ther/* 

I ^cossipanied liim to the convent, and 
the &iar introduced me to his fuperior, a 
man of an inteUigent mind and benevolept 
heart, wf^whom I paflfed fome hours in 
intereftiag auiyerfadon. I believe ray Sn^ 
dtnents pleafe^ him; for, by his induU 
gence, I wais permitted to takei ab{lra6:s 
of ^he hiftory before me, whkhi with: fame 
further particulars obtamed in converf^tioa 
wi& the abate, I have arranged in the 
following pa^es. 
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CHAPTER I. 

nrX) WARDS the dofe of the fixteenth 
^ century, this caftle was in the pof- 
fefliqn of Ferdinand, fifth marquis of 
Ma:yzini, and was for fome years the prin- 
cipal refidence of his family. He was a 
man of a voluptuous and imperious cha- 
rader. To his firft wife, he married Louifa 
Bernini, fecond daughter of the count della 
Salario, a lady yet more diftinguiflied for 
the fweetnefs of her manners and tl^e gen- 
tlenefe of her difpofition, than for her 
beauty. . She brought the marquis one 
{(jp, and two daughters, who loft their amia- 
*ble mother in early childhood. — ^ The ar- 
rogant and impetuous character of the 
marquis operated powerfully upon the mild 
and * fufceptible nature of his lady ; and 
it was by nfany perfons believed, t|jat his 
tinkindn^ ajid negleQ; put a period to her 
life. Howgver* tbijn vajaght bef, h% foon 

after* 
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afterwards married Maria de VelForno, 
a young lady eminently beautiful, but of 
a charader .veiy oppofite to that of her 
predeceffor. She was a woman of infinite 
art, jjevoted to pleafure, and of an Ain- 
conquerable fpirit. The Marquis, whofe 
hean -was dead to paternal tendemefs, and" 
whofe prefent lady was too volatile to 
attend to domellic concerns, committed 
the education of his daughters to the car& 
of a lady completely qualified for the un- 
dertaking, and who was diflantly related 
to the late marchtonefs. 

He quitted Mazzini foon after his fecond' 
marriace, ibr the gaieties and fplendour of - 
Naples, whither his Ton accompanied him.' 
Though naturally of a haughty and over- 
bearing difpofition, he was governed by 
his wife. His paflions were vehement, and 
file hdidftke addrefs to bend them to her 
own purpofe j and fo well to conceal her 
'nfluence, that he thought himfelf 
(dependent when he was i)ioft 
He paid an annua! vifit to the 
Mazzini; but the Marchionefs fe 
B3 
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tended him, and be flaid.onIy to give 
fuch general diredions concerning the 
education of bis daughters, as bis pride^ 
rather than his affefUon, filmed to die- 
tate. 

Eaaelia, the elder, inherited much of her 
mother's difpofition. She had a mild and 
fweet temper, united with a clear and com- 
parehenfive mind. Her younger fitter, Ju- 
lia, was of a more lively call. An extreme 
fenfibility. fubjeded her to frequent un- 
ealine^ ; her temper was warm, but ge- 
nerous } fhe was quickly irritated, and 
quickly af^eafed ; and to a reproof> how- 
ever goitle, flie would c^ten weep, but 
was never fuUen. Her imagination was 
ardent, and her mtna early exhibited ^nap- 
toms of genius. It was the particular 
of Madame de Menon to counterad > 
traits in the difpofition of her young "IJu- 
pils, which appeared inimicat to their &- 
ture happinefs ; and for this ta(k fhe had 
hic^ entitled her to hope for 
i feries of early misfortunes had 
her hearty without weakening 
the 
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the powers of her underftanding^ , Ift re^ 
tirement fbe had ^Ecc^ired traaquiltity^ zad 
had almoft loft the cdAftiou£ie£i^ of tb^e 
forrows which yet threw a foft and not . 
mq^eaiing (hade over h^r chara&en She 
loved her youag. charge with materaal fond* 
nefe^ aad their gjMtdual improveme&t and 
reiped&l te^deraels^ repaid all her aoxiety. 
IMadame excelled in mufic aiad dramng* 
She had often forgpt her forrows in lliefe 
ami^emealBy whm her imnd waa too much 
occupied to derive coafolatioa from boobe^ 
ai$d ihe was affiduons to impart to Emdiia 
aad Julia a power fo valuable as that of 
begjuiling the &nfe of afflidion* £imtia*$> 
tafte led her &> dnuwing, and fbe foon miade 
rafttd advances ia that art. Julia was ua- 
commonly fafceptibl«^ of the charms of bar* 
m^y. She had feelings which tretnbled 
in uoifon to all its various^ and enchant- 
ing powers. 

The inftrufUons of Madame ihe caught 
with aftonilhing quicknefs^ and in a Qnm 
time at-tained to a degree of excellence vsk^ 
her favooiite ftu^y, which few periims have 

B 4 ever 
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ev^t exceeded. Ifer manner was entirely 
heif Own. It wa^ not in tRe rapid intricacies 
of execution, that fee excelled fo much as in 
that delicacy of tafte, and in tjhofe enchanting 
powers of expreffion, which feem to breathe 
afoul through the found j . and which take 
qaptive" the heart of the hearer. The lute 
wa^ her fevourite inftrnment, and its ten-' 

r 

demotes accorded well with the fweet and 

meMiig toaes of ber voice. 

The caftle of Mazzini was aJarge irre- 

g^alar fabTid^^ ^d Teemed fxiited to Receive 

a iKimeroitS'train of ,/ollowers, fuch as, in 

thofe days, ferved the nobility, either in 

the fplendour of peace, or the turbulence 

of war. Its prefeiit family inhabited only 

a fmall part of it ; and even this part ap* 

pearei forlorn and almoft defolate from 

the fpacioufnefs of the apartments, and the 

length of the galleries which led to them. 

A melancholy ftillnefs reigned through 

the halls, and the filence of the courts, 

which were (haded by higKi mr^f ts/was for 

many hoursv together .undiftnrbejj by the 

found of any foot-ftep. Julia', who dif- 

covered 
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covered an early tafte for books, loved to 
retire in an evening to a;fraall clofet in. 
which Ihe had coUefted ,her favourite au* 
thors. This room formed the weftern an- 
gle of the caftle ; one of its windows look- 
ed upon the fea, beyond which was faintly 
feen, fldrting the horizon, the dark rocky 
coaft of Calabria ; the other opened to- 
war^s a part of the caftle, and afforded a 
profpeft of the neighbouring woods. Her 
muiical inftruments HBpc here depofited, 



with whatever affifted her favourite amufe- 
ments. This fpot,. which was at once 
elegant; pleafi^nt, and retired, was ^mbellifhed 
with many little ornaments of her own in- 

* * 

vention, and with fome drawings executed 
by her fifter. The clofet was adjoining her 
chamber, and was feparated from the apart- 
ments of Madame, only by a (hort. gal- 
lery. This gallery opened into another, 
long and winding, which led to the 
grand ftaircafe terminating in the north 
hall, with which the chief apartments of 
Ae north fid« of the edifice commu- 
nicated. 

B /; * Madame 
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of the beholder. The figure of Julia was 
light and graceful — her ftep was airy — 
her mien animated, and her fmile enchant- 
ing. Her eyes were dark, and full of fire, 
but tempered with modeftfweethefs/ Her 
features were finely turned *— every laugh* 
fng grace played round ♦ hey mouth, and 
her countenance quickly difcovered all the 
various emotions-of he!rvfi)uL The dark 
auburn hair which curled in beautiful pro* 
fufion in her neck^ gave a finiibing charm 
to her appearance. 

Thus lovely, and thus veiled in obfcu- 

rity, were the daughters of the noble Maz- 

2ini. But they were happy, for they4snew 

not enough of the world ferioufly to regret 

the. want of its enjoyments, though Julia 

would fometimes figh for the airy image 

which her fancies painted', and a painful 

curiofity would arife concerning the bufy 

fcenes from which flie was ,excluded, A 

return to her cuftomiry^. amufements, 

however, would chafe . the. ^ Ideal image 

from her mind, and reftore her ufual 

happy complacency.^ Books:^ mufic,. and 

pamt- 
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painttng, divided the houra of her leifure, 
and many beautiful fummer eVeninga were 
fpeo^ in the pavilion, where* the refined 
CDHverfation of Madame, the pi>etry of 
TltSoj the lute of Julia, and the fHeadifliip 
of Emilia, combined to form a fpecies of 
happiaefdi fuch as elevated and bigbl^' fuf« 
ceptihle minite ftre alone cap&^ of l^eiv^ 
ing or communicating. Madame underftood 
and pra&ifed all the graces of converfation, 
and her young pupils perceived its value, 
and caught the fpirit of its charader. 

Gonverfation may be divided inio two 
claffes— *the familiar and the fentimentaU 
It is the province of the familiar, to dif* 
fufe chearf uinefs and eafe -^ to open the 
heart of man to man, and to beam a. 
tetQperate funihine upon the mind.-— 
Natui:te. afidrart muft ce^pire to render 
g^Mceptible of the clKirms, and to qua* 
Hfy us, for, the practice of thefecond 
ctafe of oonverfation, here terjpaed fentk 
l^l!^tal, and in which Mad^qfe. de Menon 
particularly excelled. To , good ij?n|e, live* 
ly feelings and natihral dettp^^^ mufl' 

be 
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be united an e:vpsin(lo!» of miniS^ and s^ 
refivitm&^ of thought, which is the pefult 
of high culrivation. To rendi^r this fort of 
converfation ivrefiftit^ly attradive, a know-^ 
ledge of the world is^ requtfitey and tllac 
enchanting eafe, that eliegance of manner,^ 
vrhich is to be acqnired only by frequent* 
lAg the higher circles of pioliflied life* In 
fentimental converfation, fubje6);s intereftr 
ing to the heart, and to the imagination, 
are brought forward j they are difcufled 
in a kind of fportive way, with animatiot^ 
and re^ement', and are never continued 
longer than poiitenefs allows. Here fancy 
flourifhes^ — - the fenfibiiities expand -^ and 
wit, guided by delicacy and embelKfked by: 
tafte— points to the heart* 

Such was the converfetion of Madame 
de Menon ; and the ptea&nt gaiety of the 
pavilion feemed peculiarly ta adapt it for* 
the fcene of fecial delights* On the even* 
\ ^S ^^ ^ ^^^Y fultry day, having fupped ia 
their favourite fpot, the coolnefe of the 
hour, and the beaulty^ of the night, tempt* 
ed this happy paity to remain there later 

than 
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than ttfualii Returning home they were. 
furprifed hf the appearance of a light 
through the broken tnndow-fliutters of an 
apartment, belonging to a divifion of the 
caftle, which had for many years been fhut 
up. They flopped to obferve it, when' 
it fiiddenlydifappeared, and was feen no 
more. Madame de Menon, difturbed at 
this phasnomenon, haftened into the caftle 
with a view of enquiring into the caufe of 
it, when (he was met in the north hall by 
Vincent. She related to him what ihe 
had feeHj and ordered an immediate fearch 
to be made for the keys of thofe apart- 
ments. She apprehended that fome per- 
fon had penetrated that part of the edifice 
with an intention of plunder; and, dif- 
daining a pahry fear where her duty was 
concerned, fhe fummoned the fervants of 
the caftle, with an intention of accompany- 
ing them thither. Vmcent fmiled at her 
apprefaenfions; and imputed what fhe had 
feen to an illuiion, which the folemnity 
of the hour had imprefied upon her fancy. 
Madame, however, perfevcred iii bar pui5- 

poief 



pofe J and after a long and repeated fearch, 
a maffey key, covered with ruft, was pro- 
duced. She then proceeded to the fouthem 
fide of the edifice, accompanied by Vin- 
cent, and followed by the fervants, who 
were agitated with impatient wonder. 
The key was applied to an iron gate, 
which opened into a court that feparated 
this divifion from the other parts of the 
caftle. They entered this court, which 
was overgrown with grafs and weeds, and 
afcended fome fteps that led to a large door>. 
which they vainly endeavoured to open- 
All the different keys of the caflle were ap^ 
plied to the lock, without effefl:,, and they 
were at length compelled to quit the place, 
without having either fatisfied their curiofity,, 
or quieted their fears* Everything, how- 
ever, was flill, and the light did not re-ap- 
pear. Madame concealed her apprehenfions,; 
and the family retired to refl.. 

This circumftance dwelt on the mind of 
Madame de Menon, and it was fome time 
before fhe ventured again to fpend an 
evening in the pavilion. After J'everal 

months 
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months paffed, without fuxther diiturbance 
or difcovery, another occurrence renewed 
the alarm. Julia had one night remained 
in her clofet later than ufuaK A favourite 
book had engaged her attention beyond the 
hour of cuftomary repofe, and every inha- 
bitant of the caftle, except herfelf, bad long 
been loft in deep. She was roufed^ from 
her forgetfulnefs; by the found of the caftle 
clock, which ftruck one. Surprifed at the 
latenefs of the hour; (be rofe in hafte^ and 
was moving to her chamber; when the 
beauty of the night attracted her to the 
window. She opened it ; and obferving 
a fine effeft of moon- light upon the dark 
woodSj leaned forwards. In that fituation 
fhe had not long remained, when fhe per- 
ceived a light faintly flafh through a cafe- 
meiit in the uninhabited part of the 
caftle. A fudden tremor feized her, and 
fhe with difficulty fupported herfelf. In a 
few moments it difappeared, and foon after 
a figure, bearing a lamp, proceeded from 
an obfcure door belonging to the fouth 
tower; and ftealing along the outfide/of 

the 
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the caAte walls^ turned round thie fouciiera 
angle^ by which it was afterwards hid £rof» 
ike view. Aftoniflied and terrified ac what 
jhe bad feen, file hurried to the apartcaent 
of Madame de Menon^ and related the cir'.* 
cumftance. The fervanis were immediately 
roufedy and the abrm became general*. 
Madame arofe and defeended into the n(H*tfai 
hall, where the domeftics were akeady af- 
fembled. No one could be fbonid of coir«^ 
rage fufficient to enter into (he courts^^ 
and the orders of Madame were difregarded^. 
^en oppofed to the efie£la of fuperftitious 
terror. She perceived that Vincent wais^ 
abfent, but ae fhe was* ordering him to be 
called, he entered the hall. Surprifed to 
find the family thus ailembled^ he was told 
the occafion. He immediately ordered a 
party of the fervants to attend him round 
the caftle walk ;, and with fome^ reiuftance, 
and more fear^ they obeyfed him». They all 
returned to the hall, without having, wit* 
nefied aity extraordinary appearance ; but 
though their fears were not confirmed., 
they were by no mean^ difTipated. .The 

apr 
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'. appearance of a light in a part of the 
caftle which had for feveral ytars been (hut 
upy and to which time and circumflance 
had given an air of fiugular defolationi 
m%bt reafonably be fuppofed to exite a 
a ftipng degree of furprize and terror. 
In the minds: of the vulgar^ any fpedes 
of the wonderful* is received with avidity ; 
and the fervants did not helitate in believing 
the fpuchem divifion of the caftle to be inba* 
bited by a fupernatural power^ Too much 
agitated to fleep» they agreed to watch for 
the remainder of the night. For this pur- 
pofe they arranged themfelves in the eaft 
gallery, where they had a. view of the fouth 
tower from which the light had iflued^ 
The night, however, pafled without any 
further difturbance ; and the morning dawn, 
wUeh they beheld with inexpreflible plea- 
Cure^ difiipated for a while the glooms of 
apprehendon* But the return of evemog 
reiiewed the general fear, and for ^eral 
fucceifive nights the domeftics watched tne 
fouthern tower. Althougih nothing t^ 

markable 
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markable was feen, a report was foon raiTedv, 
and believed, that the fouthern fide of the 
caftle was haunted. Madame de Menon, 
jrfaofe mind was fuperior to the eS^&s of 
fuperftition, was yet difturbed and per- 
plexed, and file determined, if the light 
re-appeared, ' to inform the Marquis of the 
circ^mftance, and requefl the keys of thole 
apartments* 

* The Marquis, immerfed in the difEpa- 
tions of Naples, feldom remembered the 
caille, or its inhabitants. * His fon, who 
had been educated under his immediate 
care, was the foleobjeOr of his pride, as 
the Marchionefs was that of his affedion. 
He loved her with romantic fondhefe,. 
which (he repaid with feeming tendemefs, 
and fecret perfidy. She allo\jfed herfelf a 
free indulgence in the moft liceptious plea* 
fares, yet conduced herfelf with an art fo 
exquifite as to elude difeovery, and even 
fufpirjpn. In her amours flie was equally 
inconftant as ardent, till the youn^ Count 
Hippolitus de Vereza attrafted her atten* 

tioa. 
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tlon. The natural ficklene& of her dijTpo- 
lition feemed then to ceafe, and' upon him 
(he centered all faer defires. 
-- The Ckwnt Vereza loft his father in 
early childhood. He \vras now of age, 
and had juft entered upon the pofifeffion of 
his eftates. His perfon was graceful, yet 
manly ; his mind accomplifhed, and his 
manners elegant ; his countenance exprefied 
a happy union of fpirit, dignity, and bene- 
volence^ which formed the principal traits 
of his eharaden He had a fublimity of 
thought, which taught him to deffik the 
voluptuous vices of the Neapolitans, and 
led him to higher purfuits. He waathe^ 
chofen and early friend of young Ferdt* 
nand, the ^ {on of the Marquis, and was a 
frequent vifitor in the family. When the 
Marchionefs firft faw him, ihe treated him 
with great diftin3:ion, and at length made 
fuch advances, as neither the honouriKtt* 
the inclinations of the Count permitteiL Htm 
to notice. He conduced himfelf toward 
her with frigid indifference, which ferved 
ooly to inflame the paffion it was tneant to 
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chQl* The fii^outs of the Marcfaioncis 
rhsid hitberto bem fought with avidity, and 
accepted with rapture; and the re^lfiiie 
Ihfwfibility which &e now experienced^ 
roufed ail her pride^ and called into aftioA 
every refinement -cS coquedry • 

It was atKHit this period that Vmseint was 

Seized with a diforder which increafedib 

rapidly, as in a Iboit time to affume the 

'moft alarming appeaiance. Deipahi^ of 

Sk^ he defired that a mefejge rjj^^^ be 

tiifpatched to mform the M<^i^liR ox his 

iituatioa, and to fignify Hs earned wifh to 

Tee hein>efore he died. The prngcdb of 

hui^ diforder defied every 9^rt of medicine^ 

and his vifible* diftrefs of mind feemed to 

accelerate his fate. Perceiving hia iaft 

hour approaching, be requefted to have a |>»^ 

xonfeiTor. The ooofeflbr was flmt up with 

him. a conflderable time, and he had al* 

ready received extreme un^kion, when 

Madjxne de Menon was fummoned to his 

l>ed-fide. The hand of deaitif was now 

cupon him, cold damps hung upon his 

brows, and he, with difficulty, raifed his 

\ 
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tieavy ^esi to I^adwie as fhe altered the 
apartm^ent. He beckoned her towards 
him, Apd ^efmaQ that no perfon might be 
permitted to eater the room^ ^as for a few 
moments fUti^. If js mind appe^ed to I^** 
hour iinder oppreiSve remembrapces } be 
made fevera} attempts to fpeak^ but ei- 
ther r^folation or ftrpngth failed him. Jl^t 
lengfh^ giyisig Ms^cj^mie a look of imuttet^ 
able angiiiQi, ** Ala?, ^adam/* faid he, 
^* Heayen grants not tl^e prayer of ft^ch a 
^r<^ch as I am^ I m^ft expire Ipng before 
the IVI^rquis cs^i arriye. 8ii|ce I ^all fee 
him no more, I would impart to yoa a 
fecret which lies beaity at iny heart, ai]^ 
\yhich makes my )aA moments dreadful^ as 
they are wit^iout hope.-' *' $^e comforted/' 
f^^'^id Madame, who w£is ^ffe^ed by the 
^ergy of bis manner, " we are taught to" 
believe that forgiyenefe is neyer demed 
to finc^re repentance/- ** You, Madam, 
are ignorant of the enormity of my crun&» 
apd of the l?cret— the horrid fecret which 
labours at my breaft* My ^uilt is beyond 
remedy in this world, and i %r wiU be 
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without pardon in the next ;/ I therefore 
hope little from confeffion even to a priieft. 
Yet fome good it is ftill in my power to do j 
let me difclofe to you that fecret wHifch is fo 
inyfterioufly conneflied with the fouthem 
apartments of this cattle/' '^* What of 
'them!" exclaimed Madame, with impa- 
tience. Vincent returned no atifwerj" ex- 
haufted by the effort of fpeaking, he had 
fainted. Madame rung for affiftance, and 
by proper applications, his lenfes were re- 
called. He was, however, entirely fpeechlefs, 
and in this ftate he remained till he expired, 
ivhich was about an hour after iie had con- 
Ifierfed with ^adame. I ^ 

^ The perplexity aiid aftonifliment of Ma- 
dame, were by the late fcerie heightened to 
a very painfyl degree. She recoHefted tne 
various particulars relative to the foutheri 
diviflon of the caiftle — ^the mgny yedrs it h^ 
ftood unfaihabited-^the filence Svhich had 

• » * 

been obferved concerning it— the ap- 
pearance of the light and the iSgure-— the 
fruitlefs fearch for the keys, and the reports 
fb generally ^ believed j and <hus remem- 
brance 
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brance prefented her with a combination of 
eircumftances, which ferved only to increafe 
her wonder, and heighten her curiofity. A 
veil of myftery enveloped that part of the 
caftle, which it now Teemed impoffibJe 
ihould ever be penetrated, fince the only 
perfon who could have removed it, was no . 
more. ^ 

The Marquis arrived on the day after 
that on "which Vmcent had expired. He 
c(|pe attended by fervants only, Nand 
alighted at the gatei of the caftle \fiih an 
^ir of impatience, and a countenance ex- 
preffive of^|^g emotion. Mkdame, with 
the younflHws, received him in the hall. 
He haflil^^Jplited his daughters, aiid paffed. 
on to the oak' parlour, defiring Madame 
to follow him. She obeyed, and the Har- 
ris enquired with great agitation after • 
V//2oent. When told of his death, he paced 
the room with hurried fteps, and was for* " 
fome time filent. At length feating. himfelf, 
wd /iirveying Madame with a fcrutini3bg^. 
eye, -he aiked fome queftions conceding* 
he particulars of Vincentfs death, Si^r 
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tnentioned hia earneft defire to fee the Mar- 
quis, and repeated his laft words. The 
Marquis remained filent, and Madame pro- 
ceeded to mention thofe circumftances rela- 
tive to the fouthern divifion of the caftle, 
which Ihe thought it of fo much importance 
to difcover. He treated the affair very 
lightly, laughed at her conjefkures, repre- 
fented the appearances fhe defcribed as the 
illufions of a weak and timid mind, and 
broke up the converfation, by going to vifit 
the chamber of Vincent, in which, he re- 
mained a confiderable time. 

On the following day EmSia and Julia 
4ined with the Marquis. He was gloomy 
and filent j their efforts to amufe him feemed 
to excite difpleafure rather than kindnefs 5 
and when the repaft was concluded, he 
iirithdrew to his own apartment, leaving 
his daughters in a ftate of forrow and fur- 
prife. 

* Vincent was to be interred, according to his 
own defire, in the church belonging to the 
convent of St. Nicholas, One of the fervants, 
after receiving fomeneceflary orders concern- 

inji 



( 27 ) 

\ng the funeral, ventured to inform the Maf -^ 
quis of the appearance of the lights in the 
fouth tower. He mentioned the fuperftifious 
reports that prevailed amongft the houfhol^^ 
and complained that the fervants would not 
crofs the courts after it was dark. ** Atid 
who is he that has commiflioned you with 
this ftory ?" faijl the Marquis in a tone of 
difpleafure; " are the weak and ridiculous 
fancies of women and fervants to be ob-» 
truded upon my notice? Away — ^appear 
no more before me, till you have Iearne4 
to fpeak what it is proper for nie to hear**' 
Robert withdrew abamed, and it was fome 
time before any pe^fon ventured to renew 
the fubjeft. with, th^ M^pguis., 

The^' mB^TO^ i^ young Ferdinand now 
drew near, and the Marquis determined 
to celebrate the occafion with feftive mag- 
nificence at the caftle of Mazzini. He 
therefore Tummoned the Marchionefs and his 
fon, from Naples, and very fplehdid pre* 
parations were ordered to be m[a4e. EmiSa 
and Julia dreaded the arrival of the Mar# 
chionefty whofe iafluence they 'had long 
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4 



4 



^.^^ 



• " * 

« -l^pen fenfible of, and from whofe prefence 
*' they anticipated a painful reftraint, Be^ 

neath the gentle guidance of Madame de 
Menon, their hours had paffed in happy tran- 
quillity, ^or they were ignorant alike of the 
forrows and the pleafures of the world. 
Thofe did not opprefs, and thefe did not in- 
flame them. Engaged in the purfuits of 
knowledge, and in the. attainment of elegant 
accomplifhments, their moments flew lightly 
away, and the flight of time was marked 
only by improvement. In Madame was 
united the t^ndernefs of the mother, with 
the fympathy of a friend ; and they loved 
^ her with a warm and inviolable aflfeftion. 

The purpofed vifit of their brother, whom 
they had not feen for feveral years, gave 
them great pleafur.e. Although their minds 
retained no very diftinft remembrance of 
him, they . looked forward with eager and 
delightful eipe£tations to his virtues and 
his talents ; and hoped to find in his com- 
pany, a confolation for the uneafmefs which 
the prefence of the Marchionefs would ex- 
cite. Neither did Julia contemplate with 
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indiiFerence the approaching feftival. A 
new fcene was now opening to her, which 
her young imagination painted in the warm 
and glowing colours, of delight. The near 
approach of pleafure frequently awakens 
the heart lo emotions, which would fail to 
be excited by a more remote and abftraded 
obfervance. Julia, who, in the diftance, 
had confidered the . fplendid gaieties of lifjg 
with tranquillity, now lingered with im* 
patient hope through the moments which 
withheld her from their enjoyH;ients, 
Emilia, whofe feelings were lefs lively, and 
whofe imagination was lefs powerful, be- 
held the approaching feftival with calm 
confideration, and almoft regretted the in- 
terruption of thofe tranquil pleafures, which 
fee knew to be more congenial with. her 
powers and diTpofition. 

In a few days the Marchionefs arrived at 
the caftle. She was foUdwed by a nume- 
rous retinue, and accompanied by Ferdinand, 
and ieveral of the Italian noblefle^ whom 
pleafure attrafted to her train. Her i^n* 
itmce was proclaimed by the found of 
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muficy and thofe gates which had long 
rufted on their hinges, were thrown open 
to receive hen The courts and halls, 
whofe afpeft fo lately expreffed only gloom 
and defolation, now flione with fudden 
fplendour, and echoed the founds of gaiety 
^nd gladnefs. Julia furveyed the fcene 
from an obfcure window ; and as the tri« 
umphal flrains filled the air, her bread 
throbbed, her heart beat quick with joy, and 
fhe loft her apprehenfions from the Mar^ 
chionefs in a fort of wild delight hitherto 
unknown to her. The arrival of the Mar« 
chionefs feetned indeed the fignal of unx* 
verfal and unlimited pleafure. When the 
Marquis came out to receive her, the gloota 
that lately clouded his countenance, brokb 
away in fmiles of welcome, whiqh the whofe 
company appeared to confider as invitations 
to joy. 

The tranquil heart of Emilia waa not 
proof againft a fcene lb. alluring, and Ihe 
fighed at the profpedt, yet fcarcely knew 
why. Julia pointed out to her fifter, the 
graceful figure of a young man who foU 
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h-jreS the Marchionefs, and the expreffed 
her will>es that he might be her brother. 
From the contemplation of the fcene be- 
fore "them, they were fummoned to meet 
the Marebionefs. Julia trembled with ap- 
prehenfioni, and for a few moments wtfhed 
the caftle was in its former ftate. As ibey 
advanced through the faloon, in which. 
> they were prefented, Julia was covered 
with blulhes ; but Emilia, though equally 
timid, preferved her graceful dignity. The 
Marchionefs received them with a mingled 
fmite of condefcenlion and poiicenefs, and 
immediately the whole attention of ths 
company was attraded by their elegance 
and beauty, X^e eager eyes of lulia 
fought in vain to difcover her brother, of 
whofe features (he had no recolleftion in 
tbofe of any ' of the perfons then pre£ent. 
At length her father prefented him, and 
fhe perceived, with a figh of regret, that 
he was not the youth Ihe had obferved from 
the window. He advanced wil 
engaging air, and fhe met him w 
feigned welcome. His figure vt 
c 4 
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majeftic; he had a very noble aadTpirited . 
carriage j and his countenance expreffed at 
once fweetnefs and dignity. Supper was 
ferved in the eaft hallj and the tables were 
fpread with a profufion of delicacies. A 
band of *mufic played during the repaft, aiid 
the evening concluded with a concert in 
the faIoon» 
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CHAP. 11. 

"X HE day of the feftival, fo long and ft* 
impatiently looked for by Julia, was now 
arrived. All the neighbouring nobility 
were invited, and the gates of the caftle 
were thrown open for a, general rejoicing. 
A magnificent entertainment, confifting of 
the moft luxurious and expenfive diflies, 
was ferved in the halls. Soft mufic floated 
along the vaulted roofs, the walls were hun^ 
with decorations, and it feemed as if the 
hand of a magician had fuddeniy raetamor* 
phofed this once gloomy fabric into the 
palace of a fairy. The Marquis, notwith- 
ftanding the gaiety of the fcene, frequently 
appeared abftrafted from its enjoyments,, 
and in fpite of all his ^orts at cheerfulnefs,. 
the melancholy of his heart was vifible in 
his countenance. 

In the evening there was a grand ball;: 
the Marchionefa, who was ftill diftinguifhedb 
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for her beauty, and for the winning ele-. 
gance of her manners, appeared in the 
moft fplendid attire. . Her hair was orna- 
niented with a profufion of jewels, but Was 
fo difpofed as to give an air rather of volup- 
tuoufnefs, than' of grace, to her figure. 
Although confcious of her charms, (he 
beheld the beauty of Emilia and Julia with 
a jealous eye, and was compelled fecretly to 
acknowledge, that the fimple elegance with 
which they were adorned, was more e|i- 
chanting than all the ftudied artifice of 
fplendid decoration. They were drefled 
: ,^like m light Siciiian habits, and the beau« 
%i|8^1 luxuriance of their flowing hair, was 
•reftrained ohly by bandelets of pearl. The 
ball was opened by Ferdinand , and the 
lady Matilda Conftanza; Eniilia danced 
with the young Marquis dello Fazelii, and 
acquitted herfelf with th^ eafe and dignit;^ 
fo natural to her : — ^Julia experiened a va- 
rious emotion of pleafure and fear when 
the Count de Vereza, in whom fhe recol- 
lefted the cavalier fhe had obferved from 
th^ window, led her forth* The grace 
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of her flep, and tlie elegant fymmetry 
of her figure, raifed in the affembly a 
gentle murmur of applaufe; and the foft 
bluih which npw ftole over her cheek, gave 
an additfonal ' charm . to her appearance. 
But when the mufic changed, and 0ie ^ yr 
danced to the foft Sicilian meafure, the 
airy gnice of her movement, and the un- 
afe£bed tendernefs of her air, funk atten- ^ 

tion into fijence, which continued for ferae Ci^<. 
time after the dance fiad ceafed. The ^ 

Marchlooefs obferved the general admira- iV 
tion with feeming plealure, and fvcret on- . 
eafinefs. She had fuffered a very 
folicitude, when the Count de Ver 
leOed h^r for his partner in the danc 
ihe purfued hmj tfitough theevenjn 
an' eye of jealous fcrutiny. Her 
which before glowed only with loi 
now torn by the agitation of othei; [ 
more violent and deftruftive. Her th 
were reftlefs, her mind wandered frc 
fcene before her, and it -required 
addrefs to preferve an apparent eafe 
faw, or fencjed £be faw, an impaflio] 
, c 6 
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in the Count, when he addreffed himfelf to 
Julia, that corroded her heart with jealous 
fury. 

At twelve the gates of the o^ftle were 
thrown open, and the company quitted it 
for the woods, which were fplendidly illu- 
minated. Arcades of light lined the long 
viftas, which were terminated by pyramids 
of lamps that prefented to the eye one 
bright column of Jame. At irregular 
diftances, buildings were erefted*, hung 
with variegated lamps, diJpofed in the 
gayeft and moft fantadic forms. Collations 
were fpread under the trees ; and muHc, 
touched by unfeep hands, breathed around* 
The muficians were placed in the moft ob- 
fcure and embowered fpotS, fo as to elude 
the eye and ftrike the imagination. The 
fcene appeared enchanted. Nothing met 
the eye but beliuty and romantic fplendour ; 
the .ear received no founds but thofe of 
mirth and melody. * The younger part of 
the company formed themfelves into groups, 
which at intervals glanced through the 
woods^ and we£e agaia unfeen. JuliaJ 

feeme^ 
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feemed the magic queen of the place. Heir 

heart dilated with pleafure, and difFufed 

over her features an expreffion of pure and 

comphcent delight. A generous, frank, 

and exalted fentiment fparkled in her eyes, 

and animated . her manner. Her bofom 

glowed with benevolent affedlions ; and Ih^ 

feemed anxious to impart to all around he^ 

V a happinefs as unmixed as that fhe ^xpe« 

rienced. Wherever fhe moved, admiration 

followed her fteps. Ferdinand was as gay 

as the fcene around him. Emilia was* 

. .^leafed : and the Marquis feemed to have 

/ ' left his melancholy in the caftle. The 

i . Marchionefs alone was wretched. She- 

^ fupped with a feled party, in a pavilion ^^i^' 

''the fea-fhbre, which was fitted up wi 

peculiar elegance* It was hung with whit# 

flit, drawn up in f^ftoons, and richly 

fringAl with gold. The fofas were of the 

{sixne materials, and alternate wreaths of 

lamps and of rofes entwined the columns^ 

A row of fmall lamps placed about the 

cornice, formed an edge of light round the 

roof, which, with the^ othe;e auia^iu* 
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lights, was refieded in a blaze of fplendour 
from the large mirrors that adorned the 
room. The Count 'Muriani was of the 
party ; — he complimented the Marchionefe 
on the beauty of her daughters j and after 
hmenting with gaiety the captives which 
their charms would enthral, he mentioned 
the Count de Vereza. "He is certainly* 
of all others the man moft deferving the 
lady Julia. As. they dancdd, I thought 
they exhibited a perfect model of the beauty 
of "either fex: and if I miftake not, they 
are infpired with a mutual admiration.** 
The Marchionefs, endeavouring to conceal 
her uneafinefs, faid, " Yes, my lord, I 
gliow the Count all the merit you adjudge 
hioj; but from the little I have feen of his 
^difpofltion, he is too volatile for a ferious 
attachment.'* At that inftant the Count- 
entered the pavilion : " Ah,*' faid M6riani,T 
laughingly, ^^ you were the fubjeft of our 
converfation, and feem to be come in good 
time to receive the honours allotted you.. 
I was interceding, with the Marchionefs 
for her intereft in your favour, with the 

lady 
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lady Julia; but flie abfolutely refufesit; 
and though (he allows you merit, alleges, 
that you are by nature fickle and inconftant. 
"What fay you— would not the beauty of 
lady Julia bind your unfleady heart ?** 

** I know not how I have deferved that 
charafter of the Marchionefs/* faid the 
Count with a fmile ; ** but that heart mufl: 
be either fickle or infenfible in an uncom- 
mon degree, which can boafl: of freedonx 
in the prefence of lady Julia/' The Matr- 
chionefs, mortified by the whole converfa- 
tion, now felt the full force of Yerezafs** 
reply, which fhe imagined he pointed \wth: 

The ^entertainment concluded with a 
grand firework, which was exhibited on the 
margin of the fea, and the company did not 
^ part till the dawn of morning. Julia re«' 
tired from the fcene with regret. She was 
enchanted with the new world that was 
BOW exhibited to her, and fhe was not cool 
enough to difHn^ifh the * vivid glow of 
imagftiation from the colours of real bUfs. 
The pleafure flie now felt, fte bdieved 
.' \ Wouldt 
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xiirotild always be renewed, and in an equal 
degree, by the cbjefts which firft excited 
it. The weaknefs or humanity is never 
willingly perceived by young minds. It is 
painful to kfiow, that we are operated upon 
by objeds whofe impreffions are variable 
as they are indefinable. — and that what 
yefterday aflfefted us ftrongly, is to-day but- 
imperfedly felt, and to-morrow perhaps 
Ihall be difregarded. When at length, this 
unwelcome truth is received into the mind, 
* we at firft rejedt, with difguft, every appear* 
ance of good, we difdain ta partake of a 
happinefs which we cannot always com- 
mand, and we not unfrequently fink into 
a temporary defpair. Wifdom or accident, 
at length, recals us from our error, and 
offers to us forae objeft capable of pro- 
' * ducing a pleafing, yet lafting effeft, which 
eff^ft, • therefore, we call happinefs. Hap- 
pinefs has this effential difference frolfi 
what is commonly called pleafure, -that 
virtue forms its bafis j and virtue being thcs 
oS^ring of reafon, may be expected to proj» 
duce xxmiQXWJitj Qf effeft* 

The 
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The paffipns which had hitherto lain con- 
cealed in Julia's heart, touched by circum- 
ftance, dilated to its^jower, and afforded 
her a flight experience of the pain and de- 
light which flow from their influence. The 
beauty and accomplifliments of Vereza 
raifed in her a new and various emotion, 
which refledion made her fear to encourage^ 
but which was too pleafmg to be wholly 
refifl:ed. Tremblingly alive to a fenfe of 
delight, and unchilled by difappointment, 
the young heart welcomes every feeling, 
not fimply painful, with a romantic expec- 
tation, that will expand into blifs. y 

Julia fought with eager anxiety to dif- 
coyer the fentiments of Vereza towards 
her ; flie revolved each circumftance of the 
day, but they afforded her little fatisfaflion ; 
they refledled only a glimmering and un-. 
certain light, which^ infl:ead of guiding, 
ferved only to perplex her. Now flie re- 
membered fome inftance of particular at- 
tention, and then fome mark of. ap|]^arent 
indifference. She compared his conctui'Si 
with that of the other young nobleffe ;/ asid 
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thought each appeared equally defirous of 
the favour of every lady prefent. All the 
ladies, however, apjjpared to her to court 
the admiration of Vereza, and (he trembled 
left he ihouid be too fenfible of the didinc* 
tion. She drev^ from thefe refledions no 
poiitive inference; and though di&raft 
rendered pain the predominant feaiation, 
it was {o escquiiitely interwoven with de« 
light, that fhe could hot wi& it exchanged 
for her former eafe* Thoughtful and reft* 
lels, ileep fled from her eyes^ and (he longed 
with impatience fot the mornings which;, 
ihopld again prefent Vere2»> aad enaUe 
her to purfue the enquiry^ She icfe early^ 
and adorned herfelf with unufual care» la 
hfer favourite clofet fhe awaited the hour of 
breakfaft, and endeavoured to read^ but 
her thoughts wandered from the fubjedL. 
Her lute and favourite airs loft half their 
power to pleafe; the day feemed to ftand 
ftill— fhe became melancholy, and thought 
the breakfaft hour would never arrive. At 
length the clock ftruck the fignal,— the 
found vibrajeftj on. every nerve, and trem- 
bling 
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bling flie quitted the clofet for her. fitter** 
apartment. Love taught her difguife. Till 
then Emilia had fhar^ all her thoughts j 
they now defcended to the breakfaft-room 
in filence, and Julia almoft feared to meet 
her eye* In the breakfaft-room- they were 
alone. Julia found it impoffible to fupport 
a converfanoB with Emilia, whofe obferva- 
tions, interrupting the courfe of her 
thoughts, became unintereding and tire- 
fome. She was therefore about to retire 
to her clofet, when the Marquis entered* 
His air was haughty and his look fevere. 
He coldly faluted his daughters, and they 
had (Scarcely time to reply to his gener^ 
enquiries, when the Marchionefs entered, 
and the company foon after aifembled. 
Julia, who had awaited with fo painful an 
impatience for the moment which fliould 
prefent Vereza to her (ight, now fighed 
that it was arrived. She fcarcely dared to 
lift her timid eyes from the ground, and 
when by accident they met his, a foft 
tremour feized her ; and apprehenfion Teft 
he fhould difcover her fentimeai^.^terved 
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only to render her confufion eonfpicuous; 
At length a glance from the Marchionefs 
recalled her bewildered thoughts ; and 
other fears fuperfeding thofe of love, her 
mind, by degrees, recovered its- dignity. 
She could diftinguifh in the behaviour of 
Vereza no fymptoms of particular admira- 
tion, and fhe refolved to condufl: herfelf 
towards him with the moil fcrupulous 
care. 

This day, like the preceding one, was 
devoted to joy. In the evening there was 
a concert, which was chiefly performed by 
the nobility. Ferdinand played the vio- 
loncello, Vereza the German flute, and 
Julia the piano forte, which {he touched 
with a delicacy and execution that engaged 
every auditor. The confufion of Julia 
may be eafily imagined, when Ferdinand, 
felefting a beautiful duet, defired Vereza 
would accompany bis fifter. The pride ' 
of confcious excellence, however, quickly 
overcame her timidity, and enabled her to 
exert all her powers. The air was fimple 
and pathetic, and fhe gave it thofe charms 
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of exprefHon fo peculiarly her own. She 
ftruck the chords of her piano forte in 
beautiful accompaniment^ and towards the 
clofe of the fecond ftanza, her voice refting 
on one note, fwelled into a tone fo exqui* 
•fite, and from thence defcended to a few 
fimple notes, which fhe touched with fuch 
impalHoned tendernefs, that every eye wept 
to the founds. The breath of the flute 
trembled, and Hippolitus entranced, forgot 
to play. A paufe of filence enfued at .the 
conclufion of the piece, and continued till 
a general (igh feemed to awaken the tau* 
dience from their enchantment. Amid the 
general applaufe, Hippolitus was .filent. 
Julia obferved his behaviour, and gently 
raifing her eyes to his, there read the fen* 
timents which fhe had infpired. An ex- 
quifite emotion thrilled her heart, and flie 
experienced one of thofe rare moments 
ij^ich illuminate life with a ray of blifs, by 
which the darknefe of its general fhade is 
<:ontrafl:ed. Care, doubt, every difagree* 
able fenfation vaniflied, and for the re» 
niainder of the evening Ihe was c6nfcio#' 

only 
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toly of delight, A timid refpeft marked 
the manner of Hippolitus, more flattering 
to Julia than the moft ardent profefljons. 
The evening concluded with a ball, 
and Julia was again the partner of the 
Count. 

When the ball broke lip, (he retired to 
her apartment, but not to fleep. Joy is as 
reftlefs as anxiety or forrow. She feemed 
to have entered upon a new ftate of exift- 
ence ; — thofe fine fprings of affeftion which 
had hitherto lain concealed, were now 
touched, and yielded to her a happinefs 
more exalted than any her imagination 
ever painted. She refleded on the tran* 
quiHity of her paft life, and comparing it 
with the eniofions of the prefent hour, 
exulted in the difference. All her former 
pleafures new appeared infipid ; Khe won- 
dered that they ever had power to aflfeft 
her, and that (he had endured with content 
the dull uniformity to which ihe had been 
condemned. It was now only that fhe ap- 
peared to live. Abforbed in the fingle 
idea of being beloved^ her imagination 

foared 
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Toared into the regions of romantic blifsj 
and bore her high above the poflibility of 
eviL Since fhe was beloved by Hippolitns^ 
ike could only be happy. 

From this ftate of entranced delight fhe 
was awakened by the found of mufic in!l^ 
mediately under lier window* It was a 
lute touched by a mafterly hand. After a 
wild and melancholy fymphony, a voice of 
more than magic expreffion fwelled into an 
air fo pathetic and tender, that it feemed 
to breathe the very foul of love. The 
thords of the lute were ftruck in low and 
fweet accompaniment. Julia liftened, and 
diflinguifhed the following words ; 

V S O N N E T. 

^TiLt. is the night breezel^not a lonely lound 
Steals through the Ifilence of this dreary hour $ 

"O'er thefe high battlements Sleep reigns profound> 
And fheds on all his fw«et oblivious power. 

On all btit me— 1 vainly aft his dews 
To :fte^p in fhort forgetfulnefs niy cares : 

Th' aiFrighted god ftill ffies wben Love ptirfueS) 
^Sl^UMftiil deaies the wteteheU l%y&f$^fft^n* 

Am 
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An interval of filence followed, and the 
air was repeated ; after ;i«rhich the mufic 
t\'a3 heard no more. If before Julia be- 
lieved that fhe was loved by Hippolftus, 
Ihe was now confirmed in the fweet»ipahty. 
But. fleep at length fell upon her fenfes, 
and the airy forms of ideal bills no longer 
fleeted before her imagination. Morning 
came, and flxe arofe light and refrdhed. 
How different were her prefent fenfations 
from thofe of the .preceding day, JEier 
anxie* * had now evaporated in joy, and 
fhe experienced that airy dance of fpiriis 
which accumulates delight from every ob- 
je£l ; tind with a power like the touch of 
enchantment, can transform a gloomy 
defert into a fmiling Edep. She fiew to 
the breakfaft-room^ fcarcely confcious of 
motion ; but as Ihe entered it, a foft 
confufion overcame her ; (he bluihed, and 
almoft feared to meet the eyes of Vereza. 
She was prefently relieved, however; for 
the Count was not there. The company * 
aflembled — ^Julia watched thf entrance of 
every {)prfon with painful anxiety y but be 

for 
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for whom (he looked did not af^ar* Sur^ 
prifed .^ad uiieafy^ fhe fixed her eyes on the 
do^ and whenever k opened, her heart 
^at with an expedati^ which was as often 
checSR by difappointmeat. ' In fptte of 
all her efl(brts, her vivacity funk into Ian« 
gaor, and fiie then perceved that love may 
produce other feofations than' thofe of de<* 
light. She found it poffible to be un^ 
happy, though loved by Hippolitusj and 
ackaowledged with a figh of regret, which 
was yet new to her, how tremblingly hei? 
peace depended upon him. He neither 
appeared nor was mentioned at breakfaft ; 
but though delicacy prevented her en- 
quiring after him, converfation foon became 
irkf(Hne to her, and &e retired to the apart* 
merit of Madame de .Menon. There flie 
employed herfelf in paititing, and endea- 
voured to beguile the time till the hour of 
dinjier, when ihe hop&d to fee Hippolitus. 
Madame was, as ufual, friendly and cheer* 
ful, but file perceived a referve in the con* 
duft of Julia, - and penetrated without diffi. 
culty into its caufe* She waSj however, 
VOL. I. D ignorant 
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ignorant of the objed of her pupiPs ad- 
miration. The hour fo eagerly defired by 
Julia at length arrived, and with a imi- 
tating heart fhe entered the hall. The 
Count was not there, and in the courfe of 
converfationi (he learned that he had that 
morning failed for Naples. The fcene 
which fo lately appeared enchanting to her 
eyes, now changed its hue; and in the 
midft of fociety, and furrounded by gaiety, 
ihe was folitary and deje&ed. She accufed 
herfeif of having fuffered her wiflies to 
miflead her judgment; and the prefent 
conduQ: of Hippolitus convinced her, that 
Ihe had miftaken admiration, for a fenti* 
ment more tenden She believed tpo, that 
^he^mufician who had addrefied h6r in his 
fbnnet, was not the Count ; and thus at 
once was diflblved all the ideal fabrick of 
her happinefs. How ihort a period often 
reverfes the character of our fentiments, 
rendering that which yefterday we defpife^, 
to day defirable. The tranquil ftate which 
ihe had fo lately delighted to quit, fhe now 
refleded upon with regret* She had, how^* 

. ever. 
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ever^ the confolation of believing that her 
fentiments towards the Count were. un« 
known, and the fweet confcioufnefs that 
her ccmdud had been goYemed by a nice 
fenfe of propriety* 

The public rejoidngs at the caftle clofcd 
with the week; but the gay fpirit of the 
Marchionefs forbade a return to tranquil- 
lity ; and flie fubftituted diverfions more 
prinrate, but in fplendour fcarcely inferior 
Co the preceding one& She had obferved 
the behaviour df Hippolitus on the night of 
the concert with chagrin, and his departure 
with forrow ; yet diiUaining to perpetuate 
misfortune by reflexion, (he fought to lofe 
the fei]fe of difappointment in the hurry of 
diflipc^tion. But her eiforts to erafe hint 
from her ' remembrance were inefFeftual. 
Unaccuftomed to oppofe the bent of her 
inclinations, they now maintained un- 
bounded fway; and ihe found too late, 
that in order to have a due command ci 
our paifionsy it is neceffary to fubjed thent 
to early obedience. Paffion, in its undue 
influence, produces weaknefs as well as in- 

D 2 juftice. 
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juftice* The pain which now recoiled upon 
her heart from difappointment, flie had not 
ftrength of mind to endure, and flie fought 
relief from its prefTure in affli^ing the 
innocent. JuUa, whofe beauty Ihe imagined 
had captivated the Count, and confirmed 
him in indiffarence towards her£^ ihe 
inceflantly tormented, by the eiiercife of 
thofe various and fpienetic little arts which 
elude the eye of the common obierver, smd 
are only to be known by thofe who have 
felt them. Arts, which mdividually are 
inconfidcrable, but in the aggregate, 
Itmount to a cruel and dedfive effed. 

From , Julia's mind the idea of hapjunefs 
was now'^faded. Pleafure had withdrawn 
her beam from t^e prolped, and the ob« 
jeds, no logger illumined by her ray, be- 
came dark and colourlefe. As often as her 
fituation would permit, flie withdrew from 
ibciety, and fought the freedom of folitude, 
.where flie could ihdulge in melancholy 
ihoughts, and give a loofe to that defpair 
which is fo apt to follow the difappointment 

of our firft hopes. 
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Week after week elapfed^ yet no mention 
was made of returning to Naples. The 
Marquis at length declared it his intention 
to fpend the remainder of the fummer in 
the caflle. To this determination the Mar* 
chi(^efs fubmitted with decent refignation^ 
for fhe was here furrounded by a croud of 
flatterers, and her invention fupplied her 
with continual diverfions : that gaiety which 
rendered Naples fo dear to her, glittered 
in the woods of Mazzini, and refounded 
through the caftle. 

The apartments of Madame de Menon 
were fpacious and noble. The windows 
opened upon the fea, and commanded a 
view of the flraits of Meflioa, bounded an 
one fide by the beautiful fhores of the ifle 
of Sicily, and on the other by the high 
mountains of Calabria. The (traits, filled 
with veflels whofe gay ftreamers glittered 
to the fun beam, prefented to the eye an 
ever moving fcene. The principal room 
opened upon a ga\Jery that overhung the 
grand terrace of the caftle ; and it com* 
manded a profpeft, which for bewty and 
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extent has feldom been equalled. Thefe 
were formerly confidered the chief apart- 
ments of the caftle ; and when the Marquis 
quitted them for Naples, were allotted for 
the refidence of Madame de Menon, and 
her young charge. The Marchionefs, 
ftruck with the profpefl which the win- 
dows afforded^ and with jhe pleafantnefs 
of the gallery, determined to reftore the 
rooms to their former fplendour. She 
lignified this intention to Madame, for 
whom other apartments were provided. 
The chambers of Emilia and Julia forming 
part of the fuite, they were alfo claimed 
by the Marchionefs, who left Julia only her 
favourite clofet. The rooms to which they 
removed, were fpacious, but gloomy j they 
had been for fome years uninhabited } and 
though preparations had been made for the 
reception of their new inhabitants* an air 
of defolation reigned within them that in- 
fpired melancholy fenfations. Julia obferved 
that her chamber, wl^ich opened beyond 
Madame's, formed a part of the fquthern 
building, with which, however, there ap- 
peared 
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peared no means of communication. The 
late myfterious circumftances relating to 
this part of the fabric, now arofe to her 
imagination, and conjured up a,*;terror 
which reafon could not fubdue. ?M told 
her emotions to Madame, who, with more 
prudence than fmcerity, laughed at her 
fears. The behaviour of the Marquis, the 
dying words of Vincent, together with 
the preceding circumftances of alarm, had 
funk deep in the mind of Madame ^ but 
fee faw the ncceffity of confining to her 
own breaft, doubts which time only could 
refolve. 

Julia endeavoured to reconcile herfelf to 
the change, and a circumftance foon oc- 
curred which obliterated her prefent fenfa-< 
tions, and excited others far more intereft- 
ing. One day that flae was arranging fome 
papers in the fmall drawers of a cabinet 
that flood in her apartment, flie found a 
pi5:ure which fixed all her attention. It 
was a miniature of a lady, whofe counte* 
nance was touched with forrow, and ex- 
preffed an air of dignified refignation. ^ 
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The mournful fweetnefs of her eyes, raifed 
towards Heaven with a look of frfjjplicatron, 
and the melancholy languor tl^t ihaded 
her ^kres, fo deeply af^e^d ^I|a, ^that 
her e^^vere filled with involuntary 'tears* 
She fighed and wept, ftiH^^zing on the 
pidure, which feemed to ^gage her by a 
kind of fafcina^on. She almoft fancied that 
the portrait breathed, and that the eyes 
were fixed oA her*s with a look of pene- 
trating ibftnefe. Full of the emotions 
which the miniature had excited, fhe pre- 
fented it to Madame, whofe mingled for* 
row and furprife increafed her curiofity. 
Btit what were the various^ fenfations 
which preffed upon her heart, on learning 
that fhe had wept over the refemblance of 
her mother I Deprived of a mother's ten- 
dernefs before fhe was fenfible of its value, 
it was now only that fhe mourned the event 
which lamentation could not recall. Emilia, 
with an emotion as exquifite, mingled her 
tears with thofe of her fitter. With eager 
impatience they prelTed Madame to dif- 
clole the caufe of that forrow w^hich fo 
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emphatically marked the feafures of their 
mother* 

«* Alas! my dear children,*' faid Ma* 
dame, deeply fighing, " you engage me 
in a tafk too fevere, not only for your peace, 
but for mine ; fince, in giving you the in- 
formation you require, I muft retrace 
fcenes of my own life, which I wifli for ever 
obliterated. It would, however, be both 
cruel and unjuft to withhold an expla- 
nation fo nearly interefling to you, and 
I will facrifice my own eafe to your wiflies. 

^* Louifa de Bernini, your mother, was, 
as you well know, the only daughter of the 
Count de Bernini. Of the misfortunes of 
your family, I believe you are yet ignorant. 
The chief eftates of the Count were fituated 
in the Val di Djsmonai a valley, deriving its 
name from its vicinity to Mount ^tna, 
which vulgar tradition has peopled with 
devils. In one of thofe dreadful eruptions 
of uflEtna, which deluged this valley with a 
flood of fire, a great part of your 'grand- 
^Either's domains in that quarter weite laid 
wafte.. The Count was at thac time -with a 
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part of hb £unily at Meifinay but the Copa* 
te(s and her fon, who were m the country^ 
were deftroyed. The remaining property 
of the Count was proportionably inconfider- 
able, and the lois of his wife and fon deeply 
affeded him. He retired with Louiia, his 
only furviving child, who was then near 
fifteen, to a fmall eftate near Catania. 
There was fome degree of relationfhip be- 
tween your grandfather and myfelf ; and 
your mother was attached to me by the 
ties of fentiment, which, as we grew up, 
united us fiill more ftrongly than thofe of 
blood. Our pleafures and our taftes were 
the fame ; and a fimilarity of misfortunes 
might, perhaps, contribute to cement our 
early firiendfhip. I, like herfelf, had loft 
a parent in the eruption of iEtna. My 
mother had died before I underftood her va- 
lue, but my father, whom I revered and tenr 
derly loved, was deftroyed by one of thofe ter- 
rible event8,>|^is lands were buried beneath 
ihe lava, and he left an only fon and myfelf 
to mourn his fate, and encounter the 
evils of poverty. The Couot, "whQ was 

our 
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our. neareft furviving relation, generoufly 
took us home to his houfe, and declared 
that he confidered us as his children. To 
amufe his leifure hours, he undertook to 
finifh the education of my brother, who 
was then about feventeen, and whofe rifmg 
genius promifed to reward the labours of 
the Count, Louifa and my felf often fhared 
the inftruftion of her father, and at thofe 
hours Orlando was generally of the party. 
The tranquil retirement of the Count's 
fituation, the rational employment of his 
time between his own ftudies, the education 
of thofe whom he called his children, and 
the converfation of a few felefl friends, 
anticipated the efFe£k of time, and foftened 
the afperities of hi? diftrefs into a tender^ 
complacent melancholy. As for Louifa 
and myfelf, who were yet new in life, and 
whofe fpirits pofleffed the happy elafticity of 
youth, our minds gradually Ihifted from 
fuffering to tranquillity, and from tranquil* 
lity to happinefs. I have fometimes thought, 
that when my brother has been reading to 
her a delightful pafTage, the countenance, of 

J> 6 Louife 



( 6o ) 

Louifa difcovered a tender interefty which 
feemed to be excited rather by the reader 
than by the author. Thefe days, which were 
furely the moft enviable of our lives, noW 
pafled in ferene enjoyments, and in con- 
tinual gradations of improvement. 

** The Count defigned my brother for 
the army, and the time now drew nigh 
when he was to join the Sicilian regiment, 
in which he had a commiffion. The abfent 
thoughts, and dejected fpirits of my cou£n, 
now difcovered to me the fecret which had 
long been concealed even from herfelf ; for 
it was not till Orlando was about to depart, 
that flie perceived how dear he was to her 
peace. On the eve of his departure, the 
Count lamented with fatherly, yet manly 
tendernefs, the diftance which was foon to 
feparate us. " But we (hall meet again,^ 
faid he, " when the honotirs of war ihall 
have rewarded the bravery of my fon.* , 
Louifa grew pale, a half fupprefled figh 
efcaped her, and to conceal her emotion, ihe 
turned to her harpfichord. 

*[ My brother had a favourite dogf 

which. 



whicli, before he fet off, he prefented to 
Louifa, and committing it to her care,begged 
{he would be kind to it^ and fometimes 
Temember its mafter. He checked his 
rifing emotion, but as he turned from her, 
I perceived the tear that wetted his cheek. 
He departed, and with him the fpirit of our 
happinefs feemed to evaporate. The fcenes 
which his prefence had formerly enlivened, 
was liow forlorn and melancholy, yet we 
loved to wander in what were once his 
favourite haunts. Louifa forbore to men- 
tion my brother even to me, but frequently, 
when fhe thought herfelf unobferved, Ihe 
would (leal to her harpfichord, and repeat 
the ftrain which fhe had played on the; 
evening before his departure. 

*^ We had the pleafure to hear from 
time to time that he was well j and though 
his own mpdefty threw a veil over his cpn- 
duQ:, we could colleft from other accounts 
that he had behaved with great bravery. 
At length the time of his return approached, 
and the enlivened fpirits of Jo&i declared 
the influence he retained in her heart. 

He 
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He returned, bearing pubUc teftimony of 
his valouFy in the honours which had been 
conferred upon him. He was received 
with univerfal joy; the Count welcomed 
him with the pride and fondnefs of a fa- 
ther, and the villa became again the feat of 
happinefs. His perfon and manners were 
much improved J the elegant beauty of the 
youth was now exchanged for the graceful 
dignity of manhood, and fome knowledge of 
the world was added to that of the fciences. 
The joy which illumined his countenance 
when he met Mia,.fpoke at pnce his adf 
miration and his love ; and the blu(h which 
her obfervation of it brought upon her. 
cheek, w6uld haye difcovered even to an 
uninterefted fpedator that this joy was 
mutual. 

" Orliando brought with, him a young 
Frenchman, a brother officer, who had 
refcued him from imminent danger in bat- 
tle, and whom he introduced to the Count 
as his preferver. The Count received him 
with gratitude and diftindion, and he was 
for a confiderable time an inmate at the villa.. 

His 
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His maimers were fingularly pleafing, and 
his underfl:an4ing was cultivated and re- 
fined. He foon difcovered a partiality for 
me, and he was indeed too pleafing to be 
feen with indiflference. Gratitude for the 
valuable life he had preferved, was perhaps 
the ground work of an efteem which fopx^ 
increafed into the moil affe£tionate love. 
Our attachment grew ftronger as our ac- 
quaintance increafed; and at length the 
Chevalier de Menon aiked me of the 
Count, who confulted my heart, and finding 
it favourable to the connexion, proceeded 
to make the neceifary enquiries concerning 
the fan;iily of the flranger. He obtained a 
fatisfa£tory and pleafing account of it. The 
Chevalier was the lecond fon of a French 
gentleman of large eftates . in France, who 
had beeA fome years deceafed. He had 
left feveraUbns ; the family eftate, of courfe, 
devolved to the eldeft,butto the two youngeir 
he had bequ^tl^d, . confiderable property. 
Our t^arriage was folemnized in a private 
manner at the villa, in the prefence of the 
Count, Lpuifa, and my brother. Soon 

after 
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after the nuptials, my hufband and Orlando 
were remanded to their regiments^ My bro- 
ther's affe£Uons were now unalterably fixed 
upon Louifa, but a fentiment of delicacy 
and generofity .ilill k^t him filent. He 
thought, poor as he was, to folicit the hand 
of. Louifa, would be to r^ay the kindnef^ 
of the Count with ingratitude, I have feen 
the inward ftruggles of his- heart, and mine 
has bled for him. The Count and Loui& 
fo earneftly folicited me to remain at the 
villa during the campaign, that at length 
my huflband confented. We parted — O I*; 
let me forget th^ period ! — Had I accom^- 
panied him, all might have been well j and 
the long, long years of afHiftion which foU 
lowed had been fpared me/' . 

The horn now founded the fignal for 
dinner, and interrupted the narrative of 
Madame. Her beauteoiis audUors wiped 
the tears from their eyes, and v^ith extreme 
telu dance defcended to the balU The day 
was occupied with company smd diverfions,. 
and it was not till late in the evenmj^ 
that they were fitfered to retire.. Theji^ 

baflened 



~"~rr»ti-' \ra 



r 
I 



(■ 65 > 

baftened to Madame immediately upon 
their bemg releafed; and too much in** 
terefled for fleep, and too importunate 
to be repulfed, folidted the fequel of her 
ftory. She objected the latenefs xd the 
hour, but at length^ yielded to their 
entreaties. They drew their chairs clofe ' 
to her's; and every fenfe being abfbrbed 
in the fingle one of hearing, followed her 
through the courfe of her narrative. -^ 

" My brother again departed without 
difcloiing his fentiments ; the effo/t it coft 
him was evident, but his fenfe of honour 
furmounted every oppofing conlGderation. 
Louifa again drooped, and pined in filent 
forrow. I lamented equally for my friend 
and my brothec; and l(iave a thoufand 
times accufed that delicacy' as falfe, which 
with held them from the happmefs they 
might fo eafily^ and fo innocently have 
obtained. The behaviour of the Count, at 
lead to my eye, feemed to indicate thd 
fatisfadion which this union would ha^/e 
given him. It was about this period that 
the Marquis Mazzini firft f^w and became 

enamoured 
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cnamourei of Louifa. His propofab w^re 
very flattering, but the Count forebore to 
exert the undue authority of a father ; and- 
he ceafed Co prels the coxuieffion, when 
he perceived that Louifa was really averfe 
to it. Louiia was fenfible. of the ^&ae^ 
to&ty of his cixidud, and fhe could fcarce- 
ly rejed the alliance without a figh, vftdch 
her gratitude paid to the tindnefs of her 
fetheisi 

^^But an event now happened whklh 
diifolv.ed at once pur hapi»neis, and all 
our air-drawn fchemes for futurity* A dis- 
pute which it feems originated ' in a trifle^ 
but fooh increafed to a ferious degree^ 
arofe between the Chevalkr da Memn and 
my brother. It was decided by the fwprd 
and my dear brother feU by the hand of 
my hufband. I ihall pafs over this period 
of my life. It is too painful for recollection* 
-The effed of this event upon Lquifa was 
fuch as may be imagined. The world was 
now become indifferent to her, ^and as (he 
had no profpeft of happinefs for herfelf, 

ihe was unwilling ta withhold it from the 

father^ 
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father, who had deferved fo much Vf her* 
After fome time, when the Marquis renew- 
ed his addrefles, fhe gave him her hand-# 
The charadlers of the Marquis and his lady 
were in their nature too oppofite to form 
a happy union. Of this Louifa was very 
foon fenfible ; and though the mildnefs 
of her difpoGtion made her tamely fubmit 
to the unfeeling authority of her hufband^ 
his behaviour funk deep in her heart, 
and flie pined in fecret. It wa^ impoffible 
for her to avoid oppofing the character 
of the Marquis to that of him upon whom 
her afFedions had been fo fondly and fo 
juftly fixed. The comparifon increafed 
her fufferings, which foon preyed upoiii 
her conftitution, and very vifibly aSe£ted 
her health* Her fituation deeply afflided 
the Count, and united with the infirmities 
of age to ihorten his life. 

** Upon his death, I bade adieu to my 
coufin, and quitted Sicily for Italy, where 
the Chevalier de Menon had for fome time 
expeded me. Our meeting was very affeft- 
ing. My refentment towards him was 

done 
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done away, wheit I obferved bis pale and 
altered countenance, and perceived the 
melancholy which preyed upon his heart. 
All the airy vivacity of his former manner 
was fled, and he wa$ devoured by unavail- 
ing grief and remorfe. He deplored with 
unceafing forrow the friend he had mur- 
dered, and my prefence feemed to open 
afre{h the wounds which time had begun to 
, elofe. His affiidion, united with my own^ 
was almoft more than 4 could fupport^ 
but Iwas doomed to fufFer, and endure 
yet more. In a fubfequent engagement my 
hufband^ weary of exigence, rufhed into 
the heat of battle, and there obtained au 
honourable death. In a paper which he 
left behind him, he faid it was his in- 
tention to die in that battle ; that he had 
long wiflied for deaths and waited for an 
opportunity of obtaining it without flain-' 
ing his own charaSer by the cowardice of 
fuicide, or diftreffing me by an aft of 
butchery. This event gave the finifliing 
ftroke to my afflidions ; — yet let me re- 
trafl: : — another misfortune awaited me 

when 
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\vheji I lead expefted one. The Chevalier 
de Menon died without a will, and his bro- 
thers refufed to give up his eftate, unleTs J 
could produce a witnefs of my marriage. 
I returned to Sicily, and to my inex;* 
prefBble forrow found that your mother 
had died during my ftay abroad, a prey^ 
I fear, to grief. The prieft who per- 
formed the ceremony of my marriage, 
having been threatened with punifliment 
for fome ecclefiaftical offences, had fecretly 
left the country ; and thus was I deprived 
of thofe proofs which were neceflary to 
authenticate my claims to the eftates of 
my hufband. ^ His brothers, to whom I 
was an utter ftranger, were either too pre^ 
judiced to believe, or believing, were too 
diflionourable to acknowledge the juftice 
of my claims. I was therefore at once 
abandoned to forrow and to poverty j 
^ fmali legacy from the Count de Ber- 
nini, being all that now remained to 
me. 

^' When the Marquis married Maria 
de Vellorao, which *was about this pe- 
riod 
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riod, he defigned to quit Mazzmi for 
Naples. His fon was to accompany him, 
but it was ills intention to leave you, who 
were both very young, to the care of feme 
perfon qualified to fuperintend your educa* 
tion* My drctimftances rendered the of* 
fice aoceptable, and my former fiiend/bip 
for your mother made the duty pleafing 
to me. The Marquis was, I believes glad 
to be fpared the trouble of fearching fur* 
ther for what he had hitherto fo«ixi^ ^^ 
difficult to obtain «— a perfon whom incli- 
nation as well as duty would bind ' to his 
interelL" 

Madame ceafed to fpeak, and Emilia 
and Julia wept to the memory of the mo- 
ther, whofe misfortunes this ftory re- 
corded. The fufferings of Madame, to- 
gether with her former friend&i^ for the 
lace Marchipnefs, endeared her to her pu- 
pils, who from this period endeavoured by 
every kind and delicate attention to oblite" 
rate the -traces of her forrows. Madame 
was fenlible of this tendernefs, and it was 
produ^ive in feme degree of the eSeOt de* 
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fired. But a|;incident foon after occurred^ 
which drew oflF their minds from the con- 
lideration of their mother's fate to a 
fubje£i; more wonderful and equally in- 
terefting. f 

One iiigfat that Emilia and Julia had 
been detained, by company, in ceremonial « 
reftraint, later than ufual, they were in* 
duced by the eafy converfation of Madame, 
and by the pleafure which a retmrn to 
Vberty naturally produces, to defer the 
hour of repofe till the night was far ad* 
vanced*. . They were engaged in inlereftkig 
difcourfe, when Madame, who was then 
fpeaking, wsTs interrupted by a low hollow 
found, which arofe from beneath the apart* 
ment, and feemed like the doling of a door. 
Chilled into a filence, they liftened and 
diftin^ly heard it repeated. Deadly ideas 
crowded upon their imaginations, and in- 
fpired a terror which fcarcely allowed them 
to breathe. The noife lafted only for a 
moment, and a profound filence fo6n en- 
Aied. Their feelings at length relaxed, and 

fuffered 
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fuffered them to Qiove to Emilia's apart- 
ment, when zgmf they heard the £une 
founds. Almoft diftra&ed wkh fear, they 
rufhed Into Madam^'s apartment, vhere 
EmiUa funk upon the ked and £adnted. It 
was a confiderable time ere the efforts of 
Madame recalled her to fiiAfatioo. When 
jft^ they yfere again tranquil, ihe employed 
all her endeavours to <;ompofe the fi»rits 
of die young ladies, and difliiade then 
from alarming the caflle. Involved in dark 
and fearful doubts, ihe yet commanded her 
feeUi^s, and endeavoured to afibme an ap« 
pearance of compofure* The late beha« 
viour of the Marquis had cenvinced her 
that he was nearly conne&ed with the{ 
myftery :yhich hung over this part- of thej 
edifibe ; and ihe dreaded to excite his refent'l 
meat by a farther mention of alarms, wbid 
were perhaps only ideal, and wbofe realitj 
flie had certainly no means of proving* 

Influenced )oy thefe confiderations, 
Budeavoured ^ prevsdl on En^ilia and Juli 
to await in filence fome confirmation 

th 
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I their farmifes ; but thor terror made this 
3 very difficult talk. They acquiefced, how- 
ever, fo far with her wilhes, as to agree to 
conceal the preceding circum(lancc3 ffajn 
every perfbn but thar brother ,withoQt whofe 
proteding jMrefence <hey declared it utterly 
impofGble to pafs another sight ia the 
apartments. -For the reminder of this 
night they resolved to watch. To beguile 
the tedioufnef^ of the time, they endea- 
voured to converfe j but the minds of - 
Emilia and Julia were too much affe^ed 
by the late occurrence to wander from thfc 
fubjeft. They compared this with the 
foregoing chxumftance of the 6gure and 
the ^ht which had appeared } thdr ima- 
ginalV^ns kindled wild conjectures, and 
ihey fubmttted tfaar opinions to Madame, 
entreating ber to inform them fmcerely, 
whetlwr ihe believed that difembodied 
fpirits were ever .pennitt*d to tifit this 
eath. 

** My cWldren," fmd fli 
attempt to perfuade you th 
of fuch fpirits is impoflib 
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fay that any thing is impoffible to dod ? 
We know that he has made us, who 
are embodied fpirits; he, therefore, can 
make^^ unembodied fpirits* If we cannot 
tmdeiftand how fuch fpirits exifl:, we ihould 
confida: the limited powers of our minds, 
and that WiS can not underftand many things 

. which are indifputably true. Na one yet 
knows why the magnetic needle points to 
the north \ y]^ you,, who have never feen 
a ^ magnet, do not heiitate to believe that 
it has this tendency, bepaufe you have been 
well aflured of itj both from books and 
in converfation* Since, therefore, we are 

. fure that nothing is impoffible xa God^ .and 

that fuch beings may exift, though we can 

not tell how, we ought to confider by what 

evidence their exiftence is fwpiirted. I do 

not fay that fpirits hm^e appeared ; but if 

feveral difcreet^ unprejudiced perfons were 

to affure me that they had feen one, I 

ihbuld not be proud or bold enough to 

^-^ ^«c it is impoffible/* Let not, 

to aw(^^ fm^jj confiderauons difturb your 

have &id thus much, becaufe I 
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was unwilling to impofe upon your under« 
(landings ; it is now your part to exercife 
your reafon, and prelerve the unmqved 
confidence of virtue. Such fpirits, if 
indeed they bare ever been feen, can have 
appeared only by the exprefs permiffion of. 
God, and for fome very fingular purpofes ; 
be afiured diat there are no beings who a£t 
unfeen by bins; and that, therefore, there 
are none ftt>m whom innocence caa ever 
fuffer harm.*' 

No further ftg^unds dHturbed them for 
that time ; and before the morning dawn- 
ed, wearinefs infenlibly overcame appi^ 
henfion, and funk them in repofe. 

When Ferdinand learned the ciPcum* 
dances relative to the fouthern fide of the 
caftle, his imagination feized with avidity 
each appearance of myftery, and infpired 
hkn with an irrefilUble defire to penetrat^^ 
the fecrets of this defolate part of th€ fa- 
brick. He very readily confented to watctej 
with his lifters in" Julians apartment; but 

c 

as his chamber was in a remote part of 
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the caftle^ there would be fome dif- 
ficuky in pafling unobferved to her's. It 
was agreed^ however, that when all was 
hufhed he fhould make the attempt. Hav- 
ing thus refolved, Emilia and Julia waited 
the return of night with reftlefs and fearful 
impatience. 

At length the family retired to red. 
The caftle clock had ftruck one, and Julia 
began to fear that Ferdinand had been dif- 
covered^ when a knocking was heard at 
the door of the oufward chamber. 

Her heart beat with apprehenfipns, which 
resjjpn could not juftify. Madame rofe, and 
enquiring who was there, was anfwered by 
the voice of Ferdinand. The door was chear- 
fuUy opened* They drew their chairs round 
him, and endeavoured to pafs the time in 
converfation ; but fear and expedation at« 
traded all their thojaghts to one fubje£l:, 
and Madame alone prefervedk^ her compo- 
fure* The hour was now come when the 
founds had been] heard the preceding night, 
and every ear was given to attention. All, 

bow^ver^ 
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however^ remained quiet, and the night 
pafled Without any new alarm. 

The greater part of feveral fucceed- 
ing nights were fpent in watching, but 
no founds diflurbed their filence. Ferdi- 
nand, in whofe mind the late circumftances 

» 

had excited a degree of aftonifhment and 
curiofity fuperior to common obftacles, 
determined, if poffible, to gain admittance 
to thofe receffes of the caftle which had 
for fo many years been hid from human 
eye. This, however, was a defign which 
he faw little probability of accompliihing, 
for the keys of that part of the edifice 
w^re in the poffeflion of the Marquis, . of 
whofe late conduft he judged too well to 
believe he would fufFer the apartments to 
be explored. He racked his invention 
for the means of getting accefs to them, 
and at length recoUeding that Julia's cham- 
ber formed a part of thefe buildings, it 
occurred to him, that according to the 
mode of building in old times^ there might 
formerly have been a communication' be- 
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tween thetn* Thia confideration fuggefted 
to him the poilibility of a concealed door 
in her apartment, and he determined to 
furvey it on the following night with 
great caret' 
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CHAP. m. 

X HE caftle was burie4 in fle^p when. 
Ferdinand again joined his fifters in M^« 
dame's apartment. With ^xious curiofity 
they foUofred him to the chamber. The 
room w^ hun^ with tapeftry. Ferdinand 
carefully founded nhe wall which commu* 
, nicated with the fouthern buildings. From 
one part of it a found was returned, which 
convinced him there was fomething lefs folid 
than ftone. He removed the tapeftry, and 
behind it appeared, to his inea^preffible fatis- 
fadion, a fmall door. With a hand trenU 
bUng through eagernefs, he utidrew the 
bolts, and was rufliing forward, when he 
pa^ceived that a lock with^held his pafiTage* 
The keys of Madame and his fifters were 
applied in vain, and he was compelled to 
fubmit to difappcnntment at the very 
moment when he congratulnted him&lf on 
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fuccefsy for he had with him no means of 
iordng the doon 

He ftood gazing on the door, and in- 
wardly lamenting, when a low hoUow 
found was heard from beneath. Emilia 
and Julia feized' his arm ; and almoft fink* 
ing with apprehenfion, Uftened in profound 
filence. A footftep was diftin&ly heard, 
as if pafling through the apartment below, 
after which all was ftill. Ferdinand, fired 
by this confirmation of ^the late report, 
ruihed on to the door, and again tried to 
burft his way, but it refifled all the efforts 
of his flrength. The ladies now rejoiced 
in that circumftance which they fo lately 
lamented } for the founds- had renewed 
their terror, and though the night paffed 
without further diilurbance, their fears very 
little abated. 

Ferdinand, whofe mind was wholly oc- 
cupied with wonder, could with diflSk:uIty 
await the return of night* Emilia and 
Julia were fcarcely lefs impatient. They 
counted the minutes as they paffed $ and 
when the fan^ily retired to reft, haflened 

with 
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with palpitating hearts to the apartment 6f 
Madame. They were foon after joined 
by Ferdinand, who brought with him tools 
for cutting away the lock of the' door. 
They paufed a few moments in the cham- 
ber in fearful filence, but no found difturb- 
ed the Aillnefs of night. Ferdinand applied 
a knife to the door, and in a (hort time fepa- 
rated the lock. The door yielded, and 
difclofed a large and gloomy gallery. He 
took a light. Emilia and Julia, fdarful of 
remaining in the chamber, refolved to ac- 
company him, and each feizing an arm of 
Madame, they followed in filence. The^ 
gallery was in many« parts falling to decay, 
the ceiling was broke, and the window 
ihutters (battered, which, together with 
the dampnefs of the walls, gave the place 
an air of wild defolation. 

They paffed lightly on, for^thehr ftfeps 
ran in whifpering echoes through' the gal- 
lery, and often did Julia call a fearful glance 
around. \ 

The gallery terminated in a large old 
ftair-cafe, which led to halla.beiowj on 
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the left appeared feveral doors which feem- 
ed to lead to feparate apartments. While 
they hefitated which courfe to purfue, a 
light fiafhed faintly up the ftair-cafe^ and in 
a moment after paffed away ; at the {iatme 
.time was heard the found of a diftant foot- 
ftep. Ferdinand drew his fword and fprang 
forward ; his companions fcreaming with 
terror, ran back to Madame's apartment. 

Ferdinand defcended a large vaulted ball ; 
he crofled it towards a low arched door 
which was left half open^ and through 
which ftreamed a ray of light. The door 
Gpened upon a narrow winding^ paflage ; 
he eptered, and the light retiring, was 
quickly loft in the windings of the place* 
Still he went on. The paflage grew nar- 
rawer, and the frequent fragments of 
loofe {{one, made it now difficult to proceed* 
A lew door clofed the avenue, refembling 
that by which he had entered. He opened 
}t, and difcovered a fquare room, from 
whence rofe a winding ftair-cafe, which 
led up the ibuth tower of the caftle.. Fer- 
dinand paufed to liften ) the ibund of fteps 
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was tieafed, aud all was profoundly filent 
A. door .on the right attrafted bis notice ; 
he tried to op^i it, but it. was &flened« 
He Concluded) therefore, that the perfon, 
if indeed a human being it was that bore 
the li^t he had feenj had :paired up the 
tower. After a momentary hefitation^ he 
determined to afcen4 the ftair-cafe, but^ 
its ruinous condition .made ;this an adven- 
ture of fome difficulty* The fteps .were de* 
cayed and broken, and the loofeneis of the 
ilones rendered a footing very infecurew 
Impelled by an irreHftible curioftty, he. 
was undifmayed, and began the afcent. He 
had not proceeded very far, when the 
ftones of a ftep which his foot had jufl; 
quittedj loofened by his weight, gave way ; 
and dragging with them thofe adjoiaing^ 
formed a chafm in th% ftair-cafe that t^e^ 
rified even Ferdinand^ who was left totter^ 
ing on the fufpended half of the fleps, in 
momentary expeflation of falling to the 
bottom with the ftone on which he refted*. 
In the terror which this occaiioned^ be. at<i^ 
tempted to &m Mmfelf by cetdii^gKait a 
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kind of beam which projeded ov^ the 
flairs, when the lamp dropped from his 
hand, and he was left in total darknefs. 
Terror now ufurped the place dF every other 
intereft, and he was utterly perplexed how 
to proceed. He feared to go on, left the 
fteps above, as infirm as 'thofe below, 
jhould yield to his weight;— -to return 
was impracticable, for the darknefs pre- 
cluded the poffibility of difcovering a means. 
He determined, therefore, to remain in this 
fituation till light fhould dawn through the 
narrow grates in the walls, and enable him 
to coiitrive fome method of letting himfetf 
down to the ground. 

He had remained here above an hour, 
when he fuddenly heard a voice from 
below. It feemed^ to come from the paf- 
fege leading to the tower, and perceptibly 
iittift nearer* His agitation was now ex- 
treme, for he had no power of defending 
faimfelf, and while he remained in a ftate of 
torturing cxpeftation, a blaze of light burft 
upon the ftair-cafe beneath him. In the 
Aicceedi^g moioent he heaid his own name 

founded 
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founded from below. His apprehenfions 
inftahtly vaniihed, for he diftinguiflied the 
voices of Madame and his iiflters. 

They had awaited his return in all the 
horrors of apprehenfion, till at length all 
fear for themfelves was loft in their concern 
for him ; and they, who fo lately bad not 
dared to enter this part of the edifice, now un- 
dauntedly feafched it in queft of Ferdinand. 
What were their emotions when they dif- 
covered his perilous fituation! 

The light now enabled him to take a 
more accurate furvey of the place. He 
perceived that fome few ftones of the fteps 
which had fallen, ftill remained attached to 
the wall, but he feared to truft to their fup« 
port only. He obferved, however, that 
the wall itfelf was partly decayed, and c6n« 
fequentiy rugged with the comers of half- 
worn ftones. On thefe fmall proje£Uons 
he contrived, with the fteps already men- 
tioned, to fufpend himfelf, and at l^gch 
gained the unbroken part of the ftairs In \ 
fafety. It is difHcult to determine which 
individual of the party rejoiced ^oik^^^^^ ''^ . 
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tfcape. The morning now dawned, and 
Ferdinand defifted foe the prefent irom 
farther enquiry. 

The intereft which thefe myfterious cir- 
<um(lances excited in the mind of Julia, 
had withdrawn her attention from a fub- 
je£t more dangerous to its peace. The 
image of Vereza, notwithftatiding, would 
frequently intrude upon her fancy; and 
awakening the recoUedion of happy ^mo« 
tions, would call forth a figh which all h^ 
efforts could not fupprefs. She loved to 
indulge the melancholy of her heart in 
the folitude of the woods. One evening 
iQie took her lute to a favourite fpot on 
the' fea fhore, and refigning herfelf to a 
pleafing fadnefsj^ touched foime fweet and 
plaintive airs. The purple flufh of evening 
was difFufed~over the heavens. The fun, 
involved in clouds bf fplendid and innu- 
merable hues, was fetting o'er the diftant 
wate. s, whofe clepr bofom glowed with rich 
reflection. The beauty of the fcene, the 
foothing murmur of the high trees, waved 
*^^^N>4ight air which overfhadowed her„ 

and' 
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and the (oft fhelling of the irayes tha^ 
flowed gently in upon the fhores, infenfibly 
fiink her mind into a ftate of repofe. She 
touched the chords of her lute in fMj^et 
and wild melody^ and fung the following 
ode: 

EVENING* 

3EVENING vefl'd in dewy (hade«. 

Slowly finks upon the main ; 
See th'^empurpled glory fedes*. ^ 

Beneath her foher, chailen'd reign» 

Around her ear the penfive Hours, 

In fweet illapfes meet the fight, 
Crown'd their brows with clofing flow'rf. 

Rich with chryftal dews of night. 

Her hands, the duflcy hues arrange 

O'er the fine tints of parting day 5 
Infenfibly the colours change^ 

And languiih into foft decay» / 

Wide o*er the waves her fhadowy veil file draws. 
As faint they die along the diftant ^x^^^^'^'^l 

Through the ftill air I mark each ^enVpayfe ' > 

Each rifing murmur which the wild ^^g P^j^or^ 

, I 

. Aiwrownffr >| 

' ■ \ ■ - 






1 \'si "N 



* . . » 



.( 88 ) 

A browner (hadow fpreada upon the air> 

And o'er the fcene a peniive grandeur throws $ 

The rooks — the woods a wilder beauty wear^ 
Apd^e deep wave in fofter mufic flows. 

.And now the diftant view where vifion fails 

Twilight and grey obfcurity pervade ; 
Tint following tint each darkening obje^i veils. 
Till all the landfcape finks into the fhade. 

Oft from the airy fteep of fome lone hill. 

While fleeps the fcene beneath the purple glow ; 

And evening lives o'er all ferene and flill, 
Wrapt let me view the magic world below ! 

And catch the dying gale that fwells remote. 

That deals the fweetnefs from the fhepherd's flute; 

The diftant torrent's melancholy note 
And the foft warblings of the lover's lute. 

Still through the deepening gloom of bow'ry fhades 
To Fancy's eye fautadic forms appear | 

Low whifp'ring echoes deal along the glades 
And thrill the ear with wildly- pleafing fear. 

parent of fhades ! — of filence f — dewy airs ! 
,-^ -'^f folemn mufing, and of vifion wild! 
^ Yo thef-Cy ^"^^ ^^'' penfrve tribute bears, 
f And haiiii^y ^r^dual dep, thy influence mfld, 
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Having ceafed to iing, her fingers wan- 
dered over the lute in inelaacholy fym- 
phony, and for fome mooients fiie retrained 
loft ia the fweet fenfations which the mufic 
aod the fcenery had infpired. She was 
awakened from her reverie, by a figh that 
ftole from among the trees, and directing 
her eyes whence it came, beheld — Hip- 
politus! A thoufand fweet and mingled 
emotions prefled upon her heart, yet fhe 
fcarcely dared to truft the evidence of fight. 
He advanced, and throwing himfelf at her 
feet, " Suffer me," faid he, in a tremulous 
voice, ** to difclofe toyou the fentiments which 
you have infpired, and to ofier you the efu- 
fions of a heart filled only with love and 
admiration.** *' Rife, my lord," faid Ju- 
lia, moving from her feat with an air of 
dignity, '* that attitude iMidther bei.oimDg 
you to ufe, or me to fuffer. The evening 
is clofing, and Ferdinand wi 
to fee you.** 

*' Never will I rife, M 
the Count, with an impalpo 
—He was interrupted by tl 
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who at this moment entered the. grove. On 
obferving the pofidon of the Count, flie 
was Retiring — « Stay, Madam,*' faid Ju- 
lia, almoft (inking under her confufion« 
** By no means,*' replied the Marcfaionefs, 
in a tone of irony, *' my prefence would 
only interrupt a very agreeable fcene. The 
Count, I fee, is willing to pay you his 
earlieft refpeds." Saying this (he difap- 
peared, leaving Julia diftrefled and offended, 
and the Count provoked at the mtru- 
fion. He attempted to renew the fiibjed, 
but Julki haftily followed the (leps of the 
Marchionefe, and entered the caftle. 

The fceae flie had witneiTed, raifed ia the 
Marchioneis a tumult of * dreadful emo- 
tions. Love, hatred, v^i jealoufy,. raged 
by turns in her heart, and defied all power 
of controul, |^je£):ed )o thdr alternate 
violence, (he fexpenenced a mffery more 
acute than any Ihe had yet known. Her 
^imagination, invigorated by oppofition, 
iieightened^ her the graces of Hippolitus ; 
her bofom glow^ with more intenfe pafiion, 
/ and 
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and her bnm ins at Wh exafperated al- 
moft to madnefs. It 

In Julia this fudden and unexpe£led in* 
terview excited a mingled emotion of love 
and vexation, which did not foon fubfide. 
At length, however, the delightful con« 
fcioufnefs of Vereza's love bore her high 
above every other fenfation ; again the fcene 
more brightly glowed, and again her fancy 
overcame the poffibility oF evil. 

During the evening a tender and timid 
refpfi& diflinguifhed the behaviour of the 
Count towards Julia, who, contented with the' 
certainly of being loved, refolved to conceal 
her fentiments till an explanation of his 
abrupt departure fromMaz^ini, and fubfe* 
quent abfence, ihould fa^ve diflipated the 
ibadow of myftery whicli hung- over this 
part of his condu£i;« ShMgb|pfVed that the 
IVTarchionefs purfued ne^Vith fteady and 
conftant obfervation, and flie carefully 
avoided affording the Count an opportu- 
nity of renewing the fubjeft ii;^ the prec^ 
ing interview, which, vjrhenevef^^iie ap- 
^ ' ' ;.:.-jn:feiched 
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proached herilij^llea {p^emble on bis 

lips, m^r^ 

Nignt retuipM, and Ferdinand repaired 
to the chamber of Julia to purfue his en- 
quiry. Here he had not long renjained, 
when the ftrange and alarming founds which 
had been heard on the preceding night 
were repeated. The circumftance that now 
funk in terror the minds of Emilia and 
Julia, fired with new wonder that of Ferdi- 
nand, who feizing a light, darted through 
the difcovered door, and almoft inftantly 
difappeared. 

He defcended into the fame w^ hall he 
had pafled on the preceding night. He 
had fcarcely reached the bottom of the 
ftair-cafe, when a feeble light gleamed acrofs 
the hall, and his eye caught the glimpfe 
of a figure retl^g through the low arched 
door which led to the fouth tower. He 
drew his fword and ruflied on. A faint 
found died away along the pafTage, the 
windmgs of which prevented his feeing the 
figu^he purfued. Of this, indeed, he 
h,ad jiad obtained, fo flight a view, that he 
/ - fcarcely 
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carcely kiiew Whether it bore the impref- 
lon of a human form. The light quickly 
lifappeared, and he heard the door that 
Dpened upon the tower fuddenly clofe. He 
reached it, and forcing it open, fprang 
Forward ; but the place was dark and foli« 
tary, and there was no appearance of any 
perfon haying pafled along it. He looked up 
the tower, and the chafm which tRe ftair-dde 
exhibited, convinced hitn Aat no human 
being could have palfed up. He flood 
nient and amazed; examining the place 
with an eye of ftriO: enquiry, he perceived 
a door, which was partly concealed by 
hanging {lairs, and which till now had 
efcaped his notice. Hope invigorated curio- 
%, but his expectation t«%s quickly dif- 
appointed, for this door alfo was faftened, 
le tried in vain to force it.. He knocked, 
id a hollow fuUen found ran in echoe$ 
irough the place, and died away at a dif / 
ice. It was evident that beyoiid thibr 
)or were chambers of confiderable extent^' 
It after long and various attempts to 
ich them, he was obliged to defifty and 

he 






■Pi '2 



* 



•i 



j 

4 



/ 



. ( 94 ) ♦ 

he quitted tl^ tower as. ignorant and more 
diflatisfied than he had entered iti^ He 
returned to the hall, whidi lie now for the 
iirft time deltt>erately furveyed. It was a 
fpacious and defolate apartment, wfaofe 
lofty roof rofe into arches fupported by 
piifcars of black marble. The fame fub- 
ilancc inlaid the floor, and fprmed the 
Hair-cafe* The windows were high and 
gothic Ans^r of p^oud fublimity, united 
:witb fmgular wildnefs, charaAerized the 
place, at the extremity of which arof^e feveral 
^othic arches, whofe dark Ihade v^led in 
i>bfcurity the extent beyond. On the left 
hand appeared two doors, each of i^A 
vr2s faftened, and on the right the grand 
entrance from the courts. Ferdinand de- 
termined to explore the dark recefe which 
:erminated his view, and as he traverfed 
he hall, his imagination, affeded by the 
r^»:ounding fcene, often Multiplied the 

"iB9hoes of his footfteps into uncertain foiftids 
of ftrange and fearful import. 
He reached the arches, and difcovered 

I beyond a kind of inner hall of confidfrable 

4 extent, 
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extent, which was clofed at the farther end 
by a pair of mafly folding doors, heavily 
ornamented with carving. They were 
faftened by a lock, and defied his utmoft 
ftrength. 

• As he furveyed the place in filent won- 
der, a fallen groan arofe from beneath the 
fpot where he flood: His blood ran cold 
at the found, but filence returning, and 
continuing unbroken, he attributed his 
alarm to the illufion of a fancy, which 
terror had impregnated. He made another 
effort to force the door, when a groatn was 
repeated more hollow, and moi-e dreadful 
than the firfl. At this moment all his 
<:ourage forfoofc him i he quitted the door, 
and haflened to the flair-cafe, which he 
afcehded almoft breathlefs with terror. 

He found Madame de Menon and- his 
iiflers awaiting his return in the mofl pain- 
ful anxiety ; and thus difappointed in alt 
his endeavours to penetrate the fecret of 
thefe buildings, and fatigued with fruic- 
Jefs fearch, he refolved to fu%end farther 
enquinr* 

When 
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When he related the drcumftancee of 
his late adventure, the terror of Emilia and 
Julia was heightened to a degree that over- 
came every prudent confideration. Their 
apprehenfion of the Marquis's difpleafure^^ 
wds loft in a ftronger feeling, and they;j 
refohred no longer to remain in apartments 
which offered only terrific images to their 
fancy. Madame de Menon, almoft equally 
alarmed, and more perplexed, by this com- 
bination of ftrange and unaccountable cir« 
cumftances, ceafed to qppofe their defign. 
it was refolved, tiierefore, , that on the 
following day, Madame ihould acquaint 
the Marchionefs with fuch particulars of 
the late occurrences as their purpofe made 
it negeflary fhe ihould know, concealing 
their knowledge of the hidden door, and 
the incidents immediately dependant on it j 
and that Madame ihould entreat a change of 
apartments* 

Madame accordingly waited on the Mar» 
chionefs. The Marchionefs, having liflexied 
to the ^ccoimt at firfl with furprife^ ancf 
afterwards with indifference^ condefqended 

^ * to 
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to reprove Madame for encouraging fuper- 
ftkious belief in the minds of her young 
charge. She concluded with ridiculing as 
fanciful the circumftances related, and witti 
refufing, on account oi the numerous vifit« 
ants at the ca(Ue» the requeft preferred to 
her. 

It is true, the traftle was crowded with 
vifitors ; the former apartments of Madame 
de Menon were the only ones unoccupied, 
and thefe were in magnificent preparation 
for the pleafure of the Marchionefs, who 
was unaccuflromed to facrifice her own 
wifhes to the comfort of thofe around her. 
She therefore treated lightly the fubjeQ:, 
which, ferioufly attended to, would have 
endangered her new plan of delight,' 

But Emilia and Julia were too feriouflj 
terrified to obey the fcruples of delicacy, 
or to be eafily repulfed. They prevailed on 
Ferdinand to reprefent their fituation to the 
Marquis. 

Meanwhile Hippolitus, who had paffed 

the night in a ftate of fleeplefe anxiety, 

watched, with bufy impatience, an opportu* 

vox.. I. * F nity 
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nity of more fully difclafmg to JuIJa the 
paifion which glowed in his heart. The 
firft moment in which he beheld her, had 
awakened in him an admiration, which had 
iince ripened into a faitiment more fender. 
He had been prevented formally declaring 
his paflion by the circumftance which fo 
fuddenly ' called! him to Naples. Thk was 
the dangerous illnds Df the Marqais de 
Lomelli, his near and much-valaed relation. 
But it was a talk too painful to depart in 
iilence, and he contrived to inform Julia 
of his fentiments in the air which fhe heard 
fo fweetly fung beneath her window. -- 

When Hippolitus reached Naples/ the 
Marquis was yet living, but expired a few 
idays after his arrival, leaving the Count 
beh: to the fmall poffefficms which re- 
mained from the extravagance of their 
anceftbrs. 

The bufinefs of adjufting his rights had 
tin now detained him from Sicily, whither 
he came for the fole purpofe of declaring 
his love. Here une^pedied obllacles awsut- 
ed him# The jeadoiia vigilance of the Mar- 

chionefs, 
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chione&y confpired with the delfcacy of 
Julia^ to withhold from him th> ; pportu^ 
nity he fo anxioufly fought. 

When Ferdinand entered upon the fub- 
jdSt of the fouthem buildings to the Mar« 
quis, he carefully avoided mentioning the 
hidden door. The Marquis liftened for 
feme time to the relation in gloomy filence f 
but at lasgth aflfuming an sir of difpleafure, 
reprehended Ferdinand for yielding his 
confidence to thofe idle alarms, which, he 
faid^ were the fuggeftions of a timid imagi^ 
nation. *' Alarms,'' continued he, " which 
will readily fiod admittance to the weak 
mind of a woman, but which the firmer 
nattire^f man fliould difdain. Deg^ncrat^ 
boy I Is it thus you reward my care ? Do 
I live to fee my fon the fport of every Mk 
tale a woman may repeat i Learn to truft 
reafoh and your fenfes, and yoi^ will thejr|^ 
be worthy of my attention/' 

The Marquis was, retiring, and Ferdi* 
nand sow perceived it necefiary to declare, 
that he had himfelf witnefled the founds he 
meaflioxied. " Pardon m^e, my lord/'-fai4 
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he, ** in che late inftance I have been jufl: 
Xo your ^mmand— my fenfes have been 
the only evidences I have trufted, . I have 
heard thofe' founds which I can not doubt.*' 
The Marquis appeared fhocked, Ferdi- 
nand perceived the change, and urged the 
fubjefl: fo vigouroufly, that the Marquis, fud- 
denly afluming a look of grave importance, 
commanded him to attend him in the even« 
tbg in his clofet. 

Ferdinand, in jpaflSng from the Marquis, 
met HippoUtus. He was pacing the gal- 
lery in much feeming agitation ; but ob- 
ferving Ferdinand, he advanced to him. 
«^ I am ill at h^art/* faid he, in a melan- 
choly tone, ** affift me with your advice. 
We will ftep into this apartment, whesi^ we 
^m^converfe withoutjnterruption. 
■•' *• You are not ignorant,*' faid he, throw- 
ing himfelf into a chair, ** of. the tender 
fentiments tvhich your filler Julia has in- 
fpired. I entreat you, by that facred 
friepdihip which has fo long united t.us^ to 
afford me an opportunity of pleadinW my 
paflioxu Her hearty which is fo iufcej^ble 
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of other impreflioiis, is, I fear, infenfible 
to love. Procure me, however, the fatis- 
iadion of certaiaty upob a point where the 
tortures of fu^^ence are furely the mofk 
intolerable/* 

"Your penetration,*' replied Ferdinand, 
^^ has for once forfaken you, elfe you 
would now be fpared the tortures of which 
you coi..^j^in; for you would have dif- 
covered what I have long obferved, that 
Julia regards you with a partial eye." 

" Do not," faid Hippolitus, " make dif- 
appointment more terrible by flattery ; 
neither fuflfer the partiality of friendfliip to 
miflead your judgment. Your perceptions 
are %flfeded by the warmth of your feelings, 
and becaufe you think I deferve her dif- 
tinftion, you believe I poffefs it. Alas! 
you deceive yourfelf, but not me !*' 

" The very reverfe,** replied Ferdinand ; 
" 'tis you" who deceive yourfelf, or rather, 
it is the delicacy of the paffion which ani- 
mates you, and which will ever operate 
againft your clear perception of a truth 
in which your happinefs is fo deeply in* 

F 3 volved* 
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became penfive, retired, and I have often . 
heard her finging in fome lonely fpot, the 
moft moving and tender airs. Tc^ return 
produced a vifible and inftantatieous altera- 
tion; fhe has now refumed her gaiety; 
and the foft conftifion of her countenance, 
iwhenever you approach, might alone fuffice 
to convince you of the truth of my 
affertion." 

•^ O ! talk for ever thus !'* fighed Hip- 
politus. •* Thefe words are fo fweet, fo 
foothing to m^ foul, that I could liften till 
I forgot I had a wifii beyond them. Yes ! 
—Ferdinand, thefe circumftances are not 
to be doubted, and convidion opens upon 
my mind a flow of ecftacy I never knew 
till now. O ! lead me to her, that 1 
may fpeak the fentiments which fwell my 
heart.'* 

They arofe j when Julia, tvho with diffi- 
culty had fupported herfelf, now impelled 
by an irrefiftible fear of inftant difcovery, 
rofe alfo, and moved foftly towards the 
gallery. The found of her ftep alarmed 
the Count, who, apprehenfive left his con- 

verfation 
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"verfatioji had been overheard, was anxious 
to be fatisfied whether any.perfon Was in 
the clofet* He ruflied in, and difcovered 
Julia ! i^he caught at a chair ,to fupport 
her tremhjing frame; and overwhelmed 
with mortifying fenfations, funk into it, and 
hid her face in her robe. Hippolitus thre\;yt 
himfelf at her feet, and feizing her hand» 
prefled it to his lips in expreilive filence* 
Some moments paifed before the confuiioil^ 
of either would fuffer them to fpeak. At 
length recovering his voice, *^ Can you. 
Madam/' faid he, ." forgive this intrufion, 
fo unintentional ? or will it deprive me of 
that efteem which I have but lately ven- 
tured to believe I poffeffedi and which I 
value more than exiftence itfelf ? 01 
fpeak my pardon ! Let me not believe that 
a fingle accident has deftroyed my peace 
forever."—*^ If your peace. Sir, depends 
upon a knowledge of mj efteem," faid 
Julia, in a tremulous vcHce^ " that peace is 
already fecure. If I wilhed eveQ to deny 
the yardaiity I feel, it would now be ufe- 
lefs-i aad fince I no longer, wiih . this, it; 
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would alfo be psunful/' Kppolkus 
could only weep his thanks over the hand 
he ftill held. *^ Be fenfible, hoiMver, of 
the delicacy of my fituation/* continued (he, 
rifing, ** and fuffer me to writhdrav?.' 
Saying this, flie quitted the clofet, leaving 
Hippolitus overcome with this fweet con- 
firmation of his wifhes, and Ferdinand not yet 
Recovered from the painful furprife which 
%he difcovery of Julia had excited. He 
was deeply fenfible of the confufion he had 
occafioned her, ^nd knew that apologies 
would not reftore the compofure he had fo 
cruelly yet unwarily difturbed. 

Ferdinand awaited the hour appointed by 
the Marquis in impatient curiofity. The 
folemn air which the Marquis aflumed 
when he commanded him to attend, had 
deeply imprefled his mind. As the time 
drew nigh, expeftation increafed, and every 
moment feemed to linger into hours. At 
length he repaired to the clofet, whefe he 
did not remain long before the Marquis 
entered. The fame chilling folemnity 
marked his zuanner. He locked the door 

of 
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of the clbfet, and feadag himfelf, addreifed 
Ferdinand as follows : 

^^ I am now going to repofe in you a 
confidence, which will feverely prove the 
ftrength c^ your honqyr. But before I 
difclofe a fecret, hitherto fo carefully con- 
cealed, and now reludantly told, you mu{t 
fwear to prefer ve on this fubjed an eternal 
filence. If you doubt the fteadinefs of your 
difcretion — now declare it, and fave your- 
felf from the infamy, and the fatal con- 
fequesices, which may attend a breach of 
your oath ;— -if, on the contrary, you be- 
lieve yourfelf capable of a ftrift integrity—*- 
now accept the terms, and receive the fecret I 
offer." Ferdinand was awed by this exor- 
dium — the impatience of curiofity was for a 
while fufpended, and he hefitated whether, 
be (hould receive the fecret upon fuch 
terms. At length he fignified his oonfent, 
and the Marquis arifing, drew his fword 
from; the fcabbard. — " Here," ^faid be^ 
offering it to Ferdinand, " feal your vows 
---fwear by this facred pledge of honou^.- 
never, to repeat, what I Ihati.now,r^e^J^.V 

w 6 Ferdi- 



( io8 ) 

Ferdinand bowed upon the* fword, ^ 
raifing his eyes to heaven, folemnly fwore. 
The Marquis then refumed hb feat^ and 
proceeded. 

^^ Tou are noMo learn that, about a 
century ago', this caftle was in the pofieffion 
of Vincent, third Marquis of Mazzini, my 
grandfather. At that time there exifted an 
V. jnverate hatred between our family and that 
of Delia Campo. I fhall not now revert to 
the origin of the animofity, or relate the 
particulars of the confequent feuds-^fuffice 
it to obferve, that by the power of our 
family, the Delia Campos were unable to 
preferve their former confequence in Sicily^ 
and they have therefore quitted it for a 
foreign land, to live in unmolelled fecurity. 
To return to my fubjeft — ^My grandfather, 
believing his life endangered by his enemy, 
planted fpies upon him. He employed . 
fome of the numerous banditti who fought 
protediop in. his fervice, and after fome 
weeks pad in waiting for an opportunity, 
ihey feizkl Henry Delia Campo, and j 
brought him fecretly to this caiUe« He 

was 
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was for fome time confined in a clofe 
chamber of the fouthern buildings, where 
he expired ; by what means I ihall forbear 
to mention. The plan had been fo well 

' condudted, and the^ fecrefy fo ftriftly pre- 
farved, that every endeavour of his family 
to trace the means of his difappearance, 
proved ineflfeftual. Their conjeftures, if 
they fell upon ovir femily, were fupported 
by no proof} and the Delia Campos are to 
this day ignorant of the mode of his death. 
A rumour had prevailed long before the 
death of my father, that the fouthern build* 
ings of the caftle were haunted. I difbe* 
lieved the faft^ and treated it accordingly. 
One night, when every human -being of 
the caftle, except myfelf, was retired to 
reft, I had fueh flrong and dreadful prooh 
of the general aflertioo, that even at this 
moment I cannot recolle£fe them without 
horror. Let me, if poflible, forget ♦hem*^^- 
From that moment «[ forfook thpfe buiId-( 
ings J they have ever fince been fhut |ip f 

and the circumftance I h&ve ja^ifiatioiQed, k 
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the true reafon why I have refided fo littk 
at the caftle.*' 

' Ferdinand liftened to this narrative in filent 
horror. He remembered the temerity with 
which he had dared to penetrate thofe apart- 
ments — ^the light, and figure he had feen— 
and J above all, his fituation in the ftair^^cafe 
of the tower. Every nerve thrilled at the 
recolledion : and the terrors of remem* 
brance almofl; equalled thofe of reality. 

The Marquis permitted his daughters to 
change their apartments, but he commanded 
Ferdinand to tell them, that in granting 
their requeftj he confulted their eafe only^ 
and was himfelf by no means convinced of 
its propriety. They were accordingly re- 
inftated in their former chamber^, and the 
great room only of Madanl^'s apartments 
was referred for the Marchionefs, who ex- 
pareffed her difcontent to the Marquis in 
terms of mingled cenfure and lamentation. 
^D^ Marquis privately reproved his daugh- 
ters^ for what he termed the idle fancies 
of a weak mind \ and defired them no more 

to 
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to difttirb the peace of the caftle with ^e 
fubjeft of thdr late fears. They received 
this reproof with filem fubmiffion — too 
much pleafed with the fuccefe of thdr 
fuit to be fufceptible of any emotion but 

joy- 
Ferdinand, reflefting on the late difi- 

covery^ was fhocked to learn, what was 

now forced upon his belief, that he was the. 

defcendant of a murderer. He now luiew 

that innocent blood had been filed in the 

caftle, and that the walls were ftill the haunt 

of an unquiet fpirit, which feemed to call 

aloud for retribution on the pofterity of him 

who had difturbed its eternal reft. Hif^po^ 

litus perceived his deje£Hon, and entreated 

that he might parti#pate his uneafineis; 

but Ferdinand^ who had hitherto been frank 

and ingenuous, was now inflexibly referved. 

•* Forbear,'* faid he, " to urge a difcovery of 

what I am not permitted to reveal : this is 

the only point upon which I conjure you 

to be filent, and this, even to you, I cannot 

explain.*' Hippolitus was furprifed, but 

preffed the fubjed no farther. 
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Jttlia, though fhe bad been extremely 
mortified by the circumftances attendant on 
the difcovery- of her fentiments to Hippo- 
litus, experienced, after the firft fhock had 
fubfided, an emotion more pleaiing than 
painfiiL The late cpnverfation had painted 
in flrong colours the attachment of her 
lover. His diiEdence— his ilownefs to per- 
ceive the eSed of his merit — his fucceeding 
rapture, when ccmvidion was at length 
forced upon his mind ; and his condud 
upon difcovering Julia, proved to her at 
once the delicacy and the (Irength of his 
pafiion, and (he yielded her heart to fenfa- 
tions of pure and unmixed delight. She 
was roufed from this ftate of vifionary hap- 
pinefs, by a fummonf- from the Marquis to 
attend him in the library, A circumftance 
fo unuipal furprifed her, and (he obeyed 
with trembling curiofity. She found him 
pacing the room in deep thought, and fhe 
had (hue the door before he perceived her. 
The authoritativ^feverity in his countenance 
lalarmed her, and prepared her for a fubjed 
of importance.. He feated himfelf by her, 
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and continued a moment filent. At length, 
fteadily obferving her, *^ I fent ior yofl, 
my child/' faid he, " to declare the 
honour which awaits you. /CThe Duke de 
Luovo has folicited your hand* An alliance 
fo fplendid was beyond my expedatipn. 
You will receive the diftindion with thQ 
gratitude it claims, atul prepare for the 
celebration of the nuptials/' 

This fpeech fell like the dart of death 
upon the heart of Julia. She fat motion- 
lefs — ^ftupified and deprived of the power of 
utterance. The Marquis obferved her 
conflernation ; and miftaking its caufe, 
** I acknowledge," fays he, *' that there 
is fomewhat abrupt in this affair j but the 
joy occafioned by a (M^ndion fo unmerited 
on your part, ought to overcome the little 
feminine weaknefs you might otherwife 
indulge. Retire and compofe yourfelf j 
and obferve,*' continued he, in a ftern 
voice, ** this is no time for fineffe/* Thefe 
words roufed* Julia from her ftate of horrid 
ftupefaclion. " O ! Sir,** faid Ihe^ throw- 
ing herfelf at Iris feet, " forbear to enforce 
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authority upon a point where to obey, you 
would bo worfe than death ; if, indeed^ to 
obey you wel-e pofEble.— ** CeaFej" faid 
the Marquis, *< this affedation, and^ praftife 
what becomes you.*' " Pfeirdpiit tiie, my 
lord/' (he replied, " my diftr^ fe, alas ! 
unfeigned. 1 cannot love the Duke.'* 
** Away !'' inten-upted the Marquis, *' nor 
tempt my rage with obje&ions thus childiib 
»d abfurd." *< Yet hear me, my lord/* 
ftid Julia, " tears fwelling in her eyes, 
^ and pity the fufferings of a child, who 
never till this moment has dared to difpute 
your commands." 

/ '^ Nor fhall (he now/* faid the Marquis. 
.^' What — when wealth, honour, and dit 
; tinOion, are laid ^"my feet, (hall they be 
; refufed, becaufe a fQplifli gfrl — a very baby, 
\ who knows not good from evil, cries, and 
j fays (he cannot love ! Let me not think of 
\ it— my juft anger may, perhaps, outrun 
\ difcretion,^ and tempt me to chaftife your 
i folly.— Attend to what I fay* — accept the 
Duke, or quit this caftle for ever, and wander 
wh^re you will.'* Saying this, he burft 
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away, and Julia, who had hung weeping 
upon his knees, fell proftrate upon the 
floor. The violence of the fall completed 
the eflfea of her diftrefs, and ihe fiunted* 
In this ftate flie remained a confiderable 
time. When fhe recovered her fenfes, the 
recoUediion of her calamity burft upon her 
mind with a force that almoft again over- 
whelmed her. She at length raifed herfelf 
from the ground, and moved towards her 
own apartment, but had fcarcely reached 
the great gallery, when* Hippolitus ^tered 
it. Her trembling limbs would no longer 
fupport her ; fhe caught at a bannifter to 
fave herfeif } and Htppolitus, with all: his 
fpeed, was fcarcely in time to prevent her 
falling. The pale diAlrefs exhibited in her 
countenance terrified him, and hV anxioufly 
squired concerning it. She could anfwer 
him only with her tears, which (he found it 
impoflible to fupprefs ; and g^tly difen- 
gaging herfelf, retired to her clofet. Hip- 
politus followed her to the door, but de- 
fifted from further importunity. He 
pi*efled her hand to his lips in tender 
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filence^ and withdrew furprifed and 
alarmed. 

Julia, refigning herfclf to defpair, in* 
dulged in folitude the excefs of her 
grief. A calamity, fo dreadful as the 
prefent, bad never before prefented itfelf 
to her imagination. The union propofed 
would have been hateful to her,: even if 
ihe had no prior attachment; what then 
mud have been her diftrels^ when flie had 
given her heart to him who deferv^d all/ 
her admiration, and returned all her 
afiedion ? 

The Duke de Luovo was of a character 
very fimilar to that of the Marquis. .The 
love of power was his ruling paffion j— with 
him no gentle or g«fterous fentiment melio- 
rated the Harfhnefs of authority, or direded 
it to aQ:s of beneficence. He delighted la 
fimple, undifguifed tyranny. He had been 
twice marred, and the unfortunate women, 
fubjefted to his power, had fallen viftims 
to the flow but corroding hand of forrow. 
He had one fon, who fome years before 
had efcaped the tyranny of his father, and 

bad 
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had not been fince heard of. At the late 
feflival the Duke had feen 'Julia; and her 
beauty made fo flrotlg an impreflion upon 
him, that he had been induced now to 
folidt her hand. The Marquis^ delighted 
with the profpeft of a connexion fo flatter- 
ing to hig favourite padion, readily granted ' 
his confent, and immediately fealed it with a 
promife. 

Julia remained for the reft of the day Ihut 
up in her clofet, where the tender efforts of 
Madame and Emilia were exerted to foften 
her diftrefs. Towards the clofe of the 
evening Ferdinand entered. Hippolitus, 
fhocked at her abfence, had requefled him 
to vifjt her, to alleviate her affli£ti£)n^ and, 
if poflible, to difcover Its caufe. Ferdinand, 
who tenderly loved his fifter, was alarmed 
by the-words of Hippolitus, and immediately 
fought her. Her eyes were fwelled with 
weeping, and her countenance was but too 
expreffive of theitate of her mind. Fer- 
dinand's diftrefe, when told of his father's 
conduft, was fcarcely lefs than her own. 
He bad pleafed himfelf with the hope of 
uniting 



.^ 






( 130 ) 

• <« 

tumult of her mind, and the funk m fweet 
repofe* 

She arofe in the morning wfreflied by 
light flumbers ; txit the recolledion of her 
forrows foon returned with new force, gind 
fickening faintnefs overcame her. In this 
fituation ihe received a mefiage from the 
Marquis to attend him iiiftantlyr She 
obeyed, and he bade her prepare to receive 
the Duke, who that moming purpofed to 
vifit the caflle. He commanded her to 
attire herfelf richly, and to welcome him 
with fniles. Julia fubmitted in filence. 
She law the Marquis was inflexibly re* 
folved, and fhe withdrew to indulge the an- 
guifh of her hejtrt, and prepare for this de- 
telted interview. 

The clock had ftruck twelve, when a 
flourifh of trumpets announced ih^ ap- 
proach of the Duke. The heart of Julia 
funk at the found, and flie threw herfelf on 
z fopha, overwhelmed with bitter fenfations* 
Here ihe was foon dilturbed by a mefl&ge 
from the Marquis. She arofe, and ten- 
derly embracing Emilia, their tears, iot 
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fome moments fldwed together. At length; 
fummomng all her fortitude, (he descended 
to the hall, where (he was met by the 
Marquis. He led hereto the falodn in 
which the D«ke fat, wkh whom having 
converfed a ihort time, he withdrew. 
The. emotion of Julia, at this indant, was 
beyond any thing (he had before fuffered ; 
but by a fudden and (Irange exertion of 
fortitude, wiiich the force of defperate cala- 
mity fojEiietunes a&rd^ us, but which in* 
ferior forrow toils after in vain, flie re^ 
covered feer coropdfure, and refumed her 
aatuml dignity* For a moment ilie won^ 
dered at herfelf, and ihe formed the dan^ 
gerous refolution of throwing herfelf upon 
the genetofity of the Duke, by ackno'w* 
ledging her reludance to the engage- 
ment, and foHciting him to withdraw his 
fiiit. 

The Duke approached her with an air 
of proud condefcenfion ; and taking her 
hand, placed' himfelf.b^de her. Having 
paid fome formal and genei^l compliments ^ ' 
to her t beauty, he proceeded to profefe ^ 
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htmfelf her admirer* She liftened for 
%)ine time to his profeffions, and when he 
appeared willing to hear her, 0ie addrefied 
him-T't* I am juftly fenfible^ my lord, of 
the d^ftin&ion you offer me, and muft 
lament thiit refpeftful gratitude is the only 
fentiment I can return. Nothmg can more 
ihrongly prove my confidence in your 
generofity, than when , I confefs to you, 
that parental authority urges me to give 
my hand, whither my heart cannot accom- 
pany it/* 

She paufed*— the Duke continued filent 
— .«< *Tis you, only, my lord, who can 
releafe me from a iituation fo diftreffing ; 
and to your^goodnefs and juftice I appeal, 
certain that neiceffity will excufe the (ingala- 
rity of my condu^, and that I fhall not ap- 
peal in vain.** 

The Duke was embarrafied — ^a fiufii of 
pride overfpread his countenance, and he 
feemed endeavouring to flifle the feelings 
that fwelled his heart. ^^ 1 had been pre- 
pared. Madam,** faid he, ^* to expe£t a 
very different receptiim, and had certainly 
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no reafon to believe that the Duk^ de 
Luovo was likely to fue in vain. Sincef 
however. Madam, you acknowledge tluk£ 
you have already difpofed of your afiTec* 
tions, I fhall certainly be very %'illing, if 
the Marquis will releafe me from our mu- 
tual engagements, to refign you to a more 
favoured lover/* 4 

** Pardon me, my lord,*' faid Julia, 
blufliing, *^ fuflFer me to**—" I am not 
eafily deceived. Madam/' interrupted the 
Duke, — ^^* your conduift can be attributed 
only to the influence of a prior attachment } 
and though ^t fo young a lady, fuch a 
circumftance is fomewhat extraordinary, I 
have certainly no right to arraign your 
choice. Permit me to w(h you a good 
morning.*' He bowed low, and quitted the 
room. Julia now experienced a new dif- 
trefs; flie dreaded the refentment of the 
Marquis, when he fhould be informed of 
her converfation witii the Duke, of whofe 
charafter flie iiow judged too juftly not 
to I'epent the confidence (he had repofed 
in him» 
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came to urge a propofal, vbtch defpair only 
could have fuggefted. " Fly," faid he, 
** from the authority of a father who abufes 
his power, and affert the liberty of choice, 
which nature affigned you. Let the def- 
perate fituation of my hopes plead excufe 
for the apparent boldnefs of this addrels ;, 
and let the man whoexifts.but for you, be 
the means of faving you from deftruftion* 
Alas ! Madam, you are filent, and perhaps 
I have forfeited, by this propofal, the cocu 
fidence I fo lately flattered myfelf I poflefied* 
If fo, I will fubmit to my fate in filence, 
and will to-morrow quit a fcene which 
prefents only images of diftrefs to my 
mind. 

Julia could fpeak but with her tears. 
A variety of ftrong and contending emotions 
Aruggled at her breaft, and fupprefied the 
power of utterance. Ferdinand feconded 
the propofal of the Count. "It is unne- 
Cf flary, my fifter," faid he, " to point out 
the mifery which awaits you here. I love 
you too well tamely to fuifer you to be &^ 
crigced to ambition, and to a pafTion ftill 
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more hateful. > now gloiy m calling Hip- 
poIiAs my fneiia — let me ere long receive 
him as a brother. I can give no (Ironger 
tefti^ony of m/ efteem for his character 
than in the wifh I now exprefs. Believe 
me, he haa a heart worthy of your accept- 
ance '-* a heart noble and expanlive as your 
own.** *' Ah, ceafe," faid Julia, *« to dwell 
upon a character, of whofe worth I am fully 
fenfible. Your kindnefs and his merit, 
can never be forgotten by her whofe mis- 
fortunes you have fo generoufly fuffered 
to intereft you.** She paufed in filent 
hefitation. A fenfe of delicacy made her 
hefitate upon the decifion which her heart 
fo warmly prompted. If Ihe fled with 
Hippolitus, (he would avoid one evil, and 
encounter another. She would efcape the 
dreadful deftiny awaiting her, but muft, 
perhaps, fully the purity of that repu- 
tation, which was dearer to her than exift* 
ence. In a mind like her*s, exquifitely 
fufceptible of the pride of honour, this fear 
was able to couuteracl every other cQnfidera- 
tion, and tP keep her intentions in a ftate 
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of painful fofpenfe- She fighed deeply, 
and continued filent. Hippontus was 
alarmed by the calm diftrefs which- her 
countenance exhibited. *^ O ! Julia,*' faid 
he, *' relieve me from this dreadful fufpenfe ! 
— fpeak to me — explain this filence." 
She looked mournfully upon liim — her 
lips moved, but no founds were uttered. 
As he repeated his queftion, flie waved 
her hand, and funk back in her chair. She 
had not fainted, but continued fome rime in 
a ftate of ftupor not lefs alarming. The 
importance 6f the prefent queftion, operating 
upon her mind, already haraffed by dif- 
trefs, had produced a temporary fufpenfion 
of reafon. Hippolitus hung over her iii 
an agony not to be defcribed, and Fer- 
dinand vainly repeated her name. At 
length, uttering a deep figh, fhe raifed 
herfelf, and like one awakened from a 
dream, gazed around her.* Hippolitus 
thanked God fervently in his heart. 
" Tell me but that you are well," faid 
he, ** and that I may dare to hope, and we 
will leave you to repofe/' " My <lfter,*' faid 
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Ferdinand, ** confult only your own wiflies; 
and leave the reft to me. Suffer a confi- 
dence in me to diilipate the doubts with 
whiclf you are agitated.'* " Ferdinand,** 
faid Julia, emphatically, ** how fliall I ex« 
prefs the gratitude your kindnefs has ex- 
cited ?'* " Your gratitude/' faid he, 
*' will be beft (hewn in confuliing your 
own wiuies j for, be affured, that whatever 
procures you happinefs, will moft effectually 
eftabliih mine. Do not fuffer the pre- 
judices of education to render you mife- 
rable. Believe that a choice which ia- 
volves the happinefs or fnifery of your 
whole^ life, ought to be decided only by 
yourft^lf/' 

** Let us forbear for the prefent," faid 
Hippalitus, " to urge the fubjeft. Re- 
pofe is neceffary for you,*' addreffing Julia, 
" and I will not fuffer a felfifli confideration 
any longer to withhold you from it. — 
Grant me but this requeft — that at this 
hour to-morrow night, I may return hither 
to receive my dobih.*' Julia havang con- 
£ented to receive Hippolitus. and Ferdinancl^ 

G 5 they 



( 13® ) 

they quitted the clofet. In turning into the 
grand 'gallery, they were furprifed by the ap- 
pearance of a light, which gleamed upon the 
wall that terminated their \iew» It feemed to 
proceed from a door which opened upon a 
back ftair-cafe. They pufhed on, but it 
almoft inftantly difappeared, and upon the 
ftaircafe all was ftill. They then feparated, 
and retired to their apartments, fomewbat 
alarmed by this circumftance, which in- 
duced them to fufpe£t that their vifit to 
Julia had been obferved. 

Julia pafled the night in broken ilumbers, 
and anxious confideration. On her pre- 
fent decifion hung the crifis of her fate. 
Her confcioufnefs of the influence of Hippo- 
litus over her heart, made her fear to i^italge 
ift prediledion, by trading to her own 
opinion of its fidelity. She fhruhk from 
the difgraceful idea of an elopement ; yet ihe 
faw no means of avoiding thi^, but by rufh- 
iilg "Upon the fate fo dreadful it, her ima* 
gination. 

On the. following night, when the inha- 
bitants of tn€ caftle were retired to refl. 
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Hippolitus^ xvhofe expedation had lengthen* 
ed the hours into ages, accompanied by 
Ferdinand, revifited the clofet. Julia^ 
who had known no interval of reft fince 
they laft left her, received them with 
much agitation. The vivid glow of health 
had fled her cheek, and was fucceeded by a 
languid delicacy, lefs. beautiful, but more 
interefliog. To the eager enquiries of 
Hippolitus, flie returned no anfwerj but 
faintly fmiling through her tears, prefented 
him her hand, and covered her face with her 
robe. " I receive it," cried he, ^^asthe pledge 
of my happinefs ; — yet — yet let your voice • 
ratify the gift.'* *' If the prefent conceffion 
does not fink me in your efteem,'^ faid Jts 
lia, in a low tone, *' this hand is yours.*^ 
** The concefljon, my love (for by that 
tender name I may now call you), would, 
if pofSble, raife you in my . efteem ; 
but fince that has been long incapable 
of addition, it can only heighten my opi- 
nion of myfelf, and increafe my gra-^\ 
tuude to you : gratitude which I wili endea- "i^ 
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^^^c^^fhew by an anxious care of your 
happinefs, and by the tender attentions 
of a whole life# From this bleffed tno- 
ment,** continued he, in a voice of rapture, 
•• permit me, in thought, to hail you as my 
wife. From this moment let nxe banifii 
every veftige of forrow j — let me dry thofe 
tears,** gently preffing her cheek with his 
lips, " never to fpring again/' — The gra- 
titude and joy which Ferdinand expreiTed 
upon this occafion, united with the tender- 
nefs of Hippolitus to foothe the agitated 
fpirits of Julia, and (he gradually recovered 
her complacency. 

They now arranged their plan of efcape ; 
in the execution of which, no time was to be 
loft, fince the nuptials with the Duke were . 
to be folemnized on the day after the mor- 
row. Their fcheme, whatever it was that 
ihould be adopted, they, therefore, refolved 
to execute on the following night. But 
iSsrhef! iiiey^cjefcended from the firft warmth 
of ei^rprife, to minuter examination, they 
»foon found' the difficulties^ of the under- 
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taking. The keys of the caftle were kept by 
Robert, the confidential fervant of the Mar- 
quis, who every night depofited them in an 
iron cheft in his chamber. To obtain them 
by ftratagem, feemed •Impoflible, and Fer- 

» 

dinand feared to tamper with the honefty of 
this man, who had been many years in the 
feryice of the Marquis. Dangerous as was 
the attempt, no other alternative appeared,* 
and they were therefore compelled to reft all 
their hopes upon the experiment. It was 
fettled, that if the keys could be procured, 
Ferdinand 'and Hippolitus fhould meet Julia 
in the clofet ; that they fhould convey her 
to the fea fhore, from whence a boat, 
which was to be kept in waiting, would 
carry them to the oppofite coaft of .Calabria, 
where the marriage might be folemnized 
without danger of interruption. But, as 
it wis neceflary that Ferdinand fliould not 
appear in the affair, it was agreed that he 
Ihould return to the caftle immediately upon 
the embarkation of his fifter. Having thus 
arranged their plan of operation^ they f^ 
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parated till the follo^i^ing night, which was 
to decide the fate of Hippolitus and Julia. 

Julia, whofe mind was foothed by the 
fraternal kindnefs of Ferdinand, and the 
tender afifurances of Hippolitus, now ex« 
perienced an interval of repofe. At the 
return of day ihe awcJce refrefhed, and 
tolerably compofed. She feleded the few 
clothes which were neceflary, and prepared 
them for her jpurney. A fentiment of 
generofity juftified her in the referve fte 
preferved in Emilia and Madame de Menon, 
whofe faithfulnefs and attachment (he could 
not doubt, but whom (he difdained ta in^ 
volve in the difgrace that muft fall upon 
them, (hould their knowledge of her flight 
be difcovered. 

In the mean time the caftle was a fcene of 
confuQon. The magnificent preparations 
which were making for the nuptials engaged 
all eyes, and bufied all hands. The Mar- 
chionefs had the diredion of the whole ; 
and the alacrity with which (he acquit- 
ted herfelf, teftified how much ihe was 
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pieced with the alHajiqe^ and created a 
fufpicion, that it had hot been concerted 
without fome exertion of her influence. 
Thus was Julia defined the joint victim of 
ambidon and illicit love. 

The compofure of Julia declined with 
the day, whofe* hours had crept heavily 
along. As the night drew on, her anxiety 
for the fuccefs of Ferdinand's negotiation 
with Robert increafed to a painful degree* 
A variety of new emotions preiTed at her 
heart, and fubdued her fpirits. When 
flie bid Emilia good night, (he thought (he 
beheld b^ for the laft time. The ideas of 
the diftance which would feparate them, of 
the dangers ihe was going to encounter, 
with a train of wild and fearful anticipations, 
crowded upon her mind, tears fprang in her 
eyes, and it was with difficulty ihe avoided 
betraying her emotions. Di Madame, too, 
her heart took a tender farewell. At 
length ihe beard the Marquis retire to his 
apartment, and the doors belonging to the 
feveral chambers of the guefts fuct^Vely 
clofe. She marked with trembling atten^ 
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tion the gradual change from buflle to 
quiet, till all was ftill. 

She now held herfelf in readinefs to de^ 
part at the moment in which Ferdinand 
and Hippolitus, for whofe fteps in the gal- 
lery (he eagerly liftened, Ihould appean 
The caftle clock (truck twelve. The found 
'feemed to (hake the pile. Julia felt it. thrill, 
upon her heart. '* I hear you/' fighed 
ihe, « for the laft time.'* The ftiihiefs of 
death fucceeded.. She continued to liften ; 
but no found met her ear.. For a confi* 
derable time (he fat in a (kte of anxious exi- 
pe^ation not to be defcribed. The clock 
chimed the fuccedive quarters ; and , her 
fear rofe to each additional found. At 
length (he heard the clock ffrike one. HoU 
low was that found, and dreadful to her 
hopes } for neither Hippolitus . nor Ferdir 
nand appeared.. She grew faint with fea^ 
and difappointment. Her mind, which for 
two hours had been kept upon the ftretch 
of expeftation, now refigned itfelf to def- 
pair. She gently opened the door of her 
clofet, and looked upon the gallery^ but 
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all was lonely and filent. It appeared ti»at 
Robert had refufed to be acceffary to their 
f-henie ; and it was probable that he had 
betrayed it to the Marquis. Overwhelmed 
with bitter reflections, fhe threw herfelf 
upon the fofa in the firft diftraftion of def- 
pair. Suddenly (he thought (he heard- a . 
noife in the gallery ; and as (he darted from 
her po'fture to liften to the found, the door 
of her clofet was gently opened by Ferdi- 
nand. *' Come, my love,*' faid he, ^ the 
keys are ours, and we have not a moment^to 
lofe ; oar delay has been unavoidable j but 
this is no time for explanation.'' Julia, aU 
mod: fainting, gave her hand to Ferdinand j 
and Hippolitus, after fome (hort expreflSort 
of his thankfulnefs, followed. They paflfed 
the door of Madame's chamber j and tread- 
ing the gallery with flow and filent fteps 
defcended to the hall. This they croflfed 
towards a door, after opening which, they 
were to find their v/ay, through various paf- 
fages, to a remote part of the caftle, where 
a private door opened upon the walls. Fer- 
dinand carried the feveral keys. They faf- 
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tened the hall door after them, vnd pro- 
ceeded through a narrow pafl&ge temunatix^ 
in a ftair-cafe. 

They defcended, and had hardly reach- 
ed the bottom, when they heard a loud 
noife at the door above, and prefently the 
voices of feveral people* Julia (carce felt 
the ground fhe trod on, and Ferdinand flew 
to unlock a door that obftruded their way. 
He applie(| the different keys, and at length 
found the proper one ; but the lock was 
rufty, and refufed to yield. Their difirefs 
was not now to be conceived. The noife 
above increafed; and it feemed as if the 
people were forcing the door. Hippolitus 
and Ferdinand vainly tried to turn the key. 
A fudden crafli from above convinced them 
that the door had yielded, when making 
another defperate effort, the key broke in 
the lock. Trembling and exhaufted, Julia 
gave herfelf up for loft. As fhe hung upon 
Ferdinand, Hippolitus vainly endeavoured 
to foothe her— the noife fuddenly ceafed. 
They liftened, dreading to hear the founds 
renewed ; but to their utter aftonifhment, 
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the filence of the place remained undif* 
turbed. They had now dme to breathe, 
and to confider the poflibility of eifeding 
their efcape ; for from the Marqub they 
had no mercy to hope. Hippolitus, in or* 
der to afcertain whether the people had 
quitted the door above, began to afcend the 
pa&ge, in which he had not gone many 
fteps when the noife was renewed with 
increafed violence. He inftantly retreated ; 
and making a defperate pu(h at the door 
below, which obftru£ted their paffage, it 
feemed to yield, and by another effort of 
Ferdinand, burft open. They had not 
an inftant to lofe; for they now heard 
the fteps of perfons defcending the 
ftairs. The avenue they were in opened 
into a kind of chamber, whence three paf- 
fages branched, of which they immediately 
chofe the firft. Another door now ob« 
ftruded their paffage; and they were 
compelled to wait while Ferdinand applied 
the keys. " Be quick/' laid Ju^a, '* or 
we are loft. O 1 if this lock too is ruft. 
ed!"-.«Harkr faid Ferdinand. They 
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how diicovered what apprehenfion had before 
prevented them from perceiving, that the 
(bunds of purfuit were ceafed, and alh again 
was filent. As this could happen only by 
the midake of th^r purfuers, in taking the 
wrong routCy they refolved to preferVe their 
advantage, by concealing the light, which 
Ferdinand now covered with his cloak. The 
door was opened, and they pafled on ; but 
they were perplexed in the intricacies of 
the place, and wandered about in vain en- 
deavour to find their way. Often did they 
paufe to lift en, and often did. fancy give 
them founds of fearful import. At length 
they entered on the paflage, which Ferdi- 
nand knew led direSly to a door that open- 
ed on the woods. Rejoiced at this certainty, 
they foon reached the fpot which was to 
give them liberty. 

Ferdinand turned the key ; the door un- 
clofed, and to their infinite joy difcovered to 
them the grey dawn. "Now, my love," faid 
Hippolitus, " you are fafe, and I am happy/' 
—Immediately a loud voice from without 
exclaimed, ^* Take, villain, the reward of 
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your perfidy!'* At the faraeinftant Hippo^* 
Utus received a {word in his ^body, and 
uttering a deep iigh, fell to the ground. 
Julia ihrieked and fainted; Ferdinand 
drawing bis fword, advanced towards the 
aflaifin, upon whofe countenance the light 
of his lamp then (hone, and difcovered to 
him his father 1 The fword fell from his 
grafp, and h^ darted back in an agony of 
horror. He was inftantiy furrounded, and 
feized by the fervants of the Marquis, 
while the Marquis himfelf denounced ven- 
geance upon his head, and ordered him to 
be thrown into the diuigeon of the caftle# 
At this inftant the fervants of the Count, 
who were awaiting his arrival on the fea 
ihore, hearing the tumult, haitened to the 
fcene, and there beheld their beloved mafter 
^lifelefs and weltering in his ^lood* They 
conveyed the bleeding body^ with loud Ia« 
mentations, on board the veffel which had 
been prepared for him^ and immediately 
fet fail for Italy« 

Julia, on recovering her fenfes, found 

herfelf 
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herfelf m a fmall room, of which (he had 
no retnembrancey with her maid weeping 
over her. RecolleOdan^ when it retumedy 
brought to her mind an energy <tf grief/ 
which exceeded even all former conceptions 
of fufferings. Yef her mifery was height- 
ened by the intelfigence which flie now re* 
ceived. She learned that Hippolitus had been 
borae away lifelefs by his people ^ that Fer- 
dinand was confined in a dungeon by order 
of the Marquis ; and that herfelf was a 
prifoner in a remote room, from which, on 
the day after the morrow, ihe was to be re- 

• 

moved to the chapel of the caftle, and there 
£icrificed to the ambition of her father, and 
the abfurd love of the Duke de Luovo. 

This accumulation of evil fubdued each 
power of refiftance, and reduced Jula to a 
itate little fliort of diftradion. No per* 
fon was allowed to approach her but her 
maid, and the fervant who brought h& 
food. Emilia, who, though ihocked -by 
Julia's apparent want of c(Hifiden^e^ ftvere* 
ly fympathiied m her diftrefs, folicited to 
fee her ; but the pain of denial was fo fliarp^ 
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ly aggravated by rebuke^ that flie dared not 
again to urge the requeft. 

In the mean time, Ferdinand, involved in 
the gloom of a dungeon, was refigned to 
ihe painful recoUedion of the paft, and a 
horrid anticipation of tife future. From 
the refentment of the Marquis, whofe pa& 
fions were wild and terrible, and whofe rank 
gave him an unlimited power of life and 
death in his own territories, Ferdinand had 
much to fear. Yet felfifh apprehenfion 
foon yielded to a more ndble forrow. H^ 
mourned the fate of Hippolitus, and the 
fuSerings of Julia. He could attribute the 
failure of their fcheme only to the treach- 
ery of Robert, who had, however, met the 
wiflies of Ferdinand, with ftrong apparent 
fmcerity, and generous intereft in the caufe 
of Julia. On the night of the intended elope* 
ment, hehad configned the keysto Ferdinand, 
who, immediately on receiving them, went 
to the apartment of Hippolitus. There they 
Were detained till after the clock had ftruck 
one, by a low noife, which returned zx. 
intervals, and convinced them, that iors»- 

part 
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part' of the family was not *y€t retired to 
reft. This noife was undou]btedly occa- 
fioned by the people whom the Marquis 
had employed to watch, a^d whofe vigi- 
lance was too faithful to fuflfer the fugitives 
to efcape. The irery caution of Ferdinand 
defeated its purpofe; for it is probable, 
that had he attempted to quit the cailie 
by the common entrance, he might have 
efcaped« The keys of the grand doar, and 
thofeof the courts, remaining in the ppfieflion 
of Rqbert, the Marquis was ceitain of the in- 
tended place of their departure ; and was 
thus enabled to defeat their hopes at the very 
moment when they exulted in their fuccefs. 
When the Marchionefs learned the fate 
of Hippolitus, the refentmenc^ of jealous 
paflion yielded to emotions of pity. Re- 
venge was fatisfied ; and ihe could now la- 
ment the fufferings of a youth, whofe per- 
fonal charms had touched her heart as much 
as his virtues had difappointed her hopes. 
Still true to paffion, and inaccdGEble to 
reafon, (he poured, upon the defencelefs 
[ulia her anger for that calamity of which 
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ihe herfelf was the unwilling caufe. By' a 
dextrous adaptation of her powers, ihe had 
worked upon-the paflions of the Marquis, 
fo as to render him relentlefs in the purfuit 
of ambitious purpofes, and infatiable in re* 
venging his difappointment. But the eSe&s 
of her artifices exceeded her intention itx 
exerting them ; and when ihe meant only 
to Sacrifice a rival to her love, flie found 
(he had given up its obje£t to revenge. 
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CHAP. IV. 

\ 

JL H£ nuptial mora, fo juftly dreaded by 
Julia, and fo impatiently awaited by the 
Marquis, now arrived. The marriage was 
to he celebrated with a magnificence, which 
^emonftrated the joy it occ^oned to the 
Marquis. The caftie was fitted up in a 
ftyle of grandeur fuperior to any thing that 
had been brfore feen in it. The neigh- 
bouring nobility were invited to an enter- 
tainment, which was to conclude with a 
fplendidball andfupper, and the gates were 
to be thrown open to ajl who chofe to 
partake of the bounty of the Marquis. At 

an early hour, the Duke, attended by a 

« 

numerous retinue, entered the caftle. Fer- 
dinaniijxeard from his dungeon^ where the 
jTigour and the policy of the Marquis 
iUU confined him, the loud clattering oi 

hoofi 
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hoofs in the court yard above, the rolling of 
the carriage wheels and all the tumultaous 
buftle which the entrance of the Duke oc* 
cafioned. He too well underftood the 
caufe of this uproar, and it awakened in 
him fenfations refembling thofe which the 
condemned criminal feels, when his ears 
are aSbiled by the dreadful founds tfant 
precede his execution. When he was 
able to think of himfelf, he wondered hf 
what means the Marquis would reconcile 
his abfence ^o the guefts. He, however, 
knew too well the diffijsated chanifker of 
the Sicilian nobility, to doubt, that whatever 
ftory fhould be invented would be very 
readily believed by them; who even if 
they knew the truth, would not fuffer a 
difcovery of their knowledge to interrupt 
the feftivity whi^ was offered them. 

The Marijuis and Marchionefs recaved 
the Duke in the outer hall, and conduded 
him to the faloon, where he partook of the 
refrefliments prepared for him, and from 
thence retired to the chapel. The* Marquis 
now withdrew to lead Julia to t||e altar, 
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and Emilia was ordered, to attend at the 
door of the chapel, in which the pried 
and a numerous company w^re already 
aifembled. The Marchionefs, a prey to 
the turbulence of fucceeding paifions, exult- 
ed in the near completion of her favi^urite 
feh^me. A difappointment, however, was 
prepared for her, which would at once 
cruft the triumph of her malice and her 
pride. The Marquis, on entering the ^fon 
of Julia, found it empty ! His aftonifh* 
ment and indignation, upon the difcoveryi 
almoft overpowered his reafon. Of the 
fervants of the caftle, who were immediately 
funimoned, he eiiquired concerning her 
efcape, with a mixture of fury and forrow, 
which left them no opportunity for reply. 
They had, however, no information to give, 
but that her woman had not appeared 
during the whole morning. In the prifon 
were found the bridal habiliments, which 
the Marchionefs herfelf had fent on the 
preceding night, together with a letter ad- ' 
dreffed to Emilia, which contained the fol- 
lowing words : 

** Adieu, \ 
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** Adieu, dear Emilia ; never more wiir 
you fee your wretched filler, who flies from 
the criiel fete now prepared for her, certain 
that (he can never meet one more dreadful. 
— Jn happinefs or mifery— in hope or de- 
fpair — whatever may be your fituation — ^ftill 
remember me with pity and aflfedlion* 
Bear Emilia, adieu!— You will always b^ 
the fifter t)f my heart—nnsy you never \» 
the partner of my misfortunes !''' 

While the Marc^uis was reading this 
letter, the Marchionefsj who fupyofed the 
delay occafioned . by fome oppofition from 
Julia, flew to the apartment. By her or- 
ders, all the habitable parts of the caftie 
were explored, and ihe herfelf affifted in 
the fearch. At length the intelligence was 
communicated to the chapel, and the con- 
fufion became univerfal. The priefl: quitted 
the altar, and the company returned to 
the faloon* 

The letter, when it was given to Emilia, 
excited emotions which /flie found it im- 
poflible to difguife, but which did not^ 
however, proted her from a fufpicion that 
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ihe'was concerned in the tranfadipo/ber 
knowledge of which this letter appeared 
intended to conceal. 

The Marquis immediately difpatched fer- 
vants upon the fleeted horfes of his (tables^ 
with dire£Uons to take different rwt^s, and 
to fcour every comer of the ifland in purfuit 
of the fugitives. When thefe exertions had 
f ome wh»t quieted his mind, he began to confi* 
der by what means Julia coulu iAVA effects 
her efcape. She had beea confinei. in a 
((nail room in a remote part of «th^ caiUe, to 
which no perfon had been admitted but her 
own woman, and Robert, the confidential 
fervant of the Marquis. Even Lifette had 
not been fuffered to enter, unlefs accom- 
panied by Robert, in whofe room, fii^e the 
night of the fatal difcovery^ the keys had 
been regulai*ly depofited. liiV^ithout them 
it was impoffible (he could have efcaped : 
the windows of the apartments being barred 
and grated, and opening into an inner 
court, at a prodigious height from the 
ground. Befides, whom could fhe depend 
upon for proteSion-^r whither^ could Ibe 

intend 
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iatend to fly for concealment ?—The affb- 
ciates of her former elopement were utterly 
unable to aflift her even with advice. Fer- 
dinand bimfelf a prifoner, had been de- 
prived of any means of intercourfe with her, 
and HipppUtns had beex\ carried Ufelefs on 
^>^linj)-> veflel^ which had immediately tailed 
for Italy^ 

Robert, to whom tbe keys bad beesi 
mtrufted, was fevef ely interrogated by the 
Marquis. He perfifted in a fimple and uni- 
form declaration of his innocence ; but as 
the Marquis believed it impofllble that Julia 
could have efcaped without hi$ libiowiedge, 
he was ordered into imprifonment till he 
Ihould confefs the hGt, 

The pride of the Duke was feverely 
wounded by this elppement, which proved 
the excefs of Julia's averfion, and com* 
pleted the difgraceful circumftances of hi^ 
rejedion. The Marquis had carefully con- 
ceaWd from him her prior attempt at elope-.^ 
ment, and h?r confequent confinement i but 
the truth now burft from difguife, and ftood 
spevealed with bitter aggravation. /I;|je 
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Duke, fired with indignation at the dupli- 
city of the Marquisj poured forth his re- 
fentment in terms of proud and bitter in- 
vective; and the Marquisj galled. by recent 
difappointment, was in no mood to reftrain 
the impetuofity of his nature. He retorted 
with acrimony ; and the confequence mmMr 
would have been ferious, had not the 
friends of each party interpofed for their 
prefervatioii. The , difputants were at 
length reconciled : it was agreed to purfue 
Julia with united, and indefatigable fearch^ 
and t|)at whenever flie ihould be foundj^ the 
nuptials flErould be folemnized without 
further delay. With the charafter of the 
Duke, this condud was confiftent. His 
paffions, infiamed by difappointment, and 
ftr^ngthened by repulfe, now defied the 
power of obftacle ; and thofe condderations 
wlHch would have operated with a more deli* 
cate mind to overcome its original incUnation, 
ferved only to increafe the violence of his. 

Madame de Menon, who loved Julia with 
maternal affedion, was an interefted ob- 
^rver of all that paff^dat the caftle. The 

cruel 
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cruel fate to which the Marquis deftined 
his daughter, fee bad feverely lamented, 
^ yet (he could hardly rejoice to find that thia 
had been* avoided by elopement. She 
trembled for the future fafety of her pupil ;. 
and her tranquilKty, which was thus firft 
diterrbed for the welfare of others, fee was 
not foon fuffered to recover. 

The Marchionefs had long nourifeed a> 
fecret diflike to Madame de Menon, whofet 
virtues were a filent reproof to her vices.. 
The contrariety of their difpofitionsj created 
iH the Marchionefs an, averfion, which, 
would have amounted to contempt, had not 
that dignity of virtue^ which ftrongly cha- 
raSerized the manners of Madame, com- 
pelled the former to fear what fee wifeed. 
to defpife^ Her confcience . whifpered.her 
that the diflike was mutual ; and fee now 
rejoiced in the opportunity which, feemed 
to oflfer itfelf, of lowering the proud in* 
tegrity of Madame's (grafter. Pretending, . 
therefore, to believe that fee had encou- 
raged Ferdinand to difobey his &the4lic(^^ 
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inandS) and had been accefl^iy to the 
elopement, fhe accufed her of tfaefe of- 
fences, and ftimulated the Marquis to re- 
prehend her cdndua. But the integrity of 
Madame de Menon was not to be quef- 
tioned i;c^ith impunity. Without deigning 
to anfwer the imputation, ihe defired to 
refign an office of which fhe was no longer 
confidered worthy, and to quit the caftle 
immediately sirThis the policy of the Mar- 
quis would not fufFer ; ' and he was com- 
peBed to make fuch ample conceffion to 
Madame, as induced her for the prefent to 
continue at the caftle. 

The news of Julia's elope'ment at length 
reached the ears of Ferdinand, whofe joy 
at this event was equalled only by his fur- 
prife. He loft,^ for a moment, the fenfe of 
his own fituation, and thought only of the 
efcape of Julia. But his forrow foon re- 
turned with accumulated force, when lie 
recoiled^ that Julia ^ight theh perhaps 
want that afiiflance^ which bis confine- 
ment ^Ihie could prevent his affording her. 

The 
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The fervantSy who had been fent in pms 
fuit, returned to the caftle without any fatis- 
faftory information Week after week 
elapfed in fruitlefs fearph, yet the Duke 
was ftrenuous in continuing the purfuit.^ 
EmiiTaries were difpatched to Naples, and 
to the feveral ei^es of the Count Vereza^ 
but they returned without any fatisfadory in^ 
formation. The Count had not been heard 
of fince he quitted Naples for Sicily. 

During thefe enquiries a new fubjefl: of 
diRurbance broke out in the caftle of Masp- 
zini. On the night fo fatal ^ the hopes of 
Hippolitus and Julia, when the -tumult was- 
fubfidedy and all was ftiil^ a light was oIk 
ferved by a feyvant, as he paffed by the^ 
window of the great ftair-cafe, in the -way 
to his chamber^ to glimmer through the 
cafement before noticed ia the fouthera 
buildings* While he ftood obferving it, it 
vaniftied, and prefently re-appeared.— The 
former myfterious circumftanipes illative to 
thefe buildings rufliA upon his mind ; and 
fired with wonder, he roufed jTome of llis^ 
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fellow*&rvant8 to come an^ bdidd (this 
phenomenon. 

As they g^zed in filent terror, the l^hl 

difappeared, and foon after, they faw a 

fmall door belonging to the fouth tower 

open, and a figure bearing a Kght iflue 

forth, which, gliding along the €afi:Ie walk, 

was quickly loft to their view. Overcome 

with Jear, they hurried back to their cbam* 

bers, and revolved all the late wonderful 

occurrences. They doubled not, that this 

\;^s ^ the figure formerly ken by the lady 

Julia. The fudden change of Madame de 

Mencm's apartments had not pafied unob* 

fervid by the fervants, but they now no 

longer hefitated to what tp attribute the 

removal. They collefted each various and 

uncommon 'ch'cumftance attendant on this 

part of the fabric ; and comparing them 

with the prefent, their fuperftitioiis fears 

were confirmed^ and their terror heightened 

to fuch a degHae, that many of them re- 

folved to quit the fervi0» of the Marquis. 

The Marquis, furprifed at this fudden 

defertion) 
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defertiofiy enquired iata its caufe, tnd learn* 
ed the truth. Shocked by this difcovery^ 
he yet refolred to preinent, if pof&ble, the 
ill effects which might be expeded from 
ft circulatioii of the report. Ta this end h 
was neceflary to quiet the minds of his 
people^ aad to .prevent their quieting hia 
fervice* Having feverely reprehended thenx 
for the idle apprebenfion they encouraged^ 
he .told them that^ to prove the fallaty of 
their furmifes^ he would lead them over 
that part of the caftk which was the fub» 
je6i of their fears, and ordered them to at- 
tend him at the return of night in the north* 
hall. Emilia and Madame de Mcnon^ fur« 
prized at this procedure,^ awaited the iflue 
in filent expe£kationl 

The fervants, in obedience ta thecoma 
mands of the Marquis, aflembled at night 
in the north ball. The air wi defolatia!!! 
which reigned through the fouth buildings,, 
and the circumftance of thflir having been 
for fo many years £but up^ would naturally 
tend to infpire awe } but to thefe people, 
who firmly b^eved theta to be the haunt of 
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an unquiet fpiitt, tenor was the predoiw- 
nant feotimotin 

The Marquis no v appeared with the keys 
of- tbefe buildings in his hands, and every 
heart' thrilled with wild eqsedation. He 
ordered Robert to precede him with a torch, 
and the reft of the fervants foUowix^, be 
paflfed on. A pair of iron gates were un- 
locked, and they proceeded through a courts 
whofe pavement was wildly overgrown with 
long grafs, to the great door of the foutb 
iabric. Here they met with fome difficulty, 
for the lock, which had not been turned 
for many years, was rafted* 

During this interval, the iiience of ex- 
pectation iealed the lips of all prefent. At 
length the lock yielded. That door, which 
had not been pailed for fo many years, 
creaked heavily upon its hinges, and dif- 
clofed the ^hali of black marble, which 
Ferdinand had formeriy crofled. " Now," 
cried the Marquis, in a tone of irony, as 
he entered, " expeft to encounter the ghofts 
of which you tell me : but if you fail to 
conquer them, prepare to quit my fervice* 
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The people who lire with me, (hall 'at leaft 
have courage and ability fuiEcient to defend 
me from thefe fpiritual attacks* All I 
apprehend is, that the enemy will not a^« 
pear, and in this cafe your valour will 
go untried/' 

No one dared to anfwer, but all followed, 
in filent fear, the Marquis, who afcended 
the great ftair-cafe, and entered the gallery. 
** Unlock that door,** faid he, pointing to 
one on the left, " abd we will foon unhoufe 
thefe ghofts/* Robert applied the key, but 
his hand (hook fo violently that he could 
not turn it. ** Here is a fellow,'* cried the 
Marquis, ** fit to encounter a whole legioa 
of fpirits. Do you,^ Anthony, take the key^ 
and try your valour/* 

" Pleafe you, my lord,** replied An- 
thony, ** I never was a good one at un» 
locking a door in my life ; but here ia Gre^ 
gory will do it.*' ** No, my lord, an* 
pleafe you,** laid Gregory, here is Richard.** 
** Stand off,** faid the Marquis, ** I will 
fhame your cowardice, and do k myfeif.^* 

Saying this, he turned the key, and was 
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rafliing on, but the door refded to yield ; 
il {hook under his hands^ and feemed as if 
partisdiy held by fome pafoA on die other 
fide. The Marquis was furprized, and 
made feveral efforts to move it, without 
eSe&. He then ordered his fervants to 
burft it open ;. but fhrinking back with one 
accord, they cried, ** For God^is fake, my 
lord, go no farther ; we are fatisfied here 
are no ghofts ; only let us get back*^'^ 

^ It is now then my turn to be fatisfied,'*' 
replied the marquis, '^ and till I am, not 
one of you fliall ftir. Open me that door/' 
« My lord !''— « Nay,'* faidthe Ma»quis, 
affuming a look of ftern authority—" dif* 
putenot my commands. I am! not to be 
trifled with.« 

They now (Pepped forward, and appKed 
thar ftrength to the doos;, when a laud and 
fudden noife burft from within, and re-^ 
founded through the hollow chambers ! The 
men ftarted back in affright^ and. were 
jruihlng headlong down the (tauvcafe) when 
the voice of the Marquis atrefted their flight.^ 
' They retumedi with hearts palpitating with 

terror. 
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terror. " Obferve what I fay/' faid the 
Marquis, " and behave Kke men. Yonder 
door,*' pointing to one at fome diftance, 
"will lead us through other rooms to this 
chamber — unlock it therefore, for I will 
know the caufe of thefe founds/' Shocked 
at this determination, the fervants again 
fupplicated the Marquis to go no farther \ 
and to be obeyed, he was obliged to exert 
all his authority. The door was opened, 
and difcoYered a long, narrow pafTage, into 
which they defcended by a few fteps. It 
led to a gallery, that terminated in a back 
ftair-^afe, where feveral doors appeared, one 
of which the Marquis unclofed. A fpacious 
chamber appeared beyond, whofe walls, 
decayed and difcoloured by the « damps, ex* 
hibited a melancholy proof of defertion. ^ 
They paffed on through a long finle of 
lofty and noble apartments, which were 
in the fame ruinoui condition. At length 
they came to the chafmber whence the noife 
had iffued. "Go firft, Robert, with the 
light,'* faid the Marquis, as they approached 
the door ; ** this is the key.'* Robert treqfH 
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bled — but ^obeyed, and the otber fervants 
followed in lilence. They (lopped a mo« 
iBent at the door to liften, but all was ftill 
within. The door was opened, and dif- 
dofed a large vaulted chamber, nearly re* 
fembling thofe they hadpafied, and on look- 
ing round, they difcovered at once the caufe 
of the alarm. — ^A part of the decayed roof 
was fallen in, zxid the fiones an4 rubbifii of 
the ruin falling againft the ffikry door^^ob- 
ftrud:ed the paffage. It was evident, too, 
whence the noife which occaficm^ thdr 
terror had arifen ; the loofe (tones, which, 
were piled againft the door, being (hook bj 
the eSbrt made ta opra^ it,, had givea waygi^ 
and rolled to the floor. 

After furyeying the place, they returned 
to the back ftairs, which they defcend^d ^ 
and having purfued the ieveral windii^ of 
a long pafTage, found themfelves again in 
the marble hall. ^* Now,'*^ faid the Mar- 
quis, " what think ye 3 What evil fpirits 
infed thefe walls ? Henceforth be c^iilpus 
how ye credit the pluintafms of idlenefs, fqt 
ye itiay aot always meet wirh^ mailer who 
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will cond^fctnd to undeceive ye/* They 

acknowledged the goodnefs of the Marquis^ 

and profefling themfelves perfeftly confcious 

of the error of their former fufpicions, de- 

lired th^y might fearch no farther. ** I 

chufe to leave nothing to your imagination," 

replied theMarquis, ** left hereafter it fhould 

betray you into a fimilar error. Follow 

me, therefore j you fhall fee the whole 

of thele buildings.'' , Sayuig this, he led 

them to the fouth tower. They remem* 

bered, that from a door of this tower, the 

figure which caufed their alarm had iiTued ; 

and, notwirhftanding the late afiettson of 

their fufpicions being removed, fear ftill 

operated powerfully upon their minds, and 

they would willingly have been excufed 

from ferther refearch^ *^ Would any of 

you chufe to explore this lower ?** faid the 

Marquis, pointing to the broken ftair-cafe ; 

" for myfelf, I am mortal^ and therefore 

fear to venture ; bift you, who hold com^ 

munion with difembodied fpirits, may partake 

fomething of their nature; if fo, youmajr 

pafs without apprehenfion where the gh^i 
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has probably paffed before.*' They flirank 
at hi3 reproof, and were filent. 

The Marquis, turning to a door on 
his right hand, ordered it to be unlocked. 
It opened upon the country, and the fer- 
vants knew it to be the fame whence the 
figure had appeared. Having re- locked it, 
** Lift that trap^door ; we will defcend into 
the vault ^* faid the Marquis. ** What 
trap-door^ my Lord ?" faid Robert, with 
encreafed agitation ; ** I fee none/' The 
Marquis pointed, and Robert percmM' a 
door, which iay almoft concealed beneath 
the (tones that had fallen from the ftaircafe 
above. He began to remove them, when 
the Marquis fuddenly turning—" I Iiave 
already fufficiently indulged your folly/' 
faid he, " and am weary of this bufinefs. 
If you are capable of receiving cbnviftion 
from truth, you muft now be convinced 
that tbefe buildings are not the' haunt of 
a fupernatural being ; %nd if you are in- 
capable, it would be entirely ufelefs to 
proceed. You, Robert, may therefore 
^re yourfelf the trouble of removing 

th« 
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the rubbiCh ; we will^quit this part of the 
fabric." 

The fervants joyfully obeyed, and the 
Marquis locking the feveral doors, return* 
ed with the keys to the habitabl^ part of 
the caftle. 

Every enquiry after Julia had hitherto 
proved fruitlefs ; and the imperious na- 
ture of the Marquis, heightened by the 
prevent vexation, became intolerably op- 
preffive to all around him. ' As the hope 
of recovering Julia declined, his opinba 
that Emilia had aiSfted her to eicape 
ftrengthened, and he inflicted upon her the 
feverity of his unjuft fufpicions. She was 
ordered to confine herfelf to her apartment 
till her innocence (hould be cleared, or her 
fifter difcovered. From Madame de Menon 
fte received a faithful fy mpathy, which 
was the fole relief of her oppreffed heart. 
Her anxiety concerning Julia daily en- 
creafed, and was heightened into the njoft 
terrifying apprehenfions for her fafety* 
She knew of no perfon in whom her fifter 
could confide, or of any place where QkSi 
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could And protedion ; the mod deplorable 
evils were therefore to be ezpe£ted. 

One day, as (he was iitttng at the win- 
dow of her apartment, engaged in melan* 
choly refledioD, fhe faw a man riding to- 
wards the caftle on full fpeed. Her heart 
beat with fear and ezpedation ; for his 
hafte made her fufped he brought intelii* 
gence of Julia ; and (he could fcarcely re* 
frain from breaking through the command 
•f the Marquis, and ruihing into the hall to 
learn fomething of his errand. She was 
right in her conjecture ; the perfbn fhe had 
feen was a fpy of the Marquis's, and came 
to inform him that the lady Julia was at 
tb^t time concealed in a cottage of the 
foreft of Marentino. The Aforquis, re* 
j^ced at this intelligence, gave the man a 
Uberal reward. He learned alfo, that (he 
was accompanied by a young cavalier; 
which circumftance furprifed him exceed- 
ingly ; for he knew of no perfon except 
the Count de Vereza, with whom ih^ could 
have entrufted herfelf, atfd th^ Count had 
fallen by his fword ! He immediately or- 

dered 
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iSeredi a party of his people to accompany 
the meffenger to the foreft of Marentino, 
and to fuffer neither Julia nor the cavalier 
to efcape them, on pain of death. 

When the Duke de Luovo was informed 
of this difcovery, he entreated and obtained 
permiffion of the Marquis to join in the 
purfuit. He immediately fet out on the 
expedition, armed, and followed by a num- 
ber of his fervants* He refolved to en- 
cobnter all hazards, and to pradife the. 
moll defperate extremes, rather than fail 
in the objeflf of his enterprize. In a Ihort 
time, he overtook the Marquis's people, 
and they proceeded together with all pof- 
fible fpeed. The foreft lay feveral leagues 
^iftant froth the caftle of Mazzini, and the 
day was clofing when they entered upon 
the borders, llie thick foliage of the trees 
ipread a deeper fhade around ; and they 
were Obliged to proceed with caution^ 
Darknefs had long fallen upon the earth 
when they reached the cottage, to which 
they were direded by a light that glim* 
mered from afar among the trees. The 
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tC70 perfons had come to the cottage, ami 
deiired iheken That they ynere unat* 
tended; but feemed to be perfons of con- 
feqitence in dlfguife. That they paid very 
libencUy for vhat they had ; and that they 
departed from the cottage a few hours b& 
fore the arrival of the Duke. - - 

The Duke enquired concerning the 

courfe they had taken ; and having recaved 

information, re-mounted hfs horfe^ and fet 

forward in purfuit. The road lay for 

ieveral leagues through the fbrdl, .and the 

darknefs, and the probability of encounter- 

flig banditti, made the journey^ dangerous. 

About the break qf day, they quitted the 

foreft, and entered upon a wild and^asoun- 

tainous country, in which they tr^elled 

fome mites without perceiving arhut, or 

a human being* No veftige of cultivation 

appeared, and no founds reached them b\At 

thole of their horfes* feet, and the roaring 

of the win^ds . through the deep fbrefts 

that overhung the mountains. The puT- 

fuit was uncertain, but the Duke refoived 

to perfeyere^ 

They 



They came at length to a cottage, where 
he repeated his enquiries, and learned tff 
his iatisfadion that two perfons, fuch ais he 
defcribed, bad flopped there for refreQi* 
mast about two hours before* He found 
it now neceilary to flop for the fam^ pur« 
pofe« Broad and milk, the only provifions 
of the place, were fet before him, and. hit 
attendants would have been well contented^ 
had there been fufficient of this homely fare 
to have fatisfied their hunger. 

Having difpatched an hafly meal, they 
again fet forward in the way pointed out ta 
them as the route of the fugitives. The 
country aflumed a more civilized afpeft 
Com, vineyards, olives,* and groves of mul* 
berry-trees, adorned the hills. The valleys, 
luxuriant in fhade, were frequently em- 
belfiihed by t&e^windings of a lucid flfeam, 
and diverfified by cluflers of halffeen cot*- 
tages. Here |ke rifing turrets of a mo« 
naftery appeared above the thick trees with 
which they were furrounded } and there the 
favage wilds, the traveUe|s had ps^ed^ 
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formed iSk bold and pidturefqu^ badc-ground 
CO the fcene* 

To the queftions put by the Duke to the 
federal perfons be met, be recdved anfwers 
that encouraged him to prcxeed. At waa 
he baited at a village to refresh himfelf aiid 
his people. He could gsdn no intelligence 
of Jnlia, and was perplexed which way to 
chufe ; but deteimined at length to purfue 
tbe road he was then in^ and accordingly 
again fet forward. He travelled feveral 
Vdiles^ without meeting any peribn who 
could give the neceffary information^ and 
began to defpair of fuccefs* The lengtheaed 
Aadpws of the mounta'n", and the fading 
light, gave fignals of dechoing day ; when, 
kaving gained the fummit^f a high hill, be 
obierved two perfons travelling on horfe* 
back in tbe plains below. On one of 
them he diftinguilbed the habiliments of a 
woman ; and in her air he thought he dif- 
covered that of Julia* While he ftood 
attentively furveying them, they looked 
towards the hi^; when, as if urged by a 

fudden 
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fudden impulfe of terror^ they let off ift 
full fpeed over the plains^ The Duke had 
no doubt that thefe weire the perfon$ he 
fought J and he> therefore^ ordered fome 
of his people to purfue them, and puflied his 
borfd into a full gallop* .Before he reached 
the plains^ the fugitives^ winding round an 
abrupt hilly were loft to hisT view* The 
Duke continued his courfey and bis people* 
who were a conliderable way before him, at 
length reached the bill, behind which thte 
two perfons had difappeared. No trac^ 
of them were to be feen, and they entered a 
nantw defile between two ranges of high 
and favage mountains; on the right ^f 
which a rapid ftream roUed along, and 
broke with its deep refounding murmui^s 
the foiemn filence of the place. The (h^d^ 
of evenmg now fell thick» and the fcene 
v/as foon enveloped in darknefs ; but to 
the Duke, who was animated by a ftrong 
and impetuous pailion, thefe were unim- 
portant circuraftanccs. Although he knew 
that the wilds oF Sicily Were frequently 
infefted wuh banditti, his numbers «a^e 
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'him fearlefe of attack. No# fo bis at- 
tendantS) many ef whom, as the darknefs 
increafed, teftified emotions not very ho- 
nourable to their courage ; ftarting at every 
bufi), and belie^ng it concealed a murderer. 
They endeavoured to diffuade the Duke 
from proceedings expref&ng uncertainty of 
their being tn the right route^ and recom- 
mending the open plains. But the Duke, 
whofe eye had bera vigilant to mark the 
-flight of the f ugitives, and who was not to 
be difluaded from his purpofe, quickly re- 
prefled their aif uments. They continued 
their courfe without m^etmg a fingle 
perfon* 

The moon now rofe, and afforded them 
a ihadowy imperfeS view of the. furround- 
mg obje&s. TThe profpeJ^ was gloomy and 
vaft,^ and not a human habitation met their 
eyes. They had now loft every trace of 
the fugitives, and found themfelves be* 
wildered in a wild and &vage country. 
Their only remaining care wa& to extricate 
themfelves frohi fo forlorn a lituation, and 
they Hftened at every ftep with anxious at- 

5 ^ * tention 



Ceadon for^ fome found that might difcoveir 
to them the haunts of men. They liftened 
rn vain ; the (lillnefs of night was undifturbed 
but by the wjnd^ which broke at intervals in 
tow and hoUow murmurs from among the 
mountains^ 

As they proceeded with filent caution, 
they perceived a light break ^rom among 
the rocks at fome diftance. Hie Duke 
hefitated whether to approach^ fince it 
might probably proceed from a party o£ 
the banditti with which thefe mountains 
were faid to be infeded. While he hefi- 
tBXed^ it difappeared ; but he had not adi^ 
yanced many fteps when it returned. He 
now percdlved it to i£ue from the mouth 
of a cavern, and cad a bright refledion 
upon the overhanging rocks aod flirubs. 

He difmounted, and followed by two of 
his people, leaving the reft at fome diftance, 
m«'ed with flow and filent fteps towards 
the cave. As he drew near, he heard the 
found of fnany voices, in high caroufaU 
Suddenly the uproar ceafed, and the fol- 
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lowing words were fang by a <Iear and 
nsnly voice : 

SONG. . # 

jPoup the rich Ebatbti high ; 

The fpauUiiig ciq» to Baechits fiU.; 
His joys &all dance in eVry eye. 

And chafe the forms of future ill I 



the jpgic nptom ileal 
O'er the ftocy Juodliag bnoot 
Waim the heart with foeial teal. 
And fong and laughter ttign. 

Then Tifions of pleafuxe fludl float on our fight^ 
While L'ght bounding our fpirits fliall flow i 

And the god fliall impart a fine fenfe of 4elight|i 
Which in tain Jbkr toortak would know. 

The laft verfe was repeated in loud 
chorus. The Duke liftened with aflonifh- 
mentl Such fecial merriment amid a 
fcene of fucIiP* favage wildnefs, appeared 
more like enchantment than reality. He 
would not have hefitated to pronounce 
this a party of banditti, had not the deli- 
cacy of expreilion preferved in the fong, 
appeared unattainable by men of their 

clafs, . / 
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He bad iu>v a full view of tiieca;re;' aa^ 
the ifiomeiit which couviwedi him of Ua 
eiTor» Se^^d alfo to iaqreafe his fyrpnlk. 
He-hebeldy by the light of a 6re,.9 party of 
baoditti f<ra(eid vithiii the deeped recefa of 
the caye round a rude kind of table fonned 
in the rock. The tajpl^ was fpread with 
proviHons, and they Wfsre rggftlipg theiQp 
felves With great eagernefs and joy. T^ 
countenances of the.men e^sbihited a Stnugfi 
mipcture of jierceuefs and fodality; and 
the Duke could almoft have imagined he 
beheld in thefe ipUbers a band of the early 
Romans^ before kiK^wJed^e jba^ civi&^t 
or luxury hkd fqf^ened theoi. But be had 
not much tiule for c^editation ; a fenfe of 
his danger b^e J him . fly while to fiy was 
yet ill bis power* 4s he turned to depart^ 
he obferved two faddle horfes grazing upon 
the herbage near the mouth of the cave. 
It ipftantly occurred to hin^ th^t they bo 
longed to' Julia and her companion. He 
hefitated, ; and at. length . de<^>'mined to 
linger awhile, aad iiflSeii tp the conver^ntion 
of the robbers, hoping fyom Uiepce to ba.ye 
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\as doubts rdToIved. They taftked idt fdine 
time in a (bun of high conviviality, and 
recounted in exultation many of their ez« 
pldtt. They de&ribed alfo the benaviour oi^ 
feveral people whom they had robbed, with 
highly ludicrous allufions, and with much 
rude humour, while the cave re-echoed 
'with loud burfta d laughter amd applaufe. 
^hey were thus engaged in tumultuous 
merriment, till one of them, curfing the 
fcanty plunder of their Lte adventure, but 
praifing the beauty of a lady, they all 
lowered liheir voices togeth^, and feemed 
as if debating upon a pomt uncommonly 
interefting to them. The paiHons of the 
Duke were roufed, and be became certain 
that it was Julia, of whom they had fpoken. 
In the firft impulfe c^ feefing he drew bj| 
fword } but recolle£)Jng the number of his 
adver&ries, reftrained his fury* He was 
turning from the cave with a defign of 
fumpfioning his people, when the light of 
the fire glittering upon the bright blade of 
his weapon, caught the eye of one of the 
banditti* Jie ftarted from his jeat, anci his 

com- 
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comrades inftantly rifing 19 con(lernatioii)| 
difcoyered the Duke. They rufhed with^ 
loud vociferation towarda the mouth of the 
cave. lie endeavoured to efcape to hia 
pec^le ; but two of the banditti niounting 
the horfes which were grazing near, <]|aickljf 
overtook and fetzed him. His drefs and 
air proclaimed hiiti to be a perfon of diftiilc-^ 
tion f and^ rejoicing, in their propped o£ 
plunder^ ihey forced him towards the cave«^ 
Here their comrades awaited thenib}. biit 
what were the emotions of the Duke, whea 
he difcovered in the perfon of the principal 
robber hia own foul who^ to efcape the 
galling feverity of his^ father, had fled fran% 
bis cadle fome years before, and had not 
been heard of fince. 

, He had placed himfelf at the head of a 
party of banditti, and^ ^leafed with the 
liberty whi^h till then h^ had jiever tafted^ 
and witb the power which hia new fitualion ^ 
afforded hiin^ he became fo much attachedtof 
this wild and lawlefs mode of life, that hede^ 
termined never to quit it till death ftould dU* 
Iblve thole tiea which now made his r^^% 
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•I^nffire. This event feemed at fo gfedt 
a diftaace, that he reldom allowed himrdf . 
to think of It. Whenever it fhould hap>- 
pen, he had no doubt that he might either 
refmne his rank without danger of diico« 
very, or might juftify lus prefent cohduft 
aa a frolic, which a few ads of generofity 
would eafily excufe. He knew his power 
would then place him beyond the reach of 
Cenfnre, in a country where the people 
are accuilomcd to implicit fubordination, 
and feldom dare to fcrutinize Jhe ''^i^l^^Qhs of 
the nobility. 

His fenfations, however, on difcoveriing 
his father, were not very pleafing ; but 
proctaimmg the Duke, he protefted him 
from farther outrage. 

With the Dake, whofe heart was a 
ftranger to the fofter affedtons, indignation 
ufurped the place of parental feeling. His 
pride was the only paffion affeftcd by the 
difcovery ; and he had the ralhnefs to ex- 
prefs the indignation, which the conduft of 
his fon had excited, in terms of 'unreftrained 
bveftive. The banditti, inflamed by the op- 
probrium 
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probrium with which he loaded thdr otdtr^ 
threatened ihftant punifiiment ta his teme^ 
rily ; and the aathority of Ricardo could 
hardly reftrain them within the limits of 
forbearance. 

The menaces, and at length entreaties 
of the Duke, to prevail with his fon to 
abandon his prefent way of life, were 
equally ineffeftual. Secure in his own 
power, Ricardo laughed at the firil, and 
iK^as infeniible to the latter ; and his father 
vras compelled to relinquifli the attempt. 
The Duke, however, boldly and paffion- 
ately accufed him of having plundered and 
fecreted a lady and cavalier, his friends, 
at the fame time defcribing Julia, for whofe 
liberation he offered large rewards. Ricardo 
denied the faft, which fo much exafpeh^ted 
the duke, that he drew his fword with an 
intention of plunging it in the breaft of 
his fon. His arm was arrefted by the fur- 
rounding banditti, who half- unfheathed 
their fiords, and flood fufpended in an 
attitude of menace. The fate of the father 
now hung upon the voice of the fon. 

Ricardo 
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Eicvda vaifed his arm, but iofta&tl]^ 
dropped it, and tinned away* The baa* 
ditci fhsatbed their weapMs^ and ftep^ 

Ricardo folemnly fwearing that he knew 
nothing of the perfona defcribed, the Dtike 
at kngth became convinced of the trmb of 
the a&rtion, and, departing from the cave, 
rejoined his people.. All the hnpetuoos 
paffions of his nature were ronfed axid in^ 
flamed by the difcovery of his fon in a 
fituation fo wretchedly difgracefoL Tet 
it was his pride rather than his virtoe 
that was hurt ; and when be wifhed hin^ 
dead, it was rather to fave himfelf from di£- 
grace, than his fon from the real indignity 
of jpc(?« He had no means of reclaiming 
him ; to have attempted it by force, would 
have been at this time the excefs of temerity, 
for his attendants, though numerous, were 
undifciplined, and would have &lien certain 
vidims to the power of a iavage and 
dextrous banditti. 

With thoughts agitated ia fierce and 
agonijdog conflict, he purfued his journey ; 
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an4 having lofl: all trace of Jufia^ fought 
only for ai\ habitation which might (helter 
him frdm the night, and afford neceflary 
refrelhment for himfelf and his people* 
iWith thisy however, there appeared little 
hope of meeting. 
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CHAP. IV. 

X HE night grew ftonoy* The hollow 
winds fwept over the monntauuTy and blew 
bleak and cold around ; the clouds ^ were 
driven fwiftly over the face of the moon, 
and tbe Duke and his people were fre- 
quent iy involved in total darknefs. They 
had travelled on filently and dejVftedly for 
feme hours, and were bewildered in the 
wilds, when they fuddenjy heard the bell 
of a monaftery chiming for midnight 
prayer. Their hearts revived at the found, 
which they endeavoured to follow; but 
they had not gone far, when the gale 
wafted It away, and they were abandoned 
to the uncertain guide of their own con- 
jeftures. 

They had purfued for fome time the 
Way which they judged led to the monaftery, 
when the note of the bell returned upon 

the 



the windy and difoovered to them that they 
had miftaken their route. After much 
wandering and diflSicuIty they arrived, 
overcx>me with wearinefs, at the gates of 
a large and gloomy fabric. The bell had 
ceafed, and all va$ ftili. By the mooi^ 
light, which through broken clouds now 
ftreamed upcMi the building, they became 
ooavmced it was the monaftery they had 
fought, and the Duke himfelf ftruck 
loudly tqpon the gate. 

Sereral mtnutes elapfed, no perfon apr 

peared, nnd he repeated the ftroke. A 

ftep was prefently heard within^ the gate 

WK uidMirried, and a thin, fliivering figure 

prefented ttfelf* The Duke foliated admi& 

fton, but was refofed, and reprimanded for 

difturbing the convent at the hour fa^ 

cred to prayer. He then made known hi9 

rank, and bade the friar inform the Sup^ 

rior that he requefted (helter from tht 

night. The firiar, fufpicious of deceit, ali4 

apprehenfive of robbers, refufed with mu A 

firmnefs,^ and repeated ^ that the convent 

was engaged b prayer > he had almoft 
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clofed the gate, when the ThkCf whom 
hunger and fatigue made defperate, ruiheJ 
by him, and pafied into the court* It 
was his intention to prefent hknfelf to the 
Superior, and be had not proceeded hSj 
i^hen the found of Iattgbtejr» and of many 
voices in loud and mirthful jolliiy, attra&ed 
his fteps. It led him through federal pa^ 
fages to a door, through ih« crevices of 
^hich light appeand* He ptiiied a m> 
inent, and heuxl within a wQd uproar of 
aneirimam and feng» He vns ftrack with 
aftonsflinaenti and could fcarcely credit his 
fenfesl 

' He uncloftd the door^ and behehly ina 
large room, will Bghted, a company of 
friars, dreft ini the habit of their caeAetf 
f iaced roimd a table, which was profiifely 
ipread with wines and fruits. The Supe* 
ipior, whofe habit difttnguifhed, him from hia 
aflbciates, appeared at the head of the table. 
He was lifting a large goblet of wine to his 
tips, and'was roaring out,. ** Profufion and 
confuiion,'^ at the moment when the Duke 
^nteredt liis appearance caufed a general 

alarm ^ 



( i87 ) 

« 

alarm ; that part of the company who 
were not too much intoxicated, arofe from 
their feats ; and the Superior dropping the 
goblet from his hands, endeavoui;^ to 
aiTume a look of aufterity, which his rofy 
countenance belied* ^ The Duke recdved 
a reprimand^ delivered in the lifping ac- 
cents of intqxicadaOy and embelliihed 
with frequent intetjefkiont of hiccup* He 
made known htt quality, hi| diftrefs, and 
(ie^ted a n^ht^s lo^^^g for himfelf aiidl 
his people* When the Superior underftood 
the diftiniUon of his gueft, his features 
relaxed into a fnile of joyous welcome } 
and taking him by the band, he pbced him 
by hn» fide. 

The table was quickly covert with lux* 
urious provifions, and orders were ^ven 
that the Duke^s people fliould be admitced, 
and taken care of. He was regaled with a 
variety of the fiaeft wines, aqd, at length, 
highly elevated by monaftic bofpitality, he 
^retired to the apartment allotted him, leai^ 
ing the Superior in a condition which pre* 
deded all ceremony* 

He 
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He departed in the morning, very weQ* 
pleafed ^Ji^ith the accommodating principles 
of monaftic religion. He had been told that 
the enjoyment of the good things of this 
life was the fiireft iign of oor gratitude to 
Heaven ^ and it appeared, that withiii the 
walls of a Sidlian monaftery, the precept 
and the prafiiee^ wen equatty enf orced» 

He was now at a loft what courfe to 
chufe, kt he had no chie lo dhxft him 
towards the frbjeft of his pmfuit } but hope 
ftill invigomed^ and urged 1»m to perfe- 
verance. He was ttot many Inguee firoin 
the coaft ) and it oocurred to hikn, diat 
fugitives might make towards k* widi a 
the defignof efcaping into Italy, He there- 
fore determkied to travel towards the fea, 
and proceed along the fiiore^ 

At the houfe where he ftopped to dine, 
'he learned that two- perfons, fiicb as he 
defcribed, had haked there dbout an h<»n* 
before bis arrival^ and had fet off again ia 
mtich feeming hafte. They had taken the 
road towards the coaft^ whence it was ob* 
vious to the Duke they deGgned to embatrk. 

He 
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He ftayed not to finifli the repad fet before 
him, but mftantly remounted to cootinue 
the purfuit* 

To the enquiries he made of the perfbns 
he chanced to meet,, favourable, aofwere 
were returned for i time ; but he vas at 
length bewildered in uncertainty^ and tca^ 
veiled for fome hours in a dire&ton which 
chance, rather than judgment, prompted 
him to take. ^ 

The falling eveflfbg again- confuled his 
profpeds, and unfettkd his hopes. The 
fliades were deepened by thick and beavy^ 
clouds that enveloped the borison, and the 
deep founding air foretold a temped. Tht* 
thunder now roiled at a diftance, and the * 
accumulated clouds grew darken . The 
Duke and his people were on a wild and 
droary heath, round which they looked m 
vain for (helter, the view being terminated 
on sdl fides by the fame defolate fcene. 
They rode, however, as hard as their 
horfes would carry them ; and at length 
one of the attendants efpied on the Ikirts 
of the wafte a large m^fion, towards 

which 
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which they immediately direded their 
courfe. 

They were overtaken by the ftorm; 
and at the moment when they reached the 
bntldiiigy a peal of thunder, which feemed 
to (hake the pile, barfl: over ttieir heads* 
They now ibund thenfelvea in a large and 
ancient manfion, which feemed totally de« 
ftrtedy and was fallen to decay. The edi- 
fice was diftingiiifhed by an air of magni- 
ficence, whidi ill accorded with the fiir- 
roundiog firetiery^ jmd which* eiecited ibme 
degree of furprife in the mind of the Duke, 
who» however, fully juflified the owner 
in forfaking a fpot» which prefented to 
the eye only views of rude and defolated 
nature. 

The ftorm encreafed with much violence, 
and threatened to detain the Duke a pri« 
foner in his prefent habitatibn for the night. 
The hall, of which be and his people M 
taken poffeffion, exhibited in every feature^ 
marks of ruin and defolatiun. The marble 
pavement was in many placel bn&en, the 
walls were mouldering indec^y, smd round 

the 
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the high and (battered windows the long 
grafs waved to the lonely gale. Curio- 
fity led him to explore the recefles of the 
manfion. He quitted the hall, and entered 
upon a paffage which conducted him to a 
remote part of the edifice. He wandered 
through the wild and fpacious apartments in 
gloomy medittttion, and often paufed in 
wonder at the remains of magnificence 
which he beheld. . 

The manfion was irregular and vaft, 
and he was bewildered in its intricacies. 
In endeavouring to find his way back, he 
only perplexed himfelf more^ till at length 
he arrived at a door, which he believed led 
into the hail he firfl: quitted. On opening 
it, he difcovered, by the faint light of the 
moon, a large place, which he fcarcely 
knew whether to (hink a cloifter, a chapel, 
or a hall. It retired in long perfpe£kive, 
in arches,, and terminated in a lai^e iron 
gate, through which appeared the open 
country. 

The lightnings flaihed thick and bliip 

around^ which, together with the thundery 
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that feemed to read the wide arch of Hea- 
ven, and the melancholy afped: of the 
place, fo awed the Duke, that he involttn- 
tarily called to his people. Wis voice was 
anfwered only by the deep echoes which 
ran in murmurs through the place, and 
died away at a diftance ; and the moon now 
finking behind a cloud, left him ki total 
darknefs. 

He repeated the call more loudly, and at 
length heard the approach of footftepSi A 
few moments relieved him from his anxiety, 
for his people appeared. * The fiorm was 
yet loud, and the heavy and fulphureous ap- 
pearance of the atmofphere promifed no 
fpeedy abatement of it. The Duke endea- 
voured to reconcile himfelf to pafs the 
night in his prefent fituation, and ordered 
'Z fire to be lighted in the place he was is, 
This with much difScuIty was accompliihed. 
He then threw himfelf on the pavement be- 
fore it, and tried to endure the abftinence 
which he had fo ill obfervcd in the monaf- 
t6ry on the preceding night. But to his 
great joy, his attendams, more provident 

^than 



( 193 ) 

than himfelf, had not fcrupled to accept 
a comfortable quantity of provifions which 
had been ofiered them at the monaftery ; 
and which they now drew forth from a waU 
let. They were fpread upon the pavement j 
and the Duke, after refrefliing himfelf, de- 
livered up the remains to his people. Hav* 
ing ordered them to watch by turns at the 
gate, he wrapt his cloak round him^ and 
refigned himfelf to repofe. 

The night pafled without any difturljjance. 
The morning arofe frefli and bright ; the 
Heavens exhibited a clear and unclouded 
concave j even the wild heath, refrefhed 
by the late rains, fmiled around, and fent 
up with the morning gale a flr^aoi of fra- 
grance* 

The Duke quitted the manfion, re- 
animated by the cheerfulnefs of mom, and 
purfn|d his journey* He could gain no 
intelligence of the fugitives. About noon 
he found himfelf in a beautifully romantic 
country ; and haying reached the fummit of 
fome wild diffs, he refted to view the pic- 
turefque imagery of the fcene below. A 
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Ihadowy, fequeftered dell appeared buried 
deep among the rocks^ and in the bottom 
'Was feen a Isdce^ \vhofe clear bofom refie&ed 
the impending clifis^ and the beautiftil lux- 
uriance of the overhanging ftades. 

Bat his attention was quickly called from 
the beaulies of inanimate nature, to objeds 
more interefting ; for he^ obferved two per- 
fons, whom he inftiantly recoUefted to be 
the fame that he had formerly purfued 
^over the plains. , They were feated on the 
margin of the lake, under the fhade of fome 
high trees at the foot of the rocks, and 
feemed paKaking of a repad which was 
fpread upon the grafe. Two horfes were 
grazuig near. In thfe^lady, the Duke faw 
the very air and ihape of Julia, and his 
heart boundfed at the fight.. They were 
feated with their backs to the cliSs upon 
which the Dcike ftood, and he therefore 
fnrveyed them unobfi&rved. They were 
now alnibflr within his power, but the dif- 
ficulty was how to defiottd the rodks, whofe 
ftupendous heights and^ craggy * ftfeeps feem- 
ed to renda: them impafikble. Hi ex;]^in* 
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ed them with a fcrutinizing eye> and at length 
efpied) where the rock receded, a narrow 
winding fort of path. He difmountedy and 
fome of his attendants doing the fame, kU 
lowed their lord down the cliffs, treading 
lightly, left their fleps (hould betray them. 
Immediately upon their reaching the bot^ 
tom, they were perceived by the lady, who 
fled among the rocks, and was* prefently 
purfued by the Duke's people. The cava- 
lier had no time to efcape, but drew his 
fword to defend himfelf againll the furiovs 
affault of the Duke. 

The combat was fuftained with n^ich 
vigour and dexterity on both fides for fome 
minutes, when the Duke received the point 
of his adverfary's fword, and fell. The 
cavalier, endeavouring to efcape, was feiz- 
ed by the Duke's people, who now appear- 
ed with the fair fugitive ; — ^but what was the 
difappointment— the . rage of the Duke, 
when in the perfon of the lady he difcovered 
a ftranger! The aftonifhment was mu- 
tual, but the accompanying feelings were, 
in the different perfons, of a very oppofite 
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i^ature. In the Duke, aftoniihment was 
beightened by vexation, and embittered by 
difappointment :—!& the lady, it was fo£- 
tened by the joy of unexpeded deliverance. 

This lady y^as the younger daughter of a 
Sicilian nobleman, whofe avarice, or necef* 
fities, had devoted her to a <fonvent. To 
avoid the threatened fate, ihe fled with the 
lover to whom her a£fe£Hons had lojc^ been 
engaged, and vvhofe only fault, even in the 
eye of her father, was inferiority of birth. 
They were now on their way to the coaft, 
whence they defigned to pafs over to Italy, 
where the church would confirm the bonds 
which their hearts had already formed. 
There the friends of the cavalier refided, 
and with them they expp£ted to find a fe« 
•' cure retreat. 

The Duke, who was not materially 
wounded, after the firll tranfpoitof his rage 
had fubfided, fuffered them to depart. 
Relieved from their fears, they joyfully fet 
forward, leavmg their late purfuer to the 
anguiOi of defeat, and fruitlefs endeavour. 
He was remounted on his horfe ; and hav- 
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mg difpatched two of his people in fearch of 
a houfe where he might obtain fome relief, 
he proceeded flowly on his return to the 
caftle of Mazzini. 

It was not long ere he recollefted a cir- 
cumftance, which, in the firft tumult of his 
difappointment, had efcaped him, but which 
fo effenliaHy affefted the whole tenour of 
his hopes, as to make him again irrefolute 
how to proceed • He confidered that, aP. 
though thefe were the fugirives he had pur- 
fued over the plains, they might not be the 
fame who had been fecreted in the cottage, 
and it ^ was therefore poflible that Julia 
might h^^ve been the perfon whom they had 
for fome time followed from thence. This^ 
fuggeftion awakened his hopes, which were 
however, quickly deftroyed j for he remem-' 
bered that the only perfons who could have 
fatisfied his doubts, were now gone beyond 
the poM[er of recall. To purfue Julia, when 
no traces of her flight remained, was ab« 
furd ; and he was therefore compelled to 
return to the Marquis, as ignorant and 
more hopelefs than he had left him. With 
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much pain he reached the village which his 
emiflaries had difcovered, where fortunately 
he obtained, fome medical affiftance. Here 
he was obliged by indifpofition to reft« 
The anguifh of his mind equalled that of 
his body. Thofe impetuous paffions which 
fo ftrongly marked his nature, were roufed 
and exafperated to a degree that operated 
powerfully upon hisconftitution, and threat- 
ened him with the mod alarming confe- 
i|uences. The eflfed of his wound was 
heightened by the agitation of his mind ; 
and a fever, which quickly aiTumed a very 
ferious afpef^, co-operated to endanger his 
.iife. 
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CHAP. VI» 

X HE. caflle of Mazzini was ftill the^ 

icene of diffenfion aiad imfery. The impa<- 

tience and adonifhment of the Marquis 

being daily increafed by the lengthened 

abfence of the Duke, he difpatched fervants 

to the forefl: of Marentino^ to enquire the 

occalion of this circumftance. They re* 

turned with intelligence, that neither Ju« 

Ka, the Duke, nor. any of hi$ people 

were there. He therefore conclude, ;&alr 

his daughter had fled the cottagjS upon in* 

formation of the approach of l^e Duk^ 

who, he heliered, was (HU engaged in the 

purfuit. With refpedt to Ferdinand, who 

yet pined in ^rrow and anxiety, in his 

dungeon, the rigour of the Marquis's coc^ 

du£l was unabated. He apprehended that 

bis fon, if liberated, would quickly d^ooveiP 

the i^etreat of Julia, and by his advice and. 

affiftance^ confirm her in difob^ience. 
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Ferdioandy in the ftillnefs and folitade of 
his dungeon, brooded over the late calamity 
in gloomy, ineffedual lamentation. The 
idea of Hippoiitus—- of Hippolitus murder- 
ed*— arofe to his imagination in bufy in- 
trufion, and fubdued th^ flrongeft efforts of 
his fortitude. Julia too, his beloved fifter— 
unprotected — unfriended— might, even at* 
the moment he lamented her, be (inking 
under fufferings dreadful to humanity. The 
airy fchemes he once formed of future feli- 
city, refulting from the union of two peribns 
fo juftly dear to- him-*— with the gay vifions* 
of'paft happinefs— -floated upon his fancy, 
and the luftre they reflefted, ferved only to 
heighten by contraft, the obfcurity and 
gloom of his prefent views. He had, how- 
ever, a new fubjed of aftonifhment, which 
often withdrew his thoughts from their 
accuftomed objed, and fubftituted a fenfa- 
tion lefs painful, though fcarcely^lefs power- 
ful. One night, as he lay ruminating on 
the paft in melancholy dejedion, the flill* 
nefs of the place was fuddenly inrerrupted 
by a low and difmal found. It returned at 
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intervals in hollow (ighings, and feemed to- 

come from feme perfon in deep diftref^.. 

So much did fear operate upon his mind, 

that he was uncertain whether it arofe from 

within or from without. He looked round 

his dungeon, but . could diftinguifh no ob- 

je& through the impenetrable darknefs. 

As he liftened in' deep amazement, the 

found was repeated in moans ipore hollow. 

Terrojr now occupied his mind and dif- 

turbed his reafon; he ftarted from his 

pofture, and, determined to be fatisfied* 

wlrether any perfon befide himfelf was in 

ilu'i dungeon, groped with arms extended, 

alc^ng the walls. The place was empty j. 

bifit coming to a particular fpot, the found 

fuddenly arofe more diftindly to his ear.. 

He called aloud and alked wha was there ; 

but received no anfwer. Soon after all 

was ftill } and, after liftening.for fome time 

without hearing the founds renewed, he 

laid himfelf down to fleep. On the follow- 

ing day, he mentibned to ,the man. who 

brought him food what h6 had heard, and 

enquired concerning the noife.- The fer* 
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vant appeared very much terrified, but 
could give no information that might in 
the lead account for the circumftance> till 
he mentioned the vicinity of the dungeon 
to the fouthe^n buildings. The dreadful 
relation formerly given by the Marquis, 
inftantly recurred to the mind of Ferdinand, 
who did not hefitate to believe, that the 
moans he heard came from the reftlefs 
ipirit of the murdered Delia Campo. At 
this convidion horror thrilled his nerves ; 
but be remembered his oath, and was lilent. 
His cour^j^e, however, yielded to the idea 
of pafling another night alone in his prifon, 
where, if the vengeful fpirit of the murdered 
fhould appear, he might even die of tlie 
horror which its appearance would infpire* 
The mind of Ferdinand was highly fu- 
perior to the general influence of fuper* 
ilkion; but, in the prefent inftance^ fuch 
ftrong correlative circumftances appeared, 
as compelled even incredulity to yield. He 
had faimfelf heard ftrange and awful Ibunds 
in the forfaken fouthem buildings ; he re* 
celyed from his father a dreadful fecret rela- 
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tive to them— a fecret in which his honour^ 
uay, even his life w^ bound up. .His 
father had alfo confefTed^ that he had himfelf 
there feen appearances which he could never 
after remember without horror, and which 
had occafioned him to quit that part of the 
caftle. AH thefe recolIe£l:ions prefented to 
Ferdinand a chain of evidence too powerful 
to be refifled ; and he could not doubt that 
the fpirit of the dead had for once been 
permitted to revifit the earth, and to call 
down vengeance on the defcendants of the 
murderer*. 

:This conyi£tion occafioned him a degree 

00 horror, fuch as' no apprehenfion of 

aiortal powers could have excited; and he 

:determined, if -pofiible^ to prevail on Peter 

to pafs the hours of midnight with him in 

his dungeon.^ The ftridnefs erf Petei^S 

fidelity yielded to the perfaafions ofFerdi* 

naiid, though no bribe could tempt him to 

incui: the refentm^nt of the Marquis, by 

permitting an efcape. Ferdinand pafled 

the day in lingering, anxious expedatioUi 

andc the return of. nigi^t brou^ P^^ ^^ 
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the dungeon. Hh kindnefs expofed lum 
to a danger which he had not forefeen; 
ibr, vhen feated in the dungeon alone with 
his prifoner, how eafily might that prifoner 
have conquered him, and 1^ hiin to py 
his life to the fury " of the Marquis. He 
was preferved by the humanity of Ferdi- 
nand, who inflantly perceived his advan- 
tage, but difdained to involve an innocent 
man in deflrudion, and fpumed the fog- 
geftion from his mind. 

Peter, whofe friendfhip was ftronger than 
his courage, trembled with apprehenfion as 
the hour drew nigh in which the groans 
had been heard on the preceding nighti 
He recounted to Ferdinand a variety of 
terrific circumftances, whiA exifted onl} 
in the heated imaginations of his fellow- 
fervants, but which were ftill admitted by 
them as fa£ts. Among the reft, he did not 
omit to mention the light and the figure 
which had been feen to iffue frot»f the fouth 
tower on the night of Juti^^s intended 
elopement j a circumftance which he em- 
bdliihed with innnmerable aggravations of 

fear 
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* fear and wonder. He concluded with de- 
fcrlbing the general coofternatlon it had 
caufed, and the confequent behaviour of 
the Marquis, who laughed at the fears of 
his |>eople, yet condefcended to quiet them 
by a formal review of the buildings whence 
their terror had originated. He'i;flated 
the adventure of the door which refufed to 
yield, the founds which arofe frotn within, 
and the difcovery of the fallen roof; but 
declared that neither he, nor any of his 
fellow-fervants believed, the noife, or the 
obftrudion proceeded from that, " be- 
caufe, ray lord/* continued he, " the door 
, Teemed to be held only in one place ; an^ as 
for the noife — O I Lord 1 1 never fliall forget 
what a noife it was !— ^it was a thoufand times 
louder than what any ftones could make/' 

Ferdinand liftened to this narrative in 
filent wonder ! wonder not occationed by 
the adventure defcribed, but by the hardi- 
hood and raihnefs of the Marquis, ^ho had 
thus expofed to the infpedion of his people, 
that dreadful fpot which he knew from ex* 
perience to be the haunt of an ix^ured 

fplrit: 



( ao6 ) 

fpirit ; a fpot which he had hitherto fcru- 
pulouily concealed from human eye, and 
human curioficy ; and whichj for fo many 
years, he had not. dared even himfelf to 
enter. Peter went on, but was prefently 
interrupted hy a hollow moan^ which feemed 
to come from beneath the ground. "Bleffed 
virgin," exclaimed he : Ferdinand liftened 
in awful expe£iatidn» A groan longer and 
more dreadful was repeated ; when Peter, 
ftarting from his feat, and fnatching up the 
lamp, rufhed out of the dungeon. Ferdi- 
nand, who was left in total darknefs, fol- 
lowed to the door, which the affrighted 
Peter had not ftopped to fallen, ' but whicli. 
had clofed, and feemed held by a lock thiat 
could be opened only on the outfide. The 
fenfations of Ferdinand, thus compelled to 
ipmain in the dungeon, are not to be ima* 
gined. The horrors of the night, whatever 
they were to be, he was to endure alone. 
By degrees, however, he feemed to acquire 
the valour of defpair. The founds were 
repeated, at intervals, for near an hour, 
when filence returned, and remained undif* 
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turbed during the reft of the night. Fer- 
dinand was alarmed by no appearance, and 
&t length, overcome with anxietyand watch- 
ing, he funk to repofe. 

On the following morning, Peter re- 
turneil to the dungeon, fcarcely knowing 
what to -expeft, yet expefting fomething 
very ftrange, perhaps the murder, perhaps 
the fupernatural difappearance of his young 
lord. Full of thele wild apprehenfions, he 

dared not venture thither alone, but per- 

fuaded fome of the fervants, to whom he 

had communicated his terrorp, to accompany 
. him to the door. As they pafied atoag, 
i he recolledled, that, in the terror of the 
/ preceding night, he had forgot to faften the 

door, and he now feared that bis prifoner 

bad made his efcape without a miracle. 

He hurried to the door ; and " ' 

was extreme to find it fattened. 

ftruck him that this was the 

fupernatural power, when on c 

he Was anfwered by a voice 

His abfard fear did not fuffer h 

nife the voice of Ferdinand, 
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be fuppofe that Ferdinand had failed ta 
efcape ; he, therefore, attributed the voip 
to the being he had heard on the preced- 
ing night ; and, darting back from the door, 
fled with his companions to the great hall. 
There theuproar occafiohed by theirentrance 
called together a number of perfons, amongft 
whom was the Marquis, who was foon in* 
formed of thecaufeof alarm,witii along hifto- 
i;yof thecircumftances of die foregoing night. 
At this information^ the Marquis aflfumed 
a very ftern look, and feverely reprimanded 
Peter for his imprudence ; at the fame time 
r^roaching'^the other fervants with 'their 
undutifuinefs m thus difturbing his peace. 
He remin4ed them of the condefcenfion he 
had praftifed to diffipate their former terrors,, 
and. of the refult o£ their examinatbn* He 
then aflured them, that fmce indulgence had 
only encouraged intrufion, he would for 
the future be fevere j and concluded with 
declaring, that the firft man who ihould 
difturb him v^ith a repetition of fuchjadi- 
culous zppt^kmSs^^ or ihould attempt ta 
difturb the peace '^ the caftle by circulating; 
X '4w thefe: 
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thefe idle notions, fhould be rigoroufly pu- 
ni/faed, and banifhed his dominions. »They 
ihrunk back at this reproof^ and were filenc. 
«« Bring a torch," faid the Marquis, ** and 
fhew me to the dungeon* I will once more 
condefcend to confute you.** 

They obeyed, and defcending with the 
Marquis, who, arriving at the dungeon, in- 
ftantly threw open the door, and difcovered 
to the aftonifhed eyes of his attendants— *» 
Ferdinand !— He ftarted with furprize at 
the entrance of his father thus attended. 
The Marquis, darting upon him a fevere 
look, which he perfedlly comprehended-— 
'' Now,'* cried he, turning to his people, 
** what do you fee ? My fon, whom I my- 
felf placed here, and whofe voice, which 
anfwered to your calls, you have tranf» 
formed into unknown founds. Spes^ Fer- 
dinand, and confirm what I fay.** Ferdi- 
nand, did fo. *^ What dreadful fpeftre 
appeared to you laft night ? refumed the 
Marquis, looking ftedfaftly upon him : gra- 
tify thefe fellows >Yi^h a defcription of it, 
for they cannot exift without fomethii^. of 

the 






the marvellous.** ** None, my lord," repHed 
Ferdinand, who too well underftood the 
manner of the Marquis. ' ** *Xis well/* 
cried the Marquis, -^^ and this is the lait 
time/' turning to his attendants, "that 
your folly ihall be treated with fo much 
lenity/* He ceafed to urge the fobjed, 
and forbore to a& Ferdinand even one 
queftion before his fervants, concerning the 
nofturnal founds defcribed by Peter. He qint- 
ted the dungeon wilh his eyes fteadily b^it in 
anger and fufpicion upon Ferdinand. The 
Marquis fufpe£l:ed. that the fears of his ion 
had inadvertently betray^ to Peter a part 
of the fecret entrutted-tQ him, and he art- 
fully interrogated Peter wi^^ feeming care- 
leflhefs, concjerning the dl'cumftances of 
the preceding night. From . him he drew 
fuch anfwers as honourably acquitted Fer« 
dinand of indifcretion, and relieved himfelf 
from tormenting apprehen£k>ns. 

The following night palTed quietL|^way f 
neither found nor appearance difturoed 4he 
peace of Ferdinand. The Marquis, on the 
n*i^M3ay, thought proper to foften the feve- 
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rity of his fufferings, and he was removed 
from his dungeon to a room ftrongly grated^ 
but expofed to the light of day. 

Meanwhile a circumftance occurred, 
which increafed the general difcord, and 
threatened Emilia with the Jofs of her laft 
remaining comfort — the advice and confo- 
lation of Madame de Menon. The Mar- 
chionefs, whofe paffion for the Count ^e 
Vereza had at length yielded to abfence, 
and the preffure of the prefent circum- 
fiances, now beftowed her fmiles upon a 
young Italian cavalier, 'a vifitor at the 
caftle^ who poiTefTed too much of the fpirit 
of gallantry to permit a lady to languifh m 
vain. The Marquis, whofe mind was oc- 
cupied with other paflions, was infenfible to 
the mifconduS: of his wife, who at all times 
had the addrefs to difguife her vices beneath 
the glofe of virtue and innocent freedom. 
The intrigue was difcovered by Madame, 
who, l||Kring one day left a book in the oak 
parlour, Returned thither in fearch of it* 
As (he opened the door of the apartment, 
(he heard the voice of the cavalier in 
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ceeded by the influence of confiderations 
tpo powerful to be refitted. As her income 
was Imall, it was her plan to retire to her 
native place, which was fituated in a diftant 
part . oi the iiland, and there take up her 
rdidence in a convent. 

Emilia faw the time of Madame'a de- 
parture approach vnth increafed diflxefs. 
They left each other with a mutual forrow, 
which did honour to their hearts. When 
her laft friend was gone, Emilia wandered 
through the forfaken apartments, where 
file had been accuftomed to converfe with 
Julia, and to receive confolation and fympa* 
thy from her dear infbruftrelis, with a kind 
of anguiih known only to thofe who have 
experienced a fimilar fituation. Madame 
purfued her journey with a heavy heart. . 
Separated firom the^ objeds of her fondeft 
affections, and from the feenes and occu- 
pations for which long habit had formed 
claims upon her heart, fhe feemed ^njthout 
intereft and without motive for exertion. 
The world appeared a wide aaid gloomy 
d^E^tt, where no heart welcomed her with 
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